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Wednesday, August 4:  Coffee @ Grace - Meet & Greet - 9:30 AM 
Wednesday, August 4: Grace United Methodist Church @ 6-8 PM 

No host needed.  Coffee & Cookies will be served. 
Sunday, August 8: John & Mary Rahn’s Home @ 6:30 PM 
 

Watch for MORE TO COME on our weekly updates.... 

THANK YOU FOR SPONSORING THE CATCH THE SPIRIT: 
 

August 1:  Open,   August 8:  Open,  August 15: Open, August 22:  Open 
August 29:  Don & Sylvia Schoer, in honor of their 66th Wedding  
  Anniversary on September 2.   
 

To sponsor the ‘Catch the Spirit’ in honor or in memory of someone please call 
the church to reserve the date you would like to sponsor.  Each Sunday costs 
$60.00.  Thank you! 

Need a Bible?    
Ready for a new one? 

Pastor Tim is encouraging all of us to bring our Bibles to 
Church.   We are placing an order for Bibles soon. Both 
large print and regular print Bibles will be $20.00. These 
Bibles will be the Life Application Study Bible (NIV).  
Question please contact the church office. 

 

Please note:  This offer is for one per person attending at 
Grace United Methodist Church.   Thank you for your 
understanding. 

 
 

 
 

 
Wednesdays, August 4 & 18 

9:30 AM in the Narthex 
Questions contact Bonnie Foust. 

 

WEIGHTED 
WORKS WITH 

LOVE 
Wednesday, August 25  

(9 AM to 3 PM)  
 

Custom-made weighted blankets, lap 
pads, and shoulder wraps for 
individuals who may benefit from deep 
pressure therapy.  This ecumenical 
group of wonderful ladies welcome you 
to come and see how these are put 
together and ask questions.  All are 
welcome. 

 

Contact Brownie Small (262-7420) or 
Sue Hitchcock (262-7604) 



I took Beckett to Deerfield Park, and, of course, I had to try out all the playground equipment as well!  
We climbed the rock wall and the ropes, went down slides, and slid across the zip line.  Yet piece of 
equipment made for balancing that I could not get the hang of!  I must have tried 20 times and each 
time I fell off!  A few times I balanced myself but a second or two later my weight shifted, and I would 
have to jump back onto the solid ground.   
 

This piece of park equipment reminds me of Jesus’ parable about the house on the rock in Matthew 
7:24-27.  Jesus said, “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams 
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its 
foundation on the rock.”  The rock is the firm foundation of God’s Word.  The Word is our standard.  
Throughout the ages it has instructed the Israelites, Jews, & Christians on how to live in a that glorifies 
God. 
 

Yet the Word of God has another purpose; those who submit to the teaching of it will flourish in life.  
There is an old saying that is entirely true, ‘if your Bible is falling apart than your life isn’t.’  The Word is 
truly the golden standard on how we think, act, and behave.  Unfortunately, many Christians have 
denigrated the authority of God’s Word by denying it’s divine inspiration and interpreting it through 
their own human reason and experience.  Jesus has some pretty clear words for people these people, 
“But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a 
foolish man who built his house on sand.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”  What is Christianity 
without the Word?  It is a false faith that is based upon our fickle human inclinations of what is good 
and right.     
    

Therefore, our next sermon series will be focused on understanding God’s Word.  We will be studying 
the book “A Firm Foundation: Hope and Vision for a New Methodist Future.”  Clear is kind and so let 
me state up front, this book has been published by the Wesleyan Covenant Association, but this 
sermon series is not about homosexuality or splitting from the United Methodist Church.  Instead, I will 
be using this as a tool to teach our congregation an orthodox (right-teaching) systematic theology.  
(The church will have these books available for purchase in the near future).   
 

