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* The Sunrise Service on Easter will be held at the River.  

Participants are reminded to bring their chairs and, per-

haps, a blanket!  This will be followed by breakfast at the 

church from 7:30-9:000-ish.  The regular service will 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Everyone is invited to 

know and feel God’s love, 

experience spiritual 

growth, encounter for-

giveness, receive respect 



 
THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

The Passion story is upon us.  In 

this great month of April (my birth-

day month) we will be celebrating 

Holy week concluding with Easter.  

The Passion story of Jesus’ trial, 

death, and resurrection are the pin-

nacle to the Gospel story.  People 

are more likely to know the details 

surrounding Jesus’ death than they 

are of his life. The climax of the cru-

cifixion is a story that has been told 

far and wide and in thousands of 

languages.  In our time people are 

more likely to know the Passion 

story than any other century in hu-

man existence.  That means that it 

is not enough to tell the story.  The 

Church must live out what Jesus 

accomplished on the cross, in the 

resurrection, and is still doing to-

day.  

“I’m convinced that nothing 

can separate us from God’s 

love in Christ Jesus our Lord: 

not death, or life, not angels 

or rulers, not present things 

or future things, not powers 

or height or depth, or any 

other thing that is created.” -

Romans 38-39-   

 It hurts me to hear that the 

Church has a reputation, in the 

deeper margins of our society, for 

being judgmental.  I am not specifi-

cally referring to Grace UMC but 

the larger Chrisitan religion across 

our nation.  Though I am hurt by 

this, I am not shocked by it.  The 

public actions and rhetoric have 

been to condemn certain groups of 

people.  The loudest voices are 

screaming condemnation and re-

pentance without relationship.  

Why would anyone want to change 

their lives when they see Christians, 

who hold these so called “changed 

lives,” acting in this way?   

 As we tell the story of Jesus 

on the cross, we must remember, 

and tell the world, that we did not 

do this to Jesus, Jesus did it for us.  

The sacrificial act of Jesus on the 

cross was a submission and teach-

ing example of how we are to sacri-

fice for our neighbor with grace, 

forgiveness, compassion, and love. 

God desired to be eternally con-

nected with creation in such a way 

that we could say that we know and 

love God.  Jesus, the incarnate 

presence of God, reveals through 

his life, death, resurrection, ascen-

sion, and continued work in the 

world, that God’s greatest desire is 

for you to know his love.  All for the 

purpose for you to share it with 

others. 

 This Easter as you hear the 

Passion story again, or possibly for 

the first time, I pray you listen in 

the spirit of giving and love.  This is 

punishment Jesus took for the sake 

of humanity.   But it is also a gift to 

be received and re-gifted to others.  

It is not only a one-and-done act of 

salvation, but also an act that can 

be replicated as we forgive and love 

others.  This is not only a climactic 

moment of God’s power an authori-

ty, it is an example and commission 

that we use our power and authori-

ty to sacrifice for others.  He is Ris-

en! We rise with him indeed! Hap-

py Easter. 
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MISSION PROJECTS 
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April we are collecting  

• Tortilla (corn or flour) 20 ct.  

•  Spanish or Mexican Rice  

• Pudding Cups (4 pack)  

Wednesdays 2pm 

- Loom work ses-

sion 

Noisy Offerings on 

Sundays during 

Lent will help pro-

vide funding for 

JUMPSTART 

Each month we collect food items from a preplanned menu to 

provide one meal for each of our 110 JumpStart families. We have 

partnered with Upper Des Moines Opportunity on this endeavor 

and they provide one item each month to fill our menu needs. 

Funds from our Foundation Grant also provide a single item. 

With the help of our church families we have been able to make 

this Mission Project a success.  

JumpStart Collection for April includes the following; 

• Tortilla (corn or flour) 20 ct.  

• Canned Chicken (Foundation funds to purchase)  

• Black beans (UDMO to furnish)  

• Spanish or Mexican Rice  

• Pudding Cups (4 pack)  

SLEEPING MATS 

Our Grace Church weavers have been very busy making the sleep 

mats from plastic grocery bags. Each Wednesday one or more of 

our weavers is available to help anyone who would like to learn 

about the weaving process or lend a hand with this mission project. 

