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GRACE UNIVERSITY

“Listening to Learn, Learning to Love, Loving to
Serve”

Highly Effective Discipleship

Grace University thrives on Christians seeking to center their
lives around Jesus. Those who participate with Grace University
have an understanding that discipleship goes beyond Sunday
morning worship and transforms daily rhythms and routines.
Engaged Christians take on the attitude of a student taking seri-
ously the call to be an avid learner throughout their lives, regard-
less of age. As students of Jesus, we continuously participate in
communal learning. Grace University is not intended for the
nominal Christian but for those who are willing to be radically
different. All are welcome to enroll.

Communal Learning Model

Grace University uses resources in neuroscience, psychology, so-
ciology, scripture, Christian tradition, and history to engage your
brain, body, and soul to their highest potential. Grace University
believes small group communal learning is the catalyst of life
change. This communal learning includes lecture classes, study
groups, meal fellowship, worship activities, grace-filled accounta-
bility sharing, and service projects. There is great intention in
combining worship, learning, and service to unite people in care
for one another while engaging with the surrounding community.
The Grace University leadership team wants to work with any
schedule as long as the participants provide enough time each
week dedicated to the communal learning process. Intentional
commitment is the key.

(continued om page 3)
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MISSION STATEMENT

Everyone is invited to
know and feel God’s love,
experience spiritual
growth, encounter for-
giveness, receive respect




To contact Pastor
Michael

Email:

ThePastor
@spencergumc.

Call:
712-262-5970

“Tell me and I forget, teach me and
I may remember, involve me and I
learn.”

-Benjamin Franklin-

My appointment at Grace UMC be-
gan 1 year ago. It has been a whirl-
wind. I have learned so much
about the people of Grace UMC, the
city of Spencer, and whether com-
ing back to ministry was a good
idea. The people of Grace UMC are
passionate about their church and
excited about what God has instore.
The city of Spencer is resilient and
is seeking ways to be connected
with its neighbors, businesses, and
social services. And coming back to
ministry? I can only speak for my-
self in saying it has been a blessing.

As I prepare for my second year, I
want the learning to continue. I am
confident I haven’t met all the peo-
ple I will meet in Spencer in my
first year. So, there will still be
fresh faces for me to get to know. I
also haven’t learned everything
about the people I shepherd. We
will continue to learn about one an-
other as we serve together. These
learnings, which defined my first
year, will be ongoing.

As that learning continues, I want
Grace UMC to create a learning en-
vironment and culture. The disci-
ples learned a great deal from Jesus
during his earthly ministry. As Je-
sus ascended the Disciples had to
begin to lean on each other and the
Holy Spirit to guide their continued
learning as they approached the
challenges of leading a religious
movement.

“The believers devoted themselves
to the apostle’s teaching, to the

community, to their shared meals,
and to prayers.” -Acts 2:42-

I invite you to consider how you can
join others in devoting yourselves
to the apostle’s teaching, to the
community, and to shared meals.
As Benjamin Franklin’s quote
above implies, it is by involvement
that we learn. Learning through
the teachings of Jesus in the fellow-
ship of believers is what foster’s life
transformation. It creates the
greatest opportunity to experience
and desire to share peace, hope,
joy, and love.

In this endeavor, may you not only
find friends, but may you find
brothers and sisters in Christ. That
these individuals would draw you
closer to God, enlightening you to
the places the Holy Spirit is making
itself know in your life. As God’s
light shines on your life through
learning may you be a light of love
to the community and the world.
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Enroll Today

Enrollment is not limited to members of Grace UMC. Whether you are
new to faith, have been long-gone and returning, or have been engaged
with your faith for decades; Grace University will deeply impact your
peace, hope, joy, and love along with your faith depth and engagement.
Enroll today by discussing with Pastor Michael about your interest.
Small groups, worship opportunities, outreach ministries, and the like
are being planned and coordinated now. Learning begins September of
2025. You won’t want to miss this spiritual engaging, faith assuring,
Identity transforming, community renewing opportunity. Come grow
with us!