Here is what to expect: 

 August 15
th

:  When Jesus is Lord (Christology)   

 August 22
nd

:  Faithfully Engaging the Scriptures  

 August 29
th

:  When the Holy Spirit Comes with Fire (Pneumatology) 

 September 5
th

:  Loving God with an Undivided Heart 

 September 12
th

:  The Dynamism of Discipleship 

 September 19
th

: The Church’s Global DNA (Ecclesiology)   
 

                                                   
 

For Your Situational Awareness (FYSA) 
 

Priority #1 (Trust) 150 in 100 
We had a slow start as expected but my wife and I have met with 28 people over the first 23 days!   
These meetings have been great, and I would encourage you to sign up!   

Priority #2 (Attracting Families and Youth) Second Service 
My vision of reaching out to families and youth begins with having a contemporary service in 
addition to the traditional service.  I am working with leadership to transform the fellowship hall into 
a site that is conducive to a contemporary service.  I envision this space as a family life center 
which we will be able to hold different types of events such as weddings, funerals, graduation 
parties, and so on.    

Priority #3 (Attracting Families and Youth) Aligning Staff Resources to the Vision 
I am working with leadership to create staff positions for a youth group director & contemporary 
worship leader.  I believe these positions are vital to attract and retain youth and family.     

Save the Dates 
It is my intention to host an Alpha group after the Clay County Fair.  This will likely be on 
Wednesday evenings.  In addition, I will be leading a Financial Peace University class after the 
new year.  This will also be on Wednesday evenings.     



... 

 Thank you to everyone who helped make the Relay For Life 
rummage sale a success.  Special thanks to those who helped 
with set-up, worked the sale, or helped with clean up.  Thanks 
for all the wonderful donations and to all the shoppers.  Many 
people make this event a huge success. Relay for Life is 
scheduled for August 14, at the Clay County Fairgrounds.  
Please mark your calendar and join us! 

 Grace United Methodist Church and the City of Spencer both 
celebrated their 150th year anniversary with the Flagfest 
Parade on June 12.  The Spencer Circuit of the Methodist 
Church was established in September 1871, with the 
incorporation of the local church in 1872.  Displayed on the 
float were a replica of the bell tower, a lectern and three rows 
of choir members.  Persons designing and building the float 
were: Linda Bress, Peggy Palm, Dalen Heida, Brad Johnson, 
and John Rahn.  Participating as choir members and minster 
were: Lorraine Conley, John Harker, Sandy and Lenny Heerdt, 
Cheryl Larson, Peggy and Steve Palm, Cindy O’Hara, Margie 
Pitts and John Rahn.  A great time was had by waving at a 
record crowd for the parade. 

GREETINGS FROM GGT 
 

We have some exciting news!  GGT has had numerous fundraisers 
over the years to raise money for a new floor in the Fellowship Hall.  
We had chili cook-offs and pie auctions, square dances and BBQ’s 
to raise money, thanks to your generosity we all have successfully 
raised $13,500 for the NEW flooring in Fellowship Hall.  This has 
taken some time and we thank you for your patience in this pro-
cess.  We are super excited to be working with the Trustees on this 
project.  We have only been able to raise this kind of money with 
the AWESOME support from all of you at Grace Church and we 
truly appreciate and hope to continue to have your support with 
new things coming.  Let’s keep Grace Growing Together.  
 

Thank you - GGT 

 

Missions News... 
 

Missions will be working on ways to realign 
our mission efforts to fulfill the goal of 
reaching out to more children and families.  
 

Some exciting fall plans include: 
 

Jump Start will begin in September. We 
plan to order all the groceries this school 
year so all items are the same - monetary 
donations would be appreciated. Look for 
the packing dates next month.  
 

Head Start - we have not made a delivery 
of play dough for quite some time to Head 
Start so would like to get a large supply 
together to deliver at the start of the school 
year. Play dough can be bought or home 
made and can be brought to the office or 
put in the bucket in the Narthex. Head Start 
started a dental fund for children’s dental 
work last year. More details will be coming 
on how we can help with this ministry.  
 

Food Pantry- we will be donating the items 
in our food pantry to UDMO. Please donate 
all future food items to Upper Des Moines 
Opportunity, 2512 Hwy Blvd.  
 

