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            Christ is Risen Indeed! 

A special CHURCH CONFERENCE was held Monday, 
March 22 with 32 persons present.  District Superintendent 
Rev. Ron Carlson presided. Three items were on the 
agenda and were dealt with as follows: 
 

1.On recommendation of the Pastoral Housing Task Force 
and the Trustees, the motion was to sell the residential 
property located at 538 West Lane, Spencer. That action 
passed. 
 

2. The next item was to change pastoral compensation 
starting July 1, 2021. Current/New levels are as follows:  

                      Current / New 
Cash Compensation                   $79,000 / $73,000 
Health Ins. Appointment fee       $17,412 / $17,412 
Pension: Church Share              $14,813 / $13,688 
Mileage reimbursement            $2,500 / $2,500 
Continuing Education                  $1,500 / $1,500 
Annual Conference Attendance     $ 500  / $ 500 
Other Reimbursed Exp.                 $ 500  /  $ 500 
Total Compensation                 $116,225 / $109,100 

That action also passed.  (Information: UM pastors are 
considered “self-employed” by the IRS. They pay the entire 
“social security” amount. Pastor is also responsible for 
parsonage utilities.) 
 

3. Consider to accept a non-restricted bequest from the estate 
of George/Margery Fraseur in the amount of $50,749.48. That 
motion passed. 
  Subsequent discussion centered on current GUMC policy 
from 1991 that any non-restricted bequest over $5,000 be 
automatically put into the corpus of the GUMC Foundation. A 
motion to suspend that rule for the Fraseur bequest for a 6 
month period; for the purpose of evaluating current needs, 
passed. 
 

Thank you for the discernment. thoughtfulness and 
preparation by many people that went into the actions of this 
Conference.  Pastor Paul 



GIVING FOR THE RIGHT REASONS 
By Saving Grace     On February 23, 2021    Leading Ideas 

 

The Christian faith invites us to think about giving in new and countercultural ways. Giving faithfully and for the 
right reasons puts us in alignment with God’s purposes and brings joy. 

 

Our consumer culture sends us many messages about what it means to give and give well. Believing these messages draws 
us away from the faithful way, and in doing so, it keeps us from experiencing the joy of generosity that God has in mind for 
us. 

WHAT OUR CONSUMER CULTURE SAYS ABOUT GIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT FAITH SAYS ABOUT GIVING 
The Bible characterizes those who give out of a desire to grow in their discipleship as “generous.” A generous giver is one 
who gives with a joyful attitude and a compassionate heart. Just as a body of water without an outlet becomes stagnant, a life 
without an outlet for giving becomes a stagnant life. Giving is the channel through which God’s love, compassion, and 
generosity can flow through us. 
 When we give, we become more of who God designed us to be. Created in God’s image, we are made to live in 
connection and community with others and to share a portion of what we have with others. Simply put, giving changes the 
lives of not only those who receive, but also those who give. 
 
 

1.  “Give if it benefits you.”  We are responding to this 
message when the primary motivation for our giving is 
being recognized or when we give as a tax benefit, our 
giving is to gain influence or notoriety. 
2. “Give to get.” 
This attitude can even infect our spiritual life when we 
believe that our giving is a kind of inducement for God to 
give us back more. This “prosperity gospel” message 
works its way into many churches. 
3. “Give if there is anything left over.” 
For the vast majority of people, giving comes last in our 
financial habits. It has been documented that during the 

most prosperous periods in our recent history, a strange 
counterintuitive thing happened — giving actually 
decreased as a percentage when income increased. 
Spending consumed the additional income. For many, 
giving is an afterthought, not a priority. 
4. “Give out of a sense of duty.” 
Our consumer culture, and sometimes even our churches 
will guilt us into feeling that we have a duty to give 
something. The Lord does ask us to give to those who 
need it, but God is also concerned about why we give. 
Giving out of duty or guilt is an empty gesture and different 
from generous giving which comes from the heart. 