Work has been started on the elevator

Clay County LTRG secured funding from World Renew - Disas-
ter Response Services to renovate the flood-affected showers in
the basement at Grace United Methodist Church, Spencer, Iowa.
A small group from Spencer Hope has spearheaded the project,
and began construction this past weekend. the update video!

These updates will enable GUMC to host volunteer groups com-
ing into Clay County to rebuild, renovate, and renew.

For more information on Clay County Long Term Recovery,
https://www.facebook.com/ClayCountyLTRG

The organ has been repaired, and Tom played during the service
on May 4th. Thank you, Tom, for your contributions to our wor-
ship services.

Church greeters serve the vital purpose of creating a warm and wel-
coming environment for all visitors and attendees, making them
feel valued and seen from the moment they enter. They are often
the first point of contact and play a crucial role in shaping a person's
first impression of the church and its community.

We are looking for greeters each Sunday before the worship service,
beginning at 9:00 a.m. A sign-up sheet is available in the narthex.
You are invited to sign up for one or more Sundays this summer.
Once you've signed up, someone from the Worship Committee will
be in touch with you.


https://www.facebook.com/worldrenewdrs?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW8bRz5lhNQ7fMqg2ExaUXUXGB2IZcnYgAhC_tYx_fdrb3nUOnT3wKTc-bNQ7h4-Mutj_V8FX9BZDtqD8w8vRIJzFe1Zh4anwmf3rxaRyGPUtl1SNIEx2UGDogvQlGH13M5qJU6uvDtTUcw1K4KNbIzkVutcwJfQ1EPQUEKmS9apKnQFS66_V_soPz8TfapWdLA2C6weJaR5
https://www.facebook.com/worldrenewdrs?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW8bRz5lhNQ7fMqg2ExaUXUXGB2IZcnYgAhC_tYx_fdrb3nUOnT3wKTc-bNQ7h4-Mutj_V8FX9BZDtqD8w8vRIJzFe1Zh4anwmf3rxaRyGPUtl1SNIEx2UGDogvQlGH13M5qJU6uvDtTUcw1K4KNbIzkVutcwJfQ1EPQUEKmS9apKnQFS66_V_soPz8TfapWdLA2C6weJaR5
https://www.facebook.com/SPENCERGUMC?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW8bRz5lhNQ7fMqg2ExaUXUXGB2IZcnYgAhC_tYx_fdrb3nUOnT3wKTc-bNQ7h4-Mutj_V8FX9BZDtqD8w8vRIJzFe1Zh4anwmf3rxaRyGPUtl1SNIEx2UGDogvQlGH13M5qJU6uvDtTUcw1K4KNbIzkVutcwJfQ1EPQUEKmS9apKnQFS66_V_soPz8TfapWdLA2C6weJaR5Rs
https://www.facebook.com/spencer.hope.5?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW8bRz5lhNQ7fMqg2ExaUXUXGB2IZcnYgAhC_tYx_fdrb3nUOnT3wKTc-bNQ7h4-Mutj_V8FX9BZDtqD8w8vRIJzFe1Zh4anwmf3rxaRyGPUtl1SNIEx2UGDogvQlGH13M5qJU6uvDtTUcw1K4KNbIzkVutcwJfQ1EPQUEKmS9apKnQFS66_V_soPz8TfapWdLA2C6weJaR

May we are collecting

e  Microwave Popcorn(3 ct)
e  Saltine Crackers (4 sleeves)
e  Granola Bars (10 ct)

Packing May 21st after coffee

Wednesdays 2pm
- Loom work ses-
sion

JUMPSTART

Each month we collect food items from a preplanned menu to
provide one meal for each of our 110 JumpStart families. We have
partnered with Upper Des Moines Opportunity on this endeavor
and they provide one item each month to fill our menu needs.
Funds from our Foundation Grant also provide a single item.
With the help of our church families we have been able to make
this Mission Project a success.