To date the weavers have completed 75 + mats. These mats can be 

used by anyone who needs them and are available upon request. 

Mats that are sent to Midwest Missions are shipped to wherever 

they are needed around the world. For more information or to ar-

range for help in learning the weaving process please call the 

church office at 262-5970.  

SUMMER READING 

Each Sunday during the Lenten season there has been a “noisy of-

fering” taken at church with the help of some of our youngest mem-

bers. This loose change offering is helping us raise money toward 

our goal of $1000.00. The money will be combined with Founda-

tion Grant Funds and used to purchase books for graduating second 

graders in all of the schools in Spencer. The books are an incentive 

to keep the kids reading through the summer. If you would like to 

join this mission project you may call Brownie Small at 262-7420. 

ALL CHURCH GARAGE SALE.  

The Missions Committee is looking into hosting an all church gar-

age sale. Details will be worked out at our next Missions meeting 

on April 7th. Look for more information in the next newsletter.  

Brownie Small, Mission Chair  



 

TRUSTEES 

 

Grace UMC developed a gas leak over the course of the last 
few months. A conscientious church member reported a gas 
smell and when we had it checked by the gas company it was 
confirmed. We hired Midwest Mechanical to replace the pipe 
that was leaking. That project is in progress as we speak.  
 
Work on the elevator has begun. Phase one and two include 
refurbishing the elevator’s mechanical room as well as elec-
trical and code upgrades. Phase three will be the main eleva-
tor work and is scheduled to begin in mid April. 
 
Darrow Organ Company plans to be here to check on the or-
gan on Wednesday, April 2. We have asked them to come in 
and assess the blower and bellows of the organ which are lo-
cated in our lower level. 
 
Our maintenance person, Dan Harris, has returned from his 
winter vacation in Florida. When you see him around the 
building please welcome him back. 
 
The basement project to repair and replace areas in the bath-
room and showers will be completed by a group called World 
View who will stay in the church as they work on this area. 
One of the items will involve replacing the 10 doors in the 
basement.  Megan Hanges, Clay County Long Term Relief 
Coordinator, has worked with Pastor Michael to enable this 
group to help with flood damage and repairs.  A great portion 
of the costs of these remaining post-flood projects will be 
funded by a grant; a savings from the already-completed 
basement updating by the Spencer Schools Archery team; 
and, finally, Foundation funds.   
 
 Gary Small, Trustees Chair  
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FOUNDATION BOARD 
On Sunday March 30th, Mike Carlson, chairman of the Foun-
dation Board, gave a presentation on the balances and perfor-
mance of the foundation funds for 2024. The Foundation 
Board  brochure has been updated to reflect this information 
and can be found on the website. Foundation applications are 
now available on the website 

https://www.spencergumc.com/forms.php 

 

 

https://www.spencergumc.com/forms.php
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LAY-LEADER MESSAGE  

Editor’s Note:  This is a repeat from the March 2025 newsletter. The 

last paragraph was  inadvertently omitted from that publication. 

 

A very merry April to our GUMC Church family and friends! I will be 

sharing with you a short monthly message which I hope might bless 

you/us in our journey of faith.  

 

Do you ever feel a bit lost in how best you can serve God?  Do you 

ever question what you have to offer God and His creation?  I have 

these questions from time to time. 

 

Recently I came across a Spiritual Gifts Inventory on our United 

Methodist Website, under “Discipleship Ministries”: Spiritual Gifts 

Inventory This consisted of 80 questions with a very simple answer-

ing technique.  It didn’t take me long to answer the questions.  When 

I was done, an automated response was given with the results of my 

answers.  It listed a description of my top 3 spiritual gifts with sum-

maries of what the results meant.  For me, my top three gifts were  1. 

FAITH, 2. MIRACLES and 3.TEACHING.  I read the summaries and 

felt very comfortable with the summaries.   

 

I encourage you to go to this website and see where your gifts 

fall.  You do need to print the results before leaving the website, as 

they won’t be available after you leave the site.  This is just the begin-

ning of realizing our gifts. If we don’t use and share our gifts, what 

good are they?  