1. Faithful giving is a response to God’s goodness. 
God calls us to give in response to God’s goodness. 
James 1:17: “Every good gift, every perfect gift comes 
from above. These gifts come down from the Father, the 
creator …”  Our Creator gives us good things, and our 
giving is simply a way to say, “Thank you. I’m grateful.” An 
important way we show our gratefulness is by making our 
giving the first obligation, the “First Fruits,” of our income.  
2. Faithful giving acknowledges God as our source of 
security. 
In Matthew 6:19-21, Jesus warned followers not to store 
up treasures here on earth, where they can be eaten by 
moths, get rusty, stolen (or where one economic downturn 
can wipe them out). Instead, store up treasures in 
heaven. Another way to think of it is not to put your 
security in wealth, but in the Provider of wealth — not in 
the gift, but the Giver. 
3. Faithful giving furthers God’s justice. 
A third reason God calls us to give is because God cares 
about economic justice. The growing inequality of 
resource distribution is one of the great issues facing our 

world today, and it is creating much conflict. Throughout 
the Scriptures, material blessing has been linked to 
obedience, particularly in reference to justice and 
compassion for the poor. If God has blessed us beyond 
what we need, it’s not just to increase our standard of 
living. We are called to love. We can give without loving, 
but we cannot love without giving. 
4. Faithful giving blesses us and others. 
God blesses people to extend blessing to others. In 
Genesis 12:2-3, God tells Abraham that he and his family 
are being blessed in part so that they can be a blessing to 
others. We miss that joy and blessing in our own lives 
when we hold on to what we have rather than sharing 
freely with others. 
5. Faithful giving breaks the hold money can have 
over us. 
A final and very important reason for giving is that it breaks 
the hold money and its partner, power, can so easily have 
on us. Money & power easily demand our ego-centric 
allegiance. When I release money by giving, it breaks the 
hold money & power can have over me. 



Yes, I’ve been doing some retrospection these days. I’ve also been cleaning out some files and folders. While I may down 
the road be involved in some form of ministry, I don’t need to load and move some of the assortment of articles and items 
I’ve collected.  Yet, too many have proven to be more than I could part with.  In that vein, I humbly, as only a pastor, offer 
this perspective on pastors… and Jesus! 

 
  JESUS  
  Walks on water  
  Changes water into wine  
  Welcomes the children  
  Curses fig tree  
  Stills the storm  
  Feeds 5,000  
  From a distance heals centurion’s servant  
  Heals paralyzed man  
  Overturns money-changers’ tables  
  Raises the dead  
  Cleanses lepers  
  Light of the World  
  Stands at the door and knocks  
  Calls disciples 

Pastor 
Slips on ice 

Changes water into coffee 
Has Children’s sermon 

Kills houseplants 
Puts on storm windows 
Buys snacks for youth 

Uses  TV remote (with either hand!) 
Gets children to do chores 
Puts away folding tables 

Wakes teenagers 
Has changed dirty diapers 

Turns on [and off!] the lights 
Has a key for the church door 

Calls the Trustee chair 

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM  
December 11 & 12. 

 

From April 1 to Dec. 11 there are only 239 days!! 
Organizational meeting: April 7, @ 5:30 PM 

 

From the start, we are making an effort to include area United Methodist churches in the planning, construction and casting 
of this year’s edition of Journey to Bethlehem.  We are hoping representatives can be present for the organizational meeting.   

Anyone and everyone is invited to the organizational meeting. Contact me if you wish to zoom in.   ~Pastor Paul 

IOWA WALK TO EMMAUS:   

“A community for the development of Christian leaders” 
The purpose of Walk to Emmaus is to develop leaders for the 
church. Emmaus will inspire, challenge, and equip participants 
for Christian action in their homes, churches, and places of 
work.  Emmaus lifts up a way for our grace-filled lives to be 
lived and shared with others. NOTE: This is not literally a “walk” 
but is named for the “walk” detailed in Luke 24:13-35. Persons 
with limited mobility will still enjoy and benefit tremendously 
from this experience!  Talk to Pastor Paul or any other Walk to 
Emmaus veteran:  

Upcoming Walks: 
 July 15-18   Men’s Walk at Grace UMC – Spencer 
 July 22-25   Women’s Walk at Grace UMC- Spencer 
To register, go to http://www.iowawalktoemmaus.org/   

"A leader stays alive not by 'playing it safe' but by taking 
deliberate risks based on ongoing assessment of the territory, 
knowing that corrective action will almost always be necessary."