JumpStart Collection for May includes the following;

e Microwave Popcorn(3 ct)

e Saltine Crackers (4 sleeves)

¢ Granola Bars *10 ct)

¢ Goldfish Crackers (Foundation Grant to furnish)
e Peanut /butter (UDMO to furnish)

SLEEPING MATS

Our Grace Church weavers have been very busy making the sleep
mats from plastic grocery bags. Each Wednesday one or more of our
weavers is available to help anyone who would like to learn about
the weaving process or lend a hand with this mission project. To
date the weavers have completed 75 + mats. These mats can be used
by anyone who needs them and are available upon request. Mats
that are sent to Midwest Missions are shipped to wherever they are
needed around the world. For more information or to arrange for
help in learning the weaving process please call the church office at
262-5970.

SUMMER READING

Each Sunday during the Lenten season there has been a “noisy
offering” taken at church with the help of some of our young-
est members. This loose change offering is helping us raise
money toward our goal of $1000.00. The money will be com-
bined with Foundation Grant Funds and used to purchase
books for graduating second graders in all of the schools in
Spencer. The books are an incentive to keep the kids reading
through the summer.

ALL CHURCH GARAGE SALE.
The Missions Committee is looking into hosting an all church garage
sale. Details will be published when they are finalized.

Brownie Small, Mission Chair



Have you ever wished you had a special group of
friends to turn to when you are feeling down, ques-
tioning your faith, looking for answers or needing
someone to pray for you - or with you? On the oppo-
site end, have you ever wished you had a special
group of friends who you can turn to when you want
to celebrate answered prayers, share your latest ah-
ha moment, or laugh hysterically over the latest em-
barrassing moment you had? Having a special group
of friends is one of the best blessings we can experi-
ence. I believe we all want to have special people in
our lives who love us even though sometimes we are
crabby, sad, impulsive or too silly, too loud, or too
talkative. These are the special people who love us

“anyway”.

So how do we find these special friends? My experi-
ence is through committed, small group engagement.
If you aren’t already in a small group, I highly recom-
mend getting involved or starting one ASAP. A small
group may be yours for a lifetime, a year or a 5-week
study. The length isn’t as important as the engage-
ment. Once you have connected positively in a small
group, the connection is there for a lifetime. I have
so many special friends from over the years that I
met and learned to love through small group studies,
interest groups, classes, and sports. Of course, with-
in our Christian Community, it’s always good to
make friends which include sharing of our faith. We
can continue to grow in relationship with God as we
grow in relationship with people. If you aren’t cur-
rently in a supportive small group, please feel free to
visit with Pastor Michael or any of our church lead-
ers. We would all be happy to help you develop a
small group or join a current small group.

Romans 12:10

Be devoted to tenderly loving your fellow believers as
members of one family Try to outdo yourselves in
respect and honor of one another. - TPT Bible



FINANCE

Great news: Our income for March 2025 exceeded our ex-
penses—thank you for your continued support!

So far in 2025, income from 56 pledges has been received.

We've generated approximately $700 in church facility
rental income to date.

Several important repairs have been completed, including:
e Natural gas pipeline

e Elevator

e Air conditioning system

e Bell tower

e Public address system in the narthex

Looking ahead, we may need to explore a fundraising effort
to address potential budget shortfalls later in the year.

-Pail Kassel, Chairperson
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Set wide the
window. Let me
drink the day.

-~

Edith Wharton




Many thank yous to Kristen Schwenneker and Nancy Hoff-
man for leading and teaching Grace Kidz this year!! Our
Wednesday evening classes, Grace Kidz, has concluded un-
til September. Thank you also to many of you who helped
during the Wednesday evenings. Perhaps you supervised
children, cooked, served or visited with families. We are
grateful to all!

Children participated in assisting with the March 30 ser-
vice. It was wonderful hearing them read scripture, lighting
candles and taking offerings. Palm Sunday also showcased
the children waving their palm branches celebrating Je-

sus. Several children and members of the children’s minis-
try team attended the showing of “King of Kings” held at the
movie theater. The movie brought the life of Jesus to the
screen and delivered furthered understanding of lessons
from class for the children.