All occasion card ministry– Hand made 
cards will be available in the Narthex for 
anyone needing a card to send or give to a 
loved one. There is a donation box on the 
card cart for you to put your money 
donation in.  All donations will go to 
Missions.  If you would like to donate for 
supplies for this ministry, monetary 
donations or Hobby Lobby gift cards can be 
brought to the office.  
 

We look forward to sharing with you other 
exciting projects coming in the future.  
 

Thanks for your continued support of 
Missions! 
 

Gina Kohrs, Chair of Missions 

 

Our 

Mission 
Should be in line 

JESUS’ 
With that of 

THANK YOU FOR A GREAT VBS 
 

 Thirty-nine children rode on the Rocky 

Railway in July. VBS took place for 3 days, wrapping 

up with a tour of the KICD Smokey Mountain Central 

Railroad. On July 11, VBS children showed off their 

singing and dancing during worship, and families were treated to 

lunch sponsored by the Missions Committee. The VBS mission 

project was to raise money for Hope Haven’s wheelchair fund. 

Families and church members were very generous. The Children’s 

Ministry committee is very grateful for all the volunteers and 

people that made donations. The Grace family made this a 

successful event. Thank you.  



August 1 
   9:30 Worship 
August 2 
   1:00 PM  DHS Meeting 
   1:30 PM  Drug Testing 
   5:30 PM  Mission Meeting 
August 3 
   6:45 AM  Bible Study 
   7:00 PM  Troop 123 
August 4 
   9:30 AM  Coffee @ Grace 
   6:00 PM  Meet & Greet @ church 
August 5 
   5:00 PM  Mainstreet Market floats 
August 6 
   Grace Office is closed. 
August 8 
   9:30 AM  Worship  
   6:30 PM  Meet & Greet @ Rahn’s 
August 9 
   2:00 PM  Quilt Group 
   6:30 PM  Trustee Meeting 
August 10 
   6:45 AM  Bible Study 
   9:00 AM  Staff Meeting 
   5:15 PM  PALS Board Mtg. 
   7:00 PM  Troop 123 

August 11 
   1:00 PM  Drug Testing 
August 12 
   5:00 PM  Mainstreet Market floats 
August 15– Newsletter Articles Due 
   9:30 AM  Worship 
August 16 
   9:00 AM  Drug Testing 
August 17 
   6:45 AM  Bible Study 
   9:00 AM  Staff Meeting 
   7:00 PM  Troop 123 
August 18 
   9:30 AM Coffee @ Grace 
August 19 
   1:30 PM  Mary Circle 
August 22 
   9:30 AM  Worship Service 
August 23 
   6:30 PM  Ad Council Meeting 
August 24 
   6:45 AM  Bible Study 
   9:00 AM  Staff Meeting 
   7:00 PM  Troop123 
August 25 
   9:00 AM  Weighted Works with Love  

 

August 29 
   9:30 AM  Worship Service 
August 31 
   6:45 AM  Bible Study 
   9:00 AM  Staff Meeting 
   5:30 PM  GGT Meeting 
   7:00 PM  Troop 123 

Pastor Tim Frasher  
tim.frasher@spencergumc.com  
 

Ministry Contacts:  
Ad Council: Cyndi O’Hara  
Staff Parish: Mitch McCann 
Finance: Dennis Spooner  
Trustee: Gary Small  
Lay Leaders: John Rahn & Cyndi O’Hara  
Missions: Gina Kohrs  
Worship:  Lynnette Gross 
Children’s Ministry: 
 Lisa Elliott & Sheryl Larson  
ADT:  Bill & Shurmaine McAlpine 
UMW: Sandy Heerdt  
UMM:  Brad Johnson 
Stewardship:  John Rahn   
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Root Beer Float Handout 
Thursdays 5-6:30 PM 

Aug 5 & 12 
North Fellowship Hall entrance 
Thanks for the donations of ice 

cream and root beer! 

FYI:  The office will be closed 
on Friday, August 6.  Please if 
you have business take care of 
it prior to that day.  Thanks! 