                                   ~Ronald Heifetz 



FOUNDATION DISBURSEMENT 
 
Annual Report from the Foundation Board was received at worship March 7th. Chairperson Mike Carlson, in his final report 
as President, reported the 2020 activity of the endowment accounts.  He also reported that Vice-president Paul Daniels has 
been elected to move into the President position and Alison Herman was affirmed to continue as secretary/treasurer. 
 
The General Fund monies are split evenly in fourths to be available for ministries in these four categories: 

1. Global and Local Missions    
2. Capital Improvements 
3. Outreach and Emerging Ministries   
4. Educational Opportunities 

 
The applications for Foundation funds are due 8:05 AM. Wednesday, April 14.  After that, the Disbursement Committee will 
read and score each application.  That group then gathers to create a recommendation to the Administrative Council for 
consideration and approval for use of the funds. Grant application forms are available in the office, Narthex and on our 
website: Foundation application link click here.  
 
Reminder: None of the Foundation funds are to be used for normally budgeted expenses of Grace UMC ministries.  God has 
blessed each of us yet living with resources to be directed to current, known, on-going ministries. Only by giving our selves 
and our own offerings will we experience the joy in that part of us created in the image of our Giving God! 
 
If you have questions, contact a member of the Disbursement Committee consisting of: Dennis Spooner, Lenny Heerdt, 
Heather Watson, Judith Olson, Cyndi O’Hara, Pastor Paul. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Sandy Heerdt 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always, I will say it again: Rejoice! 
Philippians 4:4 

  

Easter is around the corner. Spring is here. Vaccinations are in full swing. It is 
indeed a time to rejoice. Praise God.  On top of all this GOOD NEWS, the 
Executive Officers of our local UMW are meeting March 31st for the first time 
since last October.  Some topics we will be covering will be the possibility of 
writing a grant application, applications for Foundation monies, when our 
Circles can begin gathering, preparing for our Virtual Tea, Ingathering 
contributions and progress on our Reading Program. It is an exciting time. We 
will then be getting in touch with members as to how we will proceed in a safe 
and smart fashion.  May we “begin again” in a celebratory fashion! 
  

Would you like to get on board as a UMW member? You are more than 
welcome! 
Call me or get in touch with any member (see the UMW Bulletin Board outside 
the church office). 
 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be  
a community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to 
experience  freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop 
a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 
through  
participation in the global ministries of the church. 

CHURCH PLANTERS 

The church has planters around the building 
that give it some real color and life during the 
summer. The past two years marvellous 
“gardeners” have adopted a planter or two 
and it’s been beautiful!  
“Adopt A Planter” is now 
open. The office has a 
map of locations and will 
put your name on the 
planter you adopt. Speak 

up quick!  

 

GRACE COFFEE  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ 9:00 AM 
 

In person (masks & social distancing) & by 
Zoom.  If you are interested in 
attending or would like to join 
by Zoom please contact the 
church office 262-5970. 

http://www.spencergumc.com/forms.php


UPDATE EMAIL ADDRESSES 
 

If you currently have an 
“smunet.net” email address, 
please remember to give the 
church your new email address 
so we can up-date our records 
and continue to keep in touch.  
Just call (262-5970) or send an 
email to the office 
(office@spencergumc.com).  Thank you! 

GIVE ONLINE... 
 

Who: Anyone wanting to give who has a 
bank account, credit card, or debit card. 
 

What:  Give securely online as a one-time 
payment or automatically recurring 
payments. 
 

When:  Anytime, and especially when you’re unable to 
worship in person regularly or when you will be gone for 
vacations, family events, etc. 
 