Our Spencer UMC Grace Cares Team met on April
oth and updated our congregational care list, shar-
ing of visits and concerns. There was a very prelimi-
nary discussion around the need for respite care ser-
vices in the Spencer community. The team then as-
sembled and delivered 30 Easter care bags along
with mailing out note cards to our college students
and those living a distance away. At this time we al-
so distributed prayer shawls to many on our list
along with some members who had lost so much in
last June’s flood. If you know of anyone who would
benefit from a prayer shawl, just let the office know
and we will get them to you.

Our next Sunday afternoon church service at SPARC
(Longhouse/Northshire) will be June 1st at 4:30
pm. The next meeting for the Grace Cares Team is
July 16th at 3:30



UNITED WOMEN OF FAITH

% Soul Care Retreat

On May 2nd and 3rd at the Camp Okoboji New Hope Retreat
Center, women from Grace United Women in Faith had an oppor-
tunity to make space in their lives to encounter the Divine. The
Grace women were able to drop the “weight of the world” for 24
hours and rely on each other as they reached out to God in their
individual spiritual journeys.

Topics were:

« Women in the Bible-Every Woman Has a Story
« Salt Preserves and Flavors - In Many Flavors

« Living Water -Physical and Spiritual

Discussions were interspersed with painting and other
creative activities. The event closed with the individual gift of a
reflection journal entitled: Prayer Changes Things.

If you would like to know more about the weekend or have an

. interest in doing some of the activities Bernie Beecher, Dorothy
DeGroot, Jane Ingledue, Cyndi O’Hara, and Becky Prentice
would enjoy sharing their experiences with you.

Meeting Dates

Thursday at 1:30 pm

June 5
August 7
October 2
December 4

Esther Circle

on the 4th Tuesday at 5:00
May, July, September,

Ruth Circle
3rd Thursday at 1:30 pm starting in March

UNITED METHODIST MEN

On May 10th, the UMM speaker will be Alexandria from LifeServe.

Un|

In Faith
https://uwfaith.org/

2025 Officers

Cyndi O’Hara
(712)363-3185

Lisa Elliott
(712)240-0929

Shurmaine McAlpine
(712)592-1636

Jane Ingledue
(605)413-7034

https://www.gcumm.org/



ADULT EDUCATION

Every Sunday morning after worship, a group gathers in the Wes-
ley Room for discussion and for further learning. The Scripture
for the morning is and the context knowledge is expanded. The
group discusses the Pastor’s message and applies it to their life
experiences. Sharing and supporting each other has helped us to
grow in our faith.

If you are interested in discussing the morning’s learning, please
consider joining the group. Three leaders: Larry Oswald, Jan
Watson, and Cyndi O’Hara take turns leading the discussion.

DOING LIFE WITH YOUR ADULT CHILFREN

Sundays 10:45 AM to 11:45 AM beginning April 27th
Wednesdays 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM beginning April 30th

Are you struggling to connect with your child now that
they've left the nest? Are you feeling the tension and
heartache as your relationship dynamic begins to change?
In Doing Life with Your Adult Children, bestselling author
and parenting expert Jim Burns provides practical advice
and hopeful encouragement for navigating this tough yet

rewarding transition.

If you've raised a child, you know that parenting doesn't Sundays

stop when they turn eighteen. In many ways, your rela- 10:45 AM- 11:45 AM
tionship gets even more complicated--your heart and your Wednesdays 5:30 PM-
head are as involved as ever, but you can feel things shift- 7:00 PM

ing, whether your child lives under your roof or rarely
stays in contact.

The book helps you navigate this rich and challenging
season of parenting. Speaking from his own personal and
professional experience, Burns offers practical answers to
the most common questions he's received over the years,



BISHOPS UNVEIL VISION FOR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The United Methodist Church forms disciples of Jesus Christ who,

empowered by the Holy Spirit, love boldly, serve joyfully, and
* Igad courageously in local communities and worldwide connections.

Taking inspiration from Scripture, bishops and other
denominational leaders have developed a new vision
statement for The United Methodist Church.

The vision states: “The United Methodist Church forms
disciples of Jesus Christ who, empowered by the Holy
Spirit, love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageous-
ly in local communities and worldwide connections.”

