
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES 

 Make your own Advent “wreath” with five candles, four around a larger central 
 candle.  At each successive lighting of the candles, all texts from the preceding 
 lightings are read in addition to the text introduced that day. 
 
BEFORE the Lighting of the Candles:  
 We give thanks for the light of Christ, shining in the lives of all God’s people.  
 
FIRST Sunday of Advent {Nov. 29}  (and at successive lightings):  
From God’s spokesperson, Jeremiah 23:5 
The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up a righteous descendant from 

David’s line, and he will rule as a wise king.  
 He will do what is just and right in the land. 

 
With the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah, we watch and wait for the coming of Christ who 
will bring light and peace to all the world.  
 

Light the first candle.     (Week 1, proceed to prayer & song.) 

 
SECOND Sunday of Advent {Dec. 6}    (and at successive lightings):  
  We have freedom from our sins!  From Romans 5:10 & 11:  

Once we were God’s enemies. 
But we have been brought back to God.  And that is not all. 
We are full of joy in God because of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 God forgives us for our sins!   
 

Light the second candle.  (Week 2, proceed to prayer & song.) 

 
THIRD Sunday of Advent {Dec. 13}      (and at successive lightings):  
  Jesus didn’t have just the appearance of being human; he was fully human AND   
  fully divine!  As the author wrote to Christians in the book of the Bible named   
  Hebrews [1:1-3 selected] 

In the past, God spoke to our people through the prophets. 
He spoke at many times. He spoke in different ways. 

But in these last days, he has spoken to us through his Son….   

The Son is the shining brightness of God’s glory. 
He is the exact likeness of God’s being. 

 We rejoice, because through the life of Jesus we can be assured God knows our 
 lives, right now, even with COVID restraints!  
 

Light the third candle.  (Week 3, proceed to prayer & song.) 

 
FOURTH Sunday of Advent {Dec. 20}        (and at successive lightings):  
  Writing in I John, the author says that if we say we follow Jesus, we will live as  
  Jesus lived, with hope and joy: 

“That’s because the darkness is passing away. 
And the true light is already shining.” 

 
 With Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, we tell the story of Jesus, the child of 
 Bethlehem, who came to save us, and is coming again in glory. Until then, WE are 
 to live in a share the power of his “Light!” 



 

Light the fourth candle.   (Week 4, proceed to prayer & song.) 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE or DAY:  
  Jesus is proclaimed as the Light of the world. Then he says to you and to all, as     
  Matthew records (5:14a & 16) 

“You are the light of the world…. Let your light shine 
so others can see it. Then they will see the good things you do.  

And they will bring glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 
 
 With the choirs of angels, we sing: 

“Glory to God in the highest, and peace to all people on earth!” 
  

Light the center candle.   (Christmas, proceed to prayer & song.) 

 
END the Candle-Lighting time with this prayer: 
 Lord God, thank you for the time we’ve had together with you and your people.  
 Open our eyes to all the ways  you are at work in our world today. 
 Open our hearts to all the ways we can participate in the work of your kingdom. 
 We pray in the name of Jesus, our Messiah!  Amen. 
 
AND the SONG:  “Light of Jesus.”  
 {tune: “Are You Sleeping?” Available with singers on the church  website, too!} 

         (leader)         (echo) 
  Light of Jesus   ( light of Jesus ), 
      show the way   ( show the way ).  
  Shine in us forever  ( shine in us forever );  
     this we pray   ( this we pray ). 
 