Why:  It is simple, convenient, no checks to write, and can be 
one-time or automatically recurring. 
 

Why give?  Financial stewardship is a spiritual discipline, 
partnering with others to do God’s work in the world. 
 

Where:  spencergumc.com/give.php 
 

How: Click on the “Give Now” button, setup an account and 
submit your gift. 

Newsletter Article Deadline is the 15th of each month. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Thank you for your help! 

Thank you to those who sponsored the 
‘CATCH THE SPIRIT’: 
 

 March 7: Jim & Michaela Cullen, in 
honor of their 65th Wedding 
Anniversary on 3/11/2021. 

 March 14:  Bob & Delores Barringer, 
in honor of their 70th Wedding Anniversary on 
3/17/2021. 

 March 21:  Clinton & Patty Jones, in honor of their 54th 
Wedding Anniversary on 3/11/2021 

 March 28:  Open: cost to sponsor is $60.00. 
 

 April 4:  Open: cost to sponsor is $60.00. 
 April 11:  Open: cost to sponsor is $60.00. 
 April 18:  Open: cost to sponsor is $60.00. 
 April 23:   Open: cost to sponsor is $60.00. 

MEMBER NEWS 
DEATHS:  
 Georgia Soule passed away on March 16, 2021.  

Daughter: Connie (Jerry) Larson & family.  
 Jerry Gross, brother of Tom (Lynnette) Gross passed 

away on March 14, 2021. 
 Robert Krile, brother-in-law of Carol McQueen passed 

away on March 6, 2021 
 Ruby McKee passed away on March 2, 2021. 
BIRTH: 
 Gabby (Huss) and Kaleb Vanderpool gave birth to 

Harrison Matthew March 8.   Grandparents include  
Frank & Kris Huss; ‘greats’ include Chuck and Jeri Elliott. 

NAME TAGS 

If you would like a magnetic name tag, our next order will be 
placed after April 11.  Sign up at the table in the Narthex.  
Thanks!  

OUR LINKS: FOLLOW & LIKE US. 
 

Website: http://www.spencergumc.com/ 
(Worship Live Stream, events, connection to a wide variety 
of happenings, calendar and donation link) 

 
Face Book:  https://www.facebook.com/SPENCERGUMC 

(links and notices of events) 
 

YouTube: https://

www.youtube.com/user/
klc5812/videos 
(Worship videos) 

YOU CAN HELP!! 
 

Did you know you can help promote discipleship classes, 
worship, The Table, special events and more... It is easy.  
Click like on our Facebook events then share them.  Like and 
share the links on our YouTube Channel.  Share with others 
our Grace Church Website.  There you will find our church 
events, contact information, calendar, 
donation opportunities and more.   We all are 
to take part in spreading the “Good News”.  
This is an easy way to help.  You never know 
who may be waiting for you to share it. 
Thanks!  Caring is sharing!!!   

mailto:office@spencergumc.com
http://www.spencergumc.com/give/php


GRADUATE RECOGNITION – MAY 16 
 

High school seniors will be recognized 
during worship on Sunday, May 16.   
 

Graduating Seniors & Parents:   
If you are graduating this spring, 
please contact the office by April 15 so we can include your 
name in the May newsletter.   
Please also send 3 or 4 pictures (electronically, if possible) 
to the office by April 15 to be used during the senior 
recognition.  We’d like a 1) baby picture, 2) senior picture, 
and 1-2 other favorite pictures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN THE DREAM TEAM 
 

     As a church family, we have been looking at where we 
have been and where we want to go. One of the strongest 
needs, as indicated by our members through the CAT 
survey, is to build our children, youth, and young family 
ministries.  
 

    We have very strong committees leading the way to the 
dream of having our building filled with children again. The 
Children’s Ministry team can hardly stop brainstorming ideas 
for outreach and ministry. Vacation Bible School is set for 
the summer and several other activities are in the 
exploration stage. Part of our dream is to pull in the children 
we are now serving remotely and to expand to the 
neighborhood, town, and outlying areas.  
 