The bishops and the Connectional Table jointly unveiled
the statement May 1, a year after a momentous General
Conference set the denomination on a new path after
years of infighting. The Council of Bishops and Connec-
tional Table — a leadership body of lay and clergy who
coordinate the denomination’s mission, ministry and
resources — each unanimously adopted the statement.

The hope is this new vision makes clear both who Unit-
ed Methodists are and where God is leading

The complete article can be found at:

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/bishops-unveil -
vision-for-united-methodist-church
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UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

NEW STAFF POSITION

The SPRC developed a job description for a new part-time
position titled Event Coordinator and Community Liai-
son. The funds for this position were approved by the Fi-
nance Committee, and will be taken from the remaining
Covid PPP funds for the first eighteen months.

At the March 24, 2025, Church Council meeting, this po-
sition was presented for discussion and approval, and it
was accepted unanimously. Advertising the position fol-
lowed by individual interviews will begin soon.

CHURCH BOOK CLUB

There has been an expressed interest in starting a church
book club. Do we have other readers who would be interest-
ed in participating? We could meet monthly or bi-monthly
to discuss a chosen book and/or share recommendations in
books we have read. Our church and public libraries both
have great choice options. If this might be of interest to you,
please contact the church office (712-262-5970) or a sign-
up sheet will be in the narthex. One more way we can con-
nect as a church family!

JUNE 13-15, 2025

Grace's Food Stand Returns After the Parade!
We're excited to announce that Grace will once again be
hosting a food stand following the parade this year!

Volunteers and donations are needed to make this event a
success. Sign-up sheets will be available in the narthex
starting mid-month.

11




FLOWER GARDENS

Celebrate God’s Beautiful Creation L s i

Spring is here and a gardener’s thoughts turn to plants. Are you interested
in planting and caring for one or more of the planters or the flower garden £
at church. You don’t have to be a master gardener to reap the benefits to
yourself and the community by planting flowers.

Grace has five small planters, a long planter, and the Grace Garden. Once
the planters are filled, they take little maintenance. Grace Garden is larger
and a team to work in this area would be great. In fact, last year when they
were ignored most of the summer, the flowers looked great. It is wonderful
to have our members and visitors greeted with bright flowers and greenery.
A sign-up sheet will be in the narthex starting in mid-April. Talk to Sheryl
Larson if you have questions.

Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has come, the cooing
of doves is heard in our land. - Song of Solomon 2:12

CHRISTIAN WOMAN SPEAKS RADIO BROADCAST.

“Christian Woman Speaks” (CWS) is a radio program that contin-
ues to share the Good News of Christ through an opportunity gra-
ciously provided by KICD-AM. It has been in existence for over
50 years. Grace United Methodist Church has asked to be added
to the schedule of these recorded broadcasts. They are produced
locally and are eight to ten minutes in length.

We are asking the women at Grace to consider recording an epi-

sode for the 2025 schedule. The March 16, 2025, program is al-

ready scheduled to be read by a local woman. Grace is also look-
ing for women of our church to record an episode on the upcom-
ing dates: May 26, July 21, or August 25.

The devotion shared by the reader should include a brief, begin
ning introduction and a closing prayer to surround the message.
The purpose is, of course, Christian in nature and scripturally
based. You are welcome to cite scripture to support the message
you are giving. Cyndi O’Hara and Craig Cadman’s wife, Pixie,
have each participated in this event, and would be a good re-
source if you have questionsl Also, Elizabeth Essick, Bethany Lu-
theran Church, Spencer, IA, can provide information. Contact
her at 712-262-2327 or bethany@bethluthspencer.com.

12



COMMUNITY EVENTS
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Sat, Jun 21 at 12PM
Side x Side Fundraiser for Tim Small
513 S Grand Ave, Spencer, IA T

Kent Tritle
Organ Concert
with Special Guest SUNDAY, JUNE 29 ¢ 9:30AM

SLUMC Praise 150 Years Celebration

5 E //
, June 15 WORSHIP » FOOD - GAMES
WORSHIP - FOOD » GAMV LS

3 pm
Current members, past members, futu:-e
members, and guests are all welcome!