 

Sandy Heerdt, Co-Lay Leader  

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en


Palm Sunday - April 13, 2025 

Join us for our Palm Sunday service on Sunday, April 13, 2025! We will 

begin the service with the joyous waving of palm branches, and we invite all 

children to participate in this special tradition. Children will have the op-

portunity to assist in the procession and help create a memorable start to 

the service. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Sunday, March 30, 2025, was Grace Kidz Sunday. They were liturgist, aco-

lytes and ushers.  They did an excellent job. Next time we'll have to have 

them sing with the band also. You can view a photo gallery here  

The last Grace Kidz is April 30th.   
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CHILDREN MNISTRIES 

If you're interested in 

any of these items 

please talk with pas-

tor Michael or circle 

what you'd like to 

work with write your 

name and phone 

number on the paper 

and turn it in the of-

fice and it will be giv-

en to the appropriate 

person 

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK 

 Volunteer in the office answering phones  

 Help cook the meal Wednesday nights  

 Help set up or clean up Wednesday nights. Help 

in the classrooms during Grace Kidz  

 Work in the nursery Sunday mornings 

 Work in the  Welcome Booth. 

 Sunday mornings work in the hospitality counter 

 Help in the media booth 

 Liturgist  

 Play an instrument or sing with the Grace band. 

 Sing with the choir 

 Play with the Grace bells 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MANY ACTIVITES 

https://www.spencergumc.com/photo-gallery.php


UNITED WOMEN OF FAITH 

SOUL CARE RETREAT 

United Women in Faith Camp Clear Lake District Soul Care Re-
treat is planned for May 2nd & 3rd at our Camp Okoboji New 
Hope Retreat Center at 21455 Seward Street, Spirit Lake, Iowa. It 
is great for this to be offered so close to home and at a cost of on-
ly $25.00 to register.  

The goal of this retreat is for us to make space in our lives to en-
counter the divine. As women we often try to carry the weight of 
the world, but we need one another just as we need God. We 
need to take time to slow down, reflect, and renew so that we can 
claim the joy, hope, and fulfillment of being in harmony with self 
and spirit.  

We do need to bring our own sheets, blankets, pillows, towel, 
washcloth, comfortable clothing and shoes, and personal care 
items but Friday evening dinner and Saturday breakfast and 
lunch will be furnished as well as coffee and water. Check in time 
is 3:00 pm on Friday and check out on Saturday is 2:00 pm.  
Cyndi O’Hara and the church office have the registration forms. 
Important: Registrations will need to be mailed by April 10th ei-
ther individually or as a group.  

 Meeting Dates 

Thursday at 1:30 pm 

April 3 
June 5 
August 7 
October 2 
December 4 
 

Esther Circle  

on the 4th Tuesday at 5:00  

May, July, September, 
 

Ruth Circle  

https://uwfaith.org/ 
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2025 Officers 

Cyndi O’Hara 
(712)363-3185 
 
Lisa Elliott 
(712)240-0929 
 
Shurmaine McAlpine  
(712)592-1636  
 
Jane Ingledue 
(605)413-7034 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

On April 12th, Bill and Lisa Elliott will share with the United 
Methodist Men their pictures and experiences from their recent 
European trip.   

On May 10th, the UMM speaker will be Alexandria from LifeServe. Next Meeting 

Saturday, April 

12th, 8:00 AM  

https://www.gcumm.org/ 

Soul Care Retreat 

May 2nd &3rd 

Okoboji UMC Camp 

Next Meeting  

Thursday, April 3rd 



 
UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

NEW STAFF POSITION 

There has been an expressed interest in starting a church 
book club. Do we have other readers who would be interest-
ed in participating? We could meet monthly or bi-monthly 
to discuss a chosen book and/or share recommendations in 
books we have read. Our church and public libraries both 
have great choice options. If this might be of interest to you, 
please contact the church office (712-262-5970) or a sign-
up sheet will be in the narthex.  One more way we can con-
nect as a church family! 