    But, this dream is bigger than a group of five or six adults 
can manage. It is time for the church at large to support its 
dream. Many people are very generous with donations of 
materials and food. Thank you. What we need most is our 
family members giving of their time. People are needed to 
physically be there for an hour, a day, or whatever you can 
commit to. You do not need a degree in education or 
experience with children to help. There are some of the roles 
you might fill: 
 

 Food preparation 
 Decorating 
 Teaching 
 Supervising  
 Music 
 Drama 
 Technology 
 Recreation/games 
 Distributing fliers 
 Arts and crafts 

 

    Please prayerfully consider helping with VBS this year. 
Watch for the signup sheets in the future. Put the dates on 
your calendar now! 

JULY 6 , 7, 8  
8:30-12:00 

HELP THE DREAM GROW! 

SUMMER CAMP – AGE 4 TO 17 
It’s time to mark your calendar and register for Summer 
Church Camp.  The Iowa UMC has two camps: Okoboji, and 
Wesley Woods.  Both having exciting summer camp options 
for kids & youth: boats, horses, go-carts, hiking, fishing, 
nature, learning exploring, new friends and of course, a 
bunch of Jesus make summer camp an experience our kids 
will remember for a lifetime.   
 

 Okoboji – Okoboji.Camp@iaumc.org 
 www.OkobojiCamp.com 
 Wesley Woods – WesleyWoods.Camp@iaumc.org
 www.WesleyWoodsIowa.org 
 

Camp brochures are available in the Narthex.  There are 
camps for families, guardians & kids, and kids from age 4 to 
17.  We want every kid to go to camp.  The costs of going to 
camp can be intimidating.  For participants of Grace UMC 
half the registration cost will be paid, simply contact the 
church office.  If the remaining fee is still beyond a family’s 
reach, contact Pastor Paul.   

DARCI LYNNE & FRIENDS:   
                      FRESH OUT OF THE BOX TOUR  
Friday, September 17, at 7:30 
PM @ Clay County Fair 
A block of tickets already 
purchased for youth (Grades 7-
12).  Cost $10 each for youth 
and one friend.   
Pay for and reserve tickets at 
the office now.  A limited 
number of tickets available.  
First come, first served. 

mailto:Okoboji.Camp@iaumc.org
mailto:WesleyWoods.Camp@iaumc.org


MEALS ON WHEELS 
 

You may remember Bishop Laurie 
told a story that if you bought a 
“Third Class” ticket on a stage 
coach line, if the coach became 
stuck in the mud, you were required to help lift the carriage 
back on the road.  Thanks to the following people who did the 
heavy lifting for Meals on Wheels for the Thursdays and 
Fridays during the month of March: 
Larry Oswald, John Rahn, Jim Cullen, Brad and Marietta 
Johnson, Don and Sylvia Schoer, Nancy Bell and Lorraine 
Conley. 
 

Many thanks for volunteering.   

EASTER TREES 
Check out the four Easter trees in the Narthex in March.  The 
Missions team has identified four mission projects to support: 
United Methodist Camp Okoboji (pink eggs), Shesler Hall (blue 
eggs), Heifer International (green eggs) and Solar Oven 
Partners (purple eggs).  To participate: 
 All you will need to do is take a plastic egg off the tree for 

the project you’d like to support.    
 Fill the egg with checks, big or little 

bills or even change collected over 
time. 

 If you write a check, make it out to 
Grace UMC and put the name of the 
project in the memo line.  

 Please return the filled eggs to the 
offering plates on Sunday mornings or to the church office 
weekdays.  Please return plastic eggs by Monday, 
April 12.  

JUMP START 
 

Our meal bag for Head Start 
families will include Tuna 
Helper, tuna, peas, peaches, pudding cups, and granola bars 
in April.  If you’d like to donate to this project, any financial 
donations are always needed and appreciated.  On 
Thursday, April 15, we will pack bags (socially 
distanced) at 2:00 PM in the Fellowship 
Hall and deliver the bags afterwards.  
Grace UMC has purchased books so the 
Head Start kids (and their families) receive 
one book each month.  The kids will 
receive the book, Dr Seuss’ Sleep Book in 
April.   

