2021

,

Sunday March 14
Daylight Savings
Begins!

,

March 7: (3rd Sunday of Lent) Holy Communion celebrated
Sermon: “When Life Refuses to Be Hemmed”
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 12:7
Music: Sean Pulatie, piano
March 14: (4th Sunday of Lent)
Sermon: “Do Your Best; Let God Do the Rest”
Scripture: Luke 19:41, 42
Music: Tom Fuchsen – Organ; Chancel Choir
March 21: (5th Sunday of Lent)
Sermon: “Getting the Church Ready For A New Time” (Title of Bishop Haller’s blog of 11/9/’20)
Scripture: John 6:66 & 67
Music: Sean Pulatie - keyboard
March 28: Palm Sunday
Sermon: “’Courage’: Faithful In Spite of Fear”
Scripture: Mark 11:1-11
Music: Chancel Choir; Sean Pulatie on piano
April 2: Good Friday Tenebrae Service at 6:30 PM
April 5: “Easter Sunday!
8:00 AM- Down at the river;
9:30 AM– Sanctuary
Sermon “Yeah? Then What?”
Scripture: Mark 16:1-8
Music: Sean Pulatie on piano

LENT ECUMENICAL WORSHIP

The Lord

Ecumenical Lent Worship is being offered on
the SMU local access channel at noon on
Wednesdays through March 31.

Is my shepherd.

Link to YouTube: http://bit.ly/SpencerLenten

Psalm 23:1

CONGREGATIONAL ASSESSMENT TOOL (CAT) SUMMARY
By Cyndi O’Hara, Lay Leader & Chair of the Administrative Council
First, thank you to all 155 responders who took the time and effort to complete this assessment. Based on the answers
provided in the assessment, the top two priorities for all age groups and on tenure of attendance and involvement were:
1) programming for outreach to children and families (plus neighborhood and diversity); and
2) a comprehensive strategy to reach new people and bring them into the life of the church.
The remaining top priorities overall were:
3) developing spiritual generosity (support ministries);
4) expanding outreach and support to those living on the margins of society;
5) deepening connections to God and one another through worship services; and
6) strengthen the process to call and equip members for ministry and leadership.
The other priorities based on age groups were working to renew and revitalize community around the church by building
coalitions and partnerships, providing opportunities for Christian education and spiritual formation at all ages and stages,
change or improve music to deepen worship experiences, create opportunities to form meaningful relationships, and
develop ministries toward healing those broken by life circumstances.
Discussion of the assessment noted that Grace Church rates high on spiritual vitality which was
a pleasant surprise, but the scoring on Overall Energy and the Value of Activity beyond Worship
were on the lower side.






There was some question about conflict determination and resolution and a need to rebuild trust.
Relationships were deemed important with a need to stay spiritually connected; these relationships are usually
formed through participation in any kind of small group activity.
Also, there was an emphasis on the wants surrounding music as it was an emphasis of respondents.
The survey noted a need to stress leadership development and the involvement of future role models and
mentors, collaborating with the pastor.
There is a need to build energy and increase expectations/accountability of members.

(The full 40 page CAT Report is available to any interested persons, either hard copy or digitally.
Inquire at the church office. Please realize: Nothing will come of the information gained if even a
small percentage of the persons connected with Grace Church do nothing! Pastor Paul )

“The mission of Grace UMC is to welcome all to know, grow in, serve & share Jesus Christ.”
Much is written about “Obstacles to Change.” Humans like things to stay the same. Why, even Jesus experienced that.
He was about change. That’s one way to understand his crucifixion!
In fact, the people of Jesus’ day show how anxiety grows as people are faced with change. As that anxiety grows, it
becomes an obstacle to the new thing God is seeking to do. Faced with that change, it’s natural for people to…
… become reactive
… herd together for safety
… seek quick fixes
… sabotage leaders.

… blame others
(Ed Friedman, Failure of Nerve)

Each of those items is detrimental to moving forward and can lead to a church getting “stuck” in what has always been. I
am encouraged that we have leadership willing to look prayerfully beyond the walls of Grace UMC to see those who do
not yet have a relationship with Jesus. You can, too!

GENEROSITY 365
A guy named Gordon Moyes stated,
“Responsible giving or stewardship is not the church’s way of raising money, but God’s way of raising
people. . . . The church’s ministry funding plan is not a list of its expenses, but a record of its vision. It
is not a list of bills to be met, but a program of ministry to be achieved.”
It is fascinating that some people suggest the church (pastor!) talks too much about money. To the
extent that is true, the same could be said of the Bible; and it would be true of Jesus, too. Over 800
times the Bible talks about money; and 11 of Jesus’ 40 parables were about money or possessions or used money as a
way to teach spiritual, or even eternal, truths. Reading Jesus’ statements about possessions shows that to him, there is a
human tendency to set them up as rival ‘gods’ of our own human creation. The ‘money-god’ invites us to worship… {get
ready for it}… ourselves as we indulge in our own desires, comforts and pleasures. {Ouch!}
Living generously by giving God First Fruits is a way to counter-act our tendency to place ourselves, our needs and our
wants ahead of God’s intention for humanity. God’s intention is for each of us to live in such a way that the world is better
for our having had the blessing of living. That tithe we place in the offering plate (or write on the automatic withdrawal
statement) is really a statement of appreciation to and love of God. WE are changed by our letting go of what we have
been enculturated to think is security, power and influence.
Do you want “security, power and influence?” Then let go and let God!
UPDATE: The online signup offers a duration for the agreement. If you notice that funds are not being drawn from your
account, it might be that you’ve gotten to an end-date and you’ll need to update the form.
UPDATE 2: The first week of February we received a note from District Superintendent Ron Carlson extending gratitude
and joy that Grace supported world-wide ministries by paying full apportionments. In part, he wrote:
“To pay 100% in the year that was 2020 is a major accomplishment. Because of churches like yours the Iowa
Annual Conference was able to some amazing ministry in 2020. Thank you for all you do!”
Yes, there are some folks of Grace who sacrificially support the ministries. I, too, thank you for all you do.
And if you are not currently experiencing the joy of giving God your First Fruits, I challenge you to give it a try. See if
Malachi’s message from God is accurate:
Return to me and I will return to you, says the Lord of heavenly forces. But you say,
“How should we return?”
8 Should a person deceive God? Yet you deceive me. But you say,
“How have we deceived you?”
With your tenth-part gifts and offerings. You are being cursed with a curse, and you, the entire nation, are robbing
me. 10 Bring the whole tenth-part to the storage house so there might be food in my house. Please test me in this, says
the Lord of heavenly forces. See whether I do not open all the windows of the heavens for you and empty out a blessing
until there is enough.
"The biblical vision of heaven is more like the United Nations than any individual culture, race, or nation. If we don't like
being among people of other races, colors, languages, nations, and cultures, heaven might not be the place for us."
Pastor James A. Harnish

CATCH THE SPIRIT
The Month of February was sponsored by Pete & Shirley
Paulsen. Thank you!
March 7: Open. To sponsor cost $60.00
March 14: Open. To sponsor cost $60.00
March 21: Open. To sponsor cost $60.00
March 28: Open. To sponsor cost $60.00

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
FOUNDATION FUNDS
The annual meeting of the Grace United Methodist
Foundation was Monday, February 22. Annual Report
from the Foundation Board to the congregation will be
included some Sunday in March, perhaps the 14th.
Chairperson Mike Carlson will relate availability of
$84,858.83 from the General Fund to be evenly split,
making $21,214.71 available for each of the areas:
A. Global and Local Missions;
B. Capital Improvