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THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

At the conclusion of February, it will be 

one year since I was employed as a De-

partment Manager at VT Industries in 

Holstein, IA.  At thirteen years of age, I 

felt a call to ministry and pursued it 

fully.   From the moment I felt the call 

my whole life revolved around minis-

try, until it didn’t. I took the skills I 

learned, in a decade of one vocation, 

into new world.  There were some com-

parable aspects between the two, 

(otherwise the leadership team would 

not have hired me).  It was very excit-

ing at first and I enjoyed the challenge 

of making my mark within a growing 

company dominating in their market.  

As the leadership team saw promise in 

my abilities they began to increase my 

responsibilities.  I became ill equipped 

for the task they were asking of me.  

And, they were unwilling, or unable, to 

come along side me in a developmental 

way.  I began to discover the tools I was 

using in this arena were tools I had 

gained in ministry.  But this was not 

ministry. 

Through continued connection, I was 

able to express my desire to return to 

ministry and was appointed to Grace 

UMC.  My family will be the first to tell 

you that the last 4 years has a whirl-

wind of emotions, challenges, second 

thoughts, frustrations, fear, anxiety, 

and so much more.  Ministry is no cake 

walk, but at least my tool bag fits the 

job I’m doing. 

Looking back, I have often experienced 

that tough times don’t seem as bad, the 

further you are removed.  It is said that 

“time heals all wounds”.  When we ex-

perience this, it is important to reflect 

in the moment.  When we are going 

through tough times are we able to take 

a breath and ask ourselves “Is it really 

that bad?”  In some circumstances it 

absolutely is.  In these moments we 

come together as a church to walk 

through the hard stuff together.  There 

are also times when the church can be 

there to encourage us, by pointing out 

that we are making a mountain out of 

mole hill.  Truly, the church is about 

our relationship with brothers and sis-

ters in Christ who share grace and ac-

countability.  Relationships should al-

ways be the priority of our mission, the 

vision through which we work, and the 

medium through which we grow.   

A year removed from VT Industries, 

and I am thankful for the opportunity 

they gave me and the skills I gained.  In 

a season where I needed something 

else, with a resume that was heavy in 

one vocation, VT Industries took a 

chance on me.  It started off with great 

success and I believe we both did each 

other a great service overall.  I gained 

maturity, conflict resolution skills, a 

functional understanding of MDI 

(Measuring for Daily Improvement), 

and an increased understanding of pro-

cess development in my short time 

there.  These were all tools I could add 

to my toolbox returning to ministry. 

Looking back, it is much easier to say 

thank you VT.  I’m not going to lie, 

there are some ill feelings toward cer-

tain individuals due to issues while we 

worked together, particularly at the 

end.  But I’m hoping, writing this to 

you, I can experience some closer.  I 

am thankful for VT Industries for being 

a source of income for my family and 

for being a place to learn new skills and 

develop others.  I am also grateful for 

the people who worked to stay connect-

ed with me as took time away from 

ministry.  Without your continued rela-

tionship and encouragement, I don’t 

know if I would be writing this next 

sentence.  I am humbled and full of joy 

to be the pastor at Grace UMC.  Thank 

you, God, for your continued work in 

the world and specifically my life, and 

for you consistency in using second 

chances.  

To contact Pastor Michael 

Email: ThePastor@spencergumc.com 
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MISSION PROJECTS 

JUMPSTART 

Thank you for everyone who donated items for JumpStart in February. All bags 
were delivered and distributed by the Head Start Staff.  

For the month of February we are collecting the following items:  

• Pizza Crust (Furnished by UDMO) 

• Pepperoni (Furnished by Missions) 

• Pizza Sauce  15oz 

•  Parmesan Cheese 3oz 

• Applesauce Cups-6pk 4oz  

Packing day for our JumpStart Bags is March 19 after the Wednesday morning 
coffee. Delivery day is March 20.  

FLOOD BUCKETS 

The Missions Committee is currently working on looking into organizing a work 
day for filling flood buckets here at Grace. It is the hope of this committee to 
make this a citywide event. We would like to see this occur close to the one year 
anniversary of the flood. As the plans materialize we will keep everyone posted.  

SLEEPING MATS 

Our completed sleep mat numbers continue to grow as dedicated workers 
weave on Wednesday afternoons. At last count we had 74 sleep mats 
completed. That’s 46,900 plastic bags that did not go to landfills. If you 
are interested in learning more about sorting, cutting, making plarn or 
twofers or weaving, please reach out to Sue Hitchcock at 262-7604 for 
information.  

READING BOOKS 

The Missions Committee is looking forward to giving out books to gradu-
ating 2nd graders again this spring. It is the hope that by reading through 
the summer the children will be better ready to start the school year in 
the fall. This year we would like to include second graders in Sacred 
Heart School, Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran School and two Home-
schooled students for a total of 180 students within Spencer. Foundation 
Grant money and our noisy offerings will help provide funding for this 
very worthy project. Lisa Elliott has agreed to assist with this project.  

Brownie Small, Missions Chair 
 

TRUSTEES—IN BRIEF 

 
Work will wrap up this Spring on the air-conditioning, the elevator, and 
the bell tower.  Workdays may be planned for a clean-up and repair of the 
shower area in the basement.  New sheetrock will then be installed. 
 
Some electrical items purchased are not needed so they will be returned 
and the flood budget will regain those dollars.  The elevator repair still 
requires a final payment.  The FEMA process was closed since their offer 
consisted ONLY of a loan, something not needed at Grace. 
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March we are collecting  

• Pizza Sauce  15oz 

•  Parmesan Cheese 3oz 

• Applesauce Cups-6pk 4oz  

 

 

Wednesdays 2pm 

- Loom work ses-

sion 

Noisy Offerings on 

Sundays during Lent 

will help provide 

funding for 2nd  

Grade Reading Books 



 

WORSHIP 
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Wednesday . March 5th, 6:00 PM Devotion and  
Imposition of Ashes in  the Sanctuary  

CHILDREN MNISTRIES 

Be looking for a calendar on the bulletin board outside of 
the office for a schedule of 2025 events planned by the 
children’s ministry team. May this calendar help you to 
schedule time to assist with the events. There are often 
many ways to help such as; food prep, craft prep, deco-
rating, leading or assisting children.  We will continue to 
have sign up sheets in the Narthex prior to events, but 
hope the calendar will give everyone more advanced no-
tice. 
 
March 5 the children in the Wednesday night class will be 
learning about Ash Wednesday and having a Mardi Gras 
celebration in the Fellowship Hall. Families are invited to 
join in the celebration that evening.  April 30 will be the 
last Wednesday night class for this session. 
 
Thank you to all who have volunteered to assist with the 
nursery during 9:30 church service. If you would like to 
occasionally help in the nursery or any aspect of chil-
dren’s ministry please contact Lisa Elliott. 

GRACE CARES 
Grace Cares will be providing the Sunday Worship Ser-
vice for SPARC on March 16, 2025, starting at the 
Longhouse building at 4:30 pm and the Northshire 
building at 5:00 pm.  We currently have three persons 
in these buildings that Grace Cares  ministers to every 
month.  Anyone is welcome to join us as we share the 
love of Christ in this setting.   
 



FINANCE 

  5 

 



UNITED WOMEN OF FAITH 

 Spencer Grace United Women in Faith met for their February 

meeting on 2/6/2025 at 1:30 pm in the church narthex. Fourteen 

members were present, and we were joined by Shepherdess Jan 

Yungbluth from the Royal chapter of UWFaith. She advised us of 

upcoming UWFaith events and served as the leader for our In-

stallation of Officers for 2025. Our newest officer is Lisa Elliott, 

serving as our secretary; we thank you for volunteering.  

Special mission pins have been awarded to Crystal Handy and 

Dorothy DeGroot. It was noted that Crystal has been faithfully 

involved in Children’s Education, Grace Cares, choir and bell 

choir, study groups, lay servant training, and is currently Presi-

dent of Esther Circle. We consider Crystal a prayer warrior. Dor-

othy expressed that she is honored to be recognized for her in-

volvement on several church committees, lay servant training, 

United Women in Faith as Program Resources and Reading Pro-

gram Coordinator and for the church library, Esther Circle, Grief 

Share, and has led and participated in several study groups. She 

was active in BeUMC and helped put together services; she con-

tinued to assist in putting together the latest newsletter, etc. Dor-

othy is always willing to step up and help out.  

Our next meeting is scheduled for April 3rd at 1:30 pm. Our pro-

gram will cover the first two chapters from Welcome Home led 

by Lisa Elliott and Cyndi O’Hara. We are always welcome to 

more women joining UWFaith to learn, share, support, and be in 

love and action on behalf of women, children and youth. If you 

would like to check out our 2025 program plan, you can find one 

at the Welcome Center or the church office. Or feel free to con-

nect with any UWFaith member.  

 

Meeting Dates 

Thursday at 1:30 pm 

April 3 
June 5 
August 7 
October 2 
December 4 

Esther Circle  

on the 4th Tuesday at 5:00 

https://uwfaith.org/ 
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2025 Officers 

Cyndi O’Hara 
(712)363-3185 
 
Lisa Elliott 
(712)240-0929 
 
Shurmaine McAlpine  
(712)592-1636  
 
Jane Ingledue 
(605)413-7034 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

Please join us on Saturday, March 8th, at 8:00 AM for our next 
program.  The speaker will be Kali Tomlinson from Okoboji Unit-
ed Methdist Camp. Sshewill discuss the upcoming Camp sessions 
and Future Projects at the camp 

EVERYONE is welcome to attend this event which includes a wonderful 
breakfast prepared and served by the UMM. 

Next Meeting 

Saturday,March 8th, 

8:00 AM  

Next Meeting 

Saturday,March 8th, 

8:00 AM  

https://www.gcumm.org/ 



ESSENTRICS 

Monday & Wednesday  

9:30AM—10:00 AM 

 

——followed by  —- 

CHAIR YOGA 

Monday & Wednesday  

10:00 AM– 10:30AM 

 

Both classes are FREE and open to 

everyone. 

UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

ESSENTRICS 

There has been an expressed interest in starting a church 
book club. Do we have other readers who would be interest-
ed in participating? We could meet monthly or bi-monthly 
to discuss a chosen book and/or share recommendations in 
books we have read. Our church and public libraries both 
have great choice options. If this might be of interest to you, 
please contact the church office (712-262-5970) or a sign-
up sheet will be in the narthex.  One more way we can con-
nect as a church family! 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS 

CHURCH BOOK CLUB 

For those interested in joining Grace UMC as a member, Pastor 
Michael will be hosting a class starting Sunday, February 16th.  
The class will meet every other week concluding with a 
“Receiving of Members” Sunday on April 6th. 

Class meeting dates are February 16, March 2, March 16, March 
30, and April 6.  Classes will meet at 10:45 following the worship 
Service in the library. 
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Essentrics is a new class at church led by Bernie Beecher.  
It is held on Monday and Wednesday from 9:30AM to 
10:00AM.  Essentrics training is a type of strength train-
ing that involves using the target muscles to control 
weight as it moves in a downward motion. This type of 
training can help build muscle, improve athletic perfor-
mance, and reduce the risk of injury. An eccentric con-
traction is the motion of an active muscle while it is 
lengthening under load. Essentrics training is repetitively 
doing eccentric muscle contractions. For example, in a 
biceps curl the action of lowering the dumbbell back down 
from the lift is the eccentric phase of that exercise – as 
long as the dumbbell is lowered slowly rather than letting 

 

Class meeting dates are 

March 2 

March 16 

March 30 

April 6.   