Spirit Lake
United Methodist
Church 1812 Gary Avenue * Spirit Lake, IA * 336-3115 » spiritlakeumc.org
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REGULARLY SCHEDULED EVENTS.

Bo'l’lee @ Grace

1st & 3rd Wednesdays
9:30 AM to 11:00 AM
CUME E}:I/G_lj gaod CO({EE, Foad & FE,/OWSAVPI
Gireat place fo meet up with friends old and new
Everyane is Welcome!

May 7th & 21st «

9:30 am Essentrics

210:00 am Chair Yoga
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Thank You From the Bottom of Our Hearts

We are overjoyed to share that on Friday, April 18, 2025, Elijah
James Slininger officially became a permanent part of our family
through adoption at the courthouse in Spencer, Iowa. This milestone
is one we will cherish forever, and we are incredibly grateful for the
love and support we have received from our church family through-
out this journey.

From those who have watched and cared for Elijah during weekly
events and services to those who showed up to witness the finaliza-
tion in court, your presence and prayers meant more than words can
express. We were especially touched by the thoughtful and delicious
lunch organized by the ladies of the church—it reduced our stress and
was a beautiful way to celebrate together. Your constant prayers have
carried us, and we are so thankful to walk this journey surrounded by
such a faithful and loving congregation. Thank you for being the
hands and feet of Jesus to our family.

Michael, Rachel, Owen, and Elijah

We want to thank you for the thoughts of support and sympathy you
gave to us on the passing of our grandson, Michael McLeran. He was
35 years old and leaves his wife and two daughters, ages three and
one. As you can appreciate it does leave one with the question
of"why".

God bless,
John and Mary Rahn

GRADUATIONS
College Graduations

e Jessica Herman - Associate degree from Iowa Western CC - pur-
suing Bachelor's degree

e Zoe Carlson - degree in Communications from University of
South Dakota in Vermillion. Looking for employment in Sioux
Falls.

e Kirsten Small - graduating from University of Northern Iowa in
Cedar Falls, Dean's List; pursuing education at Drake University

e Darrian Adkins - graduating from seminary and waiting for
church appointment for the United Methodist Church (son of
Beth Odor and grandson of Bill and Shurmaine McAlpine)

High School Graduations

e Hannah Blume (entering the workforce)
e Jack Ray

15



CONCERNS
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Today(April 18, 2025) is the day that the Lord has made and it was a
day of celebration!!! About 5 years ago Michael and I started the pro-
cess for adoption - after three agencies, multiple home studies and
fingerprints, and experiencing loss with foster kiddos - God had a
plan and was with us through it all! We met our sweet Elijah at four
weeks old and today he officially became a member of our family. I
am so thankful for friends, family, workers, and church families that
have been through the highs and lows with us and helped us celebrate
today! It takes a village! We are over the moon excited for you all to
meet Elijah James Slininger!!! — Rachael Slininger

2024 CITIZEN OF THE YEAR: HUCKFELT RECOGNIZED FOR
SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY

ENGINE &

994

Congratulations to the The Spencer Daily Reporter 2024 Citizen of
the Year Jeff Huckfelt, and his wife , Jackie, for his years of service
to this great community!! Wes are blessed to have them as members
of our congregation.

For the complete story: https://
www.spencerdailyreporter.com/2024-citizen-year-huckfelt-
recognized-service-community
16
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. !ﬁ 'Stephen Forest Beecher
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- ! December 30, 1948 — April 27,
v ;‘ 2025

Steve Forest Beecher, the son of Forest and Marjo-
rie (Blasnitz) Beecher, was born on December 30,
1948, in Jefferson County, IA near Churdan. He
was raised and received his early education there,
graduating from Paton-Churdan High School. After
graduation, he attended UNI, where he received a
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Education.