SUMMER BREAK 

CHURCH BOOK CLUB 

Final Week for… 

The last Grace Kidz is April 30th.  April 30th is also the last 
Wednesday night meal (pizza).  The final choir performance for 
the year will be on Palm Sunday (April 13th). 

The bell choir will perform April 27th. Their last practice is the 
23rd . 
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The SPRC developed a job description for a new part-time 
position titled Event Coordinator and Community Liai-
son.  The funds for this position were approved by the Fi-
nance Committee, and will be taken from the remaining 
Covid PPP funds for the first eighteen months.  

At the March 24, 2025 Church Council meeting, this posi-
tion was presented for discussion and approval, and it was 
accepted unanimously.  Advertising the position followed 
by individual interviews will begin soon. 

 



Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has come, the cooing 
of doves is heard in our land.  -  

Celebrate God’s Beautiful Creation 

 

    Spring is here and a gardener’s thoughts turn to plants. Are you 
interested in planting and caring for one or more of the planters or 
the flower garden at church. You don’t have to be a master garden-
er to reap the benefits to yourself and the community by planting 
flowers.  

Grace has five small planters, a long planter, and the Grace Gar-
den. Once the planters are filled, they take little maintenance. 
Grace Garden is larger and a team to work in this area would be 
great. In fact, last year when they were ignored most of the sum-
mer, the flowers looked great. It is wonderful to have our members 
and visitors greeted with bright flowers and greenery. A sign-up 
sheet will be in the narthex starting in mid-April. Talk to Sheryl 
Larson if you have questions.  

FLOWER GARDENS 
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Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has come, the cooing 
of doves is heard in our land.  - Song of Solomon 2:12  

ADULT EDUCATION 

Every Sunday morning after worship, a group gathers in the Wes-
ley Room for discussion and for further learning.  The Scripture 
for the morning is and the context knowledge is expanded.  The 
group discusses the Pastor’s message and applies it to their life 
experiences.  Sharing and supporting each other has helped us to 
grow in our faith.   

If you are interested in discussing the morning’s learning, please 
consider joining the group.  Three leaders:  Larry Oswald, Jan 
Watson, and Cyndi O’Hara take turns leading the discussion. 



“Christian Woman Speaks” (CWS) is a 

radio program that continues to share 

the Good News of Christ through an op-

portunity graciously provided by KICD-

AM.  It has been in existence for over 50 

years. Grace United Methodist Church 

has asked to be added to the schedule of 

these recorded broadcasts.  They are 

produced locally and are eight to ten minutes in length.   

We are asking the women at Grace to consider recording an epi-

sode for the 2025 schedule.  The March 16, 2025, program is al-

ready scheduled to be read by a local woman.  Grace is also look-

ing for women of our church to record an episode on the upcom-

ing dates:  May 26, July 21, or August 25. 

The devotion shared by the reader should  include a brief, begin-

ning introduction and a closing prayer to surround the message.  

The purpose is, of course, Christian in nature and scripturally 

based. You are welcome to cite scripture to support the message 

you are giving.  Cyndi O’Hara and Craig Cadman’s wife, Pixie, 

have each participated in this event, and would be a good re-

source if you have questionsl  Also, Elizabeth Essick, Bethany 

Lutheran Church, Spencer, IA, can provide information.  Contact 

her at 712-262-2327 or bethany@bethluthspencer.com.   

 

CHRISTIAN WOMAN SPEAKS RADIO BROADCAST. 
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SPENCER CHAMBER EVENT. 
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Westward Road Bio 

Providing a unique blend of gospel and modern worship mu-

sic is where Westward Road excels. Westward Road is an ex-

citing and dynamic family trio, led by Scott Roberts, a 20 year 

veteran worship leader and nation charting songwriter, and 

his wife, the talented and award winning vocalist, Kelli Rob-

erts. Their son, Garrett Roberts completes the superbly gifted 

musical family with his smooth vocal tones. Their "out of the 

box" take on worship and gospel music paired with their God 

given ability to communicate the Good News takes audiences 

into the presence of God in avery powerful way. They have 

performed for audiences in large theaters and for intimate 

settings in rural churches, festivals and fairs. A Westward 

Road concert leaves you uplifted by their message of hope 

and encouraged to live a life of trust in God. Their inspiring 

style of music along with their smooth family harmonies and 

ability to lead God's people into His presence through wor-

ship will have audiences of all ages falling in love with this 

fun and energetic trio 
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REGULARLY SCHEDULED EVENTS. 