Meet at 10:45 in the library. 



Together through Christ may we truly love our neighbor as ourselves…
and may we find ourselves in Christ as we love our neighbor— 
Kyle Bennett 

What:  Training for Local SPRC, Trustees and All Local Church Officers 

When:  Saturday, March 8th from 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Where:  Laurens UMC at 201 W Main St, Laurens, IA  50554 

Why:  Grow your knowledge and serve your church with the latest guid-
ance.  Interact with other laity and church leaders.  Be blessed to be a 
blessing to others as you follow your leadership role. 

 

Pastor Michael will be leading a 9
-week study through the book 
Practice of Love:  Spiritual 
Disciplines for the Life of the 
World  to begin Tuesday, Febru-
ary 18th at 10 a.m. in the Wesley 
Room.  This class will end on the 
Tuesday of Holy Week (April 
15th).  Books can be purchased 
through Cokesbury 
(www.cokesbury.com) or through 
the church office.  The book is 
priced at $19 plus shipping. 

In the book’s preface, Kyle Ben-
nett says: 

The way of Jesus does not involve 
endless, private, mystical experi-
ences…Rather it is the transfor-
mation of mundane activities that 
have vast public implication for 
our neighbor. Many of us are 
blind to the way we oppress, ne-
glect, and ignore our neighbor in 
the little things we do everyday…
Are we loving our neighbor in 
everyday procedures and cultural 
practices?...Together through 
Christ may we truly love our 

neighbor as ourselves…and may 
we find ourselves in Christ as we 
love our neighbor. 

TRAINING FOR LOCAL CHURCH BOARDS 

TUESDAY MORNING STUDY 
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“Christian Woman Speaks” (CWS) is a radio 

program that continues to share the Good 

News of Christ through an opportunity gra-

ciously provided by KICD-AM.  It has been 

in existence for over 50 years. Grace United 

Methodist Church has asked to be added to 

the schedule of these recorded broadcasts.  

They are produced locally and are eight to 

ten minutes in length.   

We are asking the women at Grace to consider recording an episode for 

the 2025 schedule.  The March 16, 2025, program is already scheduled 

to be read by a local woman.  Grace is also looking for women of our 

church to record an episode on the upcoming dates:  May 26, July 21, or 

August 25. 

The devotion shared by the reader should  include a brief, beginning 

introduction and a closing prayer to surround the message.  The pur-

pose is, of course, Christian in nature and scripturally based. You are 

welcome to cite scripture to support the message you are giving.  Cyndi 

O’Hara and Craig Cadman’s wife, Pixie, have each participated in this 

event, and would be a good resource if you have questionsl  Also, Eliza-

beth Essick, Bethany Lutheran Church, Spencer, IA, can provide infor-

mation.  Contact her at 712-262-2327 or betha-

ny@bethluthspencer.com.   

 

   

 

CHRISTIAN WOMAN SPEAKS RADIO BROADCAST. 
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ADULT EDUCATION 

Every Sunday morning after worship, a group gathers in the Wesley 
Room for discussion and for further learning.  The Scripture for the 
morning is discussed and the context knowledge is expanded.  The 
group discusses the Pastor’s message and applies it to their life experi-
ences.  Sharing and supporting each other has helped us to grow in 
our faith.   

If you are interested in discussing the morning’s learning, please con-
sider joining the group.  Three leaders:  Larry Oswald, Jan Watson, 
and Cyndi O’Hara take turns leading the discussion. 



SPENCER CHAMBER EVENT. 
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MEALS ON WHEELS 

Grace is blessed with the opportunity to feed hungry people in our 
own community. March is our month to deliver meals to our 

neighbors. This mission only takes 2 hours a day, but has a huge 
impact. Our assigned days are Thursdays and Fridays. You will 

find more information and a sign-up sheet  in the Narthex by mid-
February. Contact Sheryl Larson, 512-657-1288, with questions. 