Steve married Bernadette Zahasky on November
4, 1972 in Protivin, IA. Following their marriage,
Steve taught and coached at Adair-Casey. Steve
loved athletics and was in his element when the
buzzer would sound, and play would ensue. He felt
he needed a new location, so the couple moved to
Parkersburg, near Cedar Falls. While living there,
he obtained his Master’s Degree from U.N.I. in Ad-
ministration. He started his next adventure in Le-
on, IA. He was also an administrator at SEMCO,
Knoxville and Garner. In 1995, they moved to Gar-
ner and spent the next 22 years there. When their
first grandchild was born in 2016 they moved to
Spencer. He had many happy visits to their daugh-
ter’s home playing with the grandchildren. Steve’s
passion was coaching and watching sporting
events. He was highly invested in being a teacher
and administrator. He impacted many students
over his 35-year career. He also had an incredible
sense of humor and was very charismatic.

Steve passed away on Sunday, April 27, 2025 at
the Spencer Acute Rehab Center in Spencer, IA, at
the age of 76.

Left to cherish his memory are his wife, Bernie;
his daughter, Kristen Triplett and her husband,
Brennen; his grandchildren: Rozlyn, Crayton, Law-
ton and Indy; his sister Jeannie; his brother, Lind-
sey; his sister-in-law, Virginia; many nieces and
nephews; other relatives and friends.

Our sympathy to the Foote an
" Beecher families. Keep them in
your prayers. Blessed be Helen

and Steve’s memory.

Helen Mae Foote

July 9, 1932 — April 15,
2025

Helen Mae Foote, the daughter of Floyd
and Mabel (Hagstrom) Hill, was born on
July 9, 1932 in Ruthven, Iowa. She was
raised on a farm between Ruthven and
Ayrshire. She attended school in Ayr-
shire and graduating from Ayrshire
High School.

She married Marlin Foote on April 25,
1952 in Ayrshire, Iowa. Following their
marriage, the couple moved to Spencer.
Helen worked at N.W. Ice Cream Com-
pany until they started a family. She also
worked at Montgomery Wards for 11
years and then the Clay County Auditors
Office for 23 years until her retirement
in 1998.

Helen was a member of Grace United
Methodist Church and was active in the
Lydia’s Circle. She was a 60-year mem-
ber of the Evening Shade Order of East-
ern Star. She was a past Matron and
longtime treasurer. She was involved
with the Legion and V.F.W. Auxiliaries.
Helen enjoyed bowling in her younger
years, reading, crossword puzzles and
Bingo. She loved spending time with
friends and being involved in church
and organizations and helping people.

Helen passed away on Tuesday, April
15, 2025, at the Spencer Post Acute Re-
hab Center, at the age of 92. She was
preceded in death by her parents; her
husband, Marlin in 2012; her son, Keith
and two brothers: Arden and Leslie.

Left to cherish her memory are her
son, Gregory Foote (Cindy Evans) of
Spencer, IA; her grandson, David Foote
of Sioux City, IA; her granddaughter,
Christina Foote of Sioux City, IA; her
two sisters-in-law Jerilyn Streit (Steve)
of Milford, IA, and Sheryl Orris of Ar-
nolds Park, IA; many nieces and neph-
ews; other relatives and friends.
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Click here for the current calendar



https://www.spencergumc.com/calendar.php

Grace United Methodist Church

2311 2nd Ave. W,

Spencer, IA 51301

712-262-5970

WWwWWw. Spencergumec.com

Email to:

office@spencergumec.com

CHAIR PERSON OF MINISTRY BOARDS:

Church Council: Judith Olson
Co-Lay Leaders: Sandy Heerdt, Ben Pullen

Lay Member to Ann. Conference: Jenn Ingledue, Bri Pullen

Treasurer: Sue Burdick

SPRC: Ric Guerrero

Trustee: Gary Small

Finance: Paul Kassel

Missions: Brownie Small

Memorial: Judi Calhoon

Grace Cares: Cyndi O’'Hara

Worship: Linda O’Clair

Children’s & Youth Ministry: Lisa Elliott
UWF: Cyndi O’Hara and Pastor Shurmaine McAlpine
UMM: Brad Johnson

Youth Rep:

Church Council Secretary: Joan Waller
Finance Secretary: Sandy Thomas

Director of Communications: Alison Herman
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