EASTER POOL OFFERING 
 

The Easter Pool offering simplifies mission 
giving by “pooling” ten special United 
Methodist offerings into one special offering 
rather than collecting them throughout the year.  With one 
offering, instead of ten, we encourage individuals to be 
generous.  The total amount given is divided evenly toward ten 
special offerings including Human Relations, Native American 
Ministries, Peace with Justice, World Communion, United 
Methodist Students, Golden Cross, Disabilities Awareness, 
Christian Education, Neighbors Helping Neighbors, and Rural 
Life.   

Use the offering envelope included in the March newsletter 
and bring in your Easter Pool offering any time in April.  As 
with any ‘special’ offering, our gifts are intended to be over and 
above the offerings given toward the general budget of the 
church. 

HOLY WEEK & BEYOND  
 

The Adult Discipleship Team (ADT) is putting together a 
“hands on” bag for Holy Week and beyond for families or 
individuals who wants to enhance their prayer or devotional 
experience.  You will get to play with clay, do an M&M prayer, 
plant some seeds, etc.  Bags will be available to pick up 
outside the office Palm Sunday weekend (March 27-28).  We 
are also looking for volunteers to deliver the bags.  Please call 
the office (262-5970) if you’d like a bag delivered. 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through me.  -John 14:6 



 

Pastor Paul Frederiksen  
pastorpaul@spencergumc.com  
 

Ministry Contacts:  
Ad Council: Cyndi O’Hara  
Staff Parish: Mitch McCann 
Finance: Dennis Spooner  
Trustee: Gary Small  
Lay Leaders: John Rahn & Cyndi O’Hara  
Missions: Gina Kohrs  
Worship:  Lynnette Gross 
Children’s Ministry: 
 Lisa Elliott & Sheryl Larson  
Discipleship Coordinator: Jane Moen 
ADT:  Bill & Shurmaine McAlpine 
UMW: Sandy Heerdt  
UMM:  Brad Johnson 
Stewardship:  John Rahn   
Missionary: Jubilee Project, TN  
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Good Friday Worship, April 2nd, will begin at 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary.  This is a very important service, as it prepares us to 
receive with joy the gift of resurrection that is Easter. 
 

One of the most beloved traditions is the Early Service of Resurrection, this year at 8:00 AM. It reminds us of the women’s walk 
to the tomb early that first Easter morning.  It’s our plan, weather permitting, to be at the “Little Sioux Overlook” west of Gary’s 
On the River where 2nd Avenue West meets Park Street.  There are only seven off-street parking spots.  Suggestion: Park by 
Grace UMC and walk “to the garden,” like the women did that first morning of resurrection. Bring a blanket, bring a chair. (Or 
we’ll have some [cold, metal] folding chairs down there. )  Following the service we can process back to the building. If you’re 
not sure the weather is conducive to being outside, just drive by the Overlook.  If no one is there, continue to the church!  
            ~Pastor Paul 
April 2: 6:30 PM - Good Friday worship; Tenebrae service 
 This service will consist Gospel readings recounting the events of Holy Week. 
 

April 4: Easter!!    Communion;  
 8:00 AM -  1st Service of Easter; at the Little Sioux Overlook* (weather permitting; or @ church) 
 9:30 AM -  2nd Service of Easter 

 Scripture:  Mark 16:1-8 
 Music:  Sean Pulatie on keyboard; Brass    

April 11:  “Expectations of Discipleship” 
 Scripture: Mark 4:24, 25; Mark 9:43-50; Mark 10:38-45; Luke 9:57-62; and more 
 Music: Grace Chorale, Tom Fuchsen on the organ 
 

April 18:  “Benefits’ of Discipleship” 
 Scripture:  Mark 10:29-31; John 15:12-14 
 Music:  Sean Pulatie  & “The Band”   

April 25:  “What Does It Mean to Be ‘Conciliar’?” 
 Scripture:   Matthew 18:20 