Meals on Wheels 
For I was hungry and you gave me food...I was 
sick and you visited me” Matthew 25:  35-36 

 



 

MUSICAL MINISTRIES AT GRACE 
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REGULARLY SCHEDULED EVENTS. 



 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
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A Message from Sandy Heerdt, Co-Lay Leader 

 

A very merry March to our GUMC Church family and friends! I will 

be sharing with you a short monthly message which I hope might 

bless you/us in our journey of faith.  

 

Do you ever feel a bit lost in how best you can serve God?  Do you 

ever question what you have to offer God and His creation?  I have 

these questions from time to time. 

 

Recently I came across a Spiritual Gifts Inventory on our United 

Methodist Website, under “Discipleship Ministries”: Spiritual Gifts 

Inventory This consisted of 80 questions with a very simple answer-

ing technique.  It didn’t take me long to answer the ques-

tions.  When I was done, an automated response was given with the 

results of my answers.  It listed a description of my top 3 spiritual 

gifts with summaries of what the results meant.  For me, my top 

three gifts were  1. FAITH, 2. MIRACLES and 3.TEACHING.  I read 

the summaries and felt very comfortable with the summaries.   

 

I encourage you to go to this website and see where your gifts 

fall.  You do need to print the results before leaving the website, as 

they won’t be available after you leave the site.  This is just the be-

ginning of realizing our gifts. If we don’t use and share our gifts, 

what good are they?  

Happy  74TH Anniversary To  
BOB AND DELORES BARRINGER.   
They were married on March 17, 1951. 
 
 
 
 
Belated Happy  Anniversary Wishes To  
KEITH AND LINDA BRESS  
They celebrated 52 years on February 18, 2025. 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en


 MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK 
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 Volunteer in the office answering phones  

 Help cook the meal Wednesday nights  

 Help set up or clean up Wednesday nights. Help in the 

classrooms duringh Grace kidz Work in the nursery Sunday 

mornings 

 Working in the  Welcome Booth. 

 Sunday mornings work in the hospitality counter 

 Work in the media booth 

 Liturgist  

 Play an instrument or sing with the Grace band. 

 Sing with the choir 

 Play with the Grace bells 

 Hrlp with weddings, funerals, or other community events 

 Assist with cleaning or maintenance 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MANY ACTIVITES 

If you're interested in 

any of these items 

please talk with pastor 

Michael or circle what 

you'd like to work with 

write your name and 

phone number on the 

paper and turn it in the 

office and it will be giv-

en to the appropriate 

person 

EASTER LILIES 

Please take this form 

and money in a 

sealed envelope to 

the designated box in 

the office. 





CHAIR PERSON OF MINISTRY BOARDS: 

Church Council: Judith Olson 

Co-Lay Leaders: Sandy Heerdt, Ben Pullen 

Lay Member to Ann. Conference: Jenn Ingledue, Bri Pullen 

Treasurer: Sue Burdick 

SPRC: Ric Guerrero 

Trustee: Gary Small 

Finance: Paul Kassel 

Missions: Brownie Small 

Memorial: Judi Calhoon 

Grace Cares: Cyndi O’Hara 

Worship: Linda O’Clair 

Children’s & Youth Ministry: Lisa Elliott 

UWF: Cyndi O’Hara and Pastor Shurmaine McAlpine 

UMM: Brad Johnson 

Youth Rep: 

Church Council Secretary: Joan Waller 

Finance Secretary: Sandy Thomas 

Director of Communications: Alison Herman 

Grace United Methodist Church 

 

 

2311 2nd Ave. W, 

Spencer, IA 51301 

 

712-262-5970 

www. spencergumc.com 

 

Email to: 

 

office@spencergumc.com 
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