 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
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Cuteness times two.  Here is a picture of 

Brownie and Gary Small’s great-

grandchildren “modeling” the matching 

hoodies Brownie made for them.  Mae 

and Everly Towner are nearly four 

months old.  Their parents are Morgan 

and Josh Towner and their grandparents 

are Ethan and Misty (Manwarren) Small 

– all of Sioux Falls.   

UNI Dean’s List:  Fall Semester, 2024  

Abigail O’Clair  

Kirsten Small  

The University of Northern Iowa is proud to recognize the 

academic accomplishments of students each semester by an-

nouncing the graduation and dean’s lists! Read more https://

insideuni.uni.edu/campus-community/uni-releases-fall-

2024-graduation-and-deans-lists 

 

Spencer High School 3rd Quarter Honor Roll - released Feb-

ruary 21, 2025 

Brycen Pullen  

Hannah Blume 

Pastor Michael's 

birthday is April 29. 

A BIG CONGRATULATIONS 

SHOUTOUT to Bailey Swanson for 

her hard work and dedication for 

making the Fall Dean’s List with a 

4.00 GPA!!!!!! . 

She has put in a lot of hard work with 

classes, her campus committees and 

Clay Target Team. Even striving 

through the emotional/physical ef-

fects of the summer flood and not 

missing her summer course. Way to 

go Bailey, you earned this and we are so proud of you! 

Keep up the good work!!!! - Nancy Hoffman 

Pastor Michael and 

Rachel Slininger, 

along with older 

brother, Owen, will 

officially welcome 

Elijah into the family 

at a ceremony in the 

Clay County Court-

house on Good Fri-

day, April 18, 2025.  

Specific time to be 

announced. Every-

one is invited to at-

tend. 



 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
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Steve and Peggy Palm recently moved into: 

1002 11th St. 

Milford, IA  51351 

This house previously belonged to Peggy's grandparents, 

Art and Hazel Clark.  Peggy remembers spending a lot of 

time there even as a little girl. 

 

Jim and Jan Rusk cele-

brated their 52nd wedding 

anniversary on March 21, 

2025. They joined the 

congregation of Grace 

UMC on Sunday, March 

30, 2025. 

Bob and Delores 

Barringer thank 

everyone for their 

cards, calls, visits, 

and other expres-

sions of celebration 

to mark their 74th 

Wedding Anniver-

sary on March 17, 

2025.  It was very 

much appreciated. 

Congratulations to Jessica Her-

man. She received her associate 

of arts degree from Iowa West-

ern Community College in De-

cember of 2024.Her field of 

study is social work 

Peggy is in a white spa-

ghetti strap top and 

Jeanine is in pink.  Jeanine 

is the tallest. 

Peggy is in orange next to her 

G'pa and her sister, Jeanine 

Hall, is in front of her in the 

striped shirt. 



Click here for the current calendar 

https://www.spencergumc.com/calendar.php


CHAIR PERSON OF MINISTRY BOARDS: 

Church Council: Judith Olson 

Co-Lay Leaders: Sandy Heerdt, Ben Pullen 

Lay Member to Ann. Conference: Jenn Ingledue, Bri Pullen 

Treasurer: Sue Burdick 

SPRC: Ric Guerrero 

Trustee: Gary Small 

Finance: Paul Kassel 

Missions: Brownie Small 

Memorial: Judi Calhoon 

Grace Cares: Cyndi O’Hara 

Worship: Linda O’Clair 

Children’s & Youth Ministry: Lisa Elliott 

UWF: Cyndi O’Hara and Pastor Shurmaine McAlpine 

UMM: Brad Johnson 

Youth Rep: 

Church Council Secretary: Joan Waller 

Finance Secretary: Sandy Thomas 

Director of Communications: Alison Herman 

Grace United Methodist Church 
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office@spencergumc.com 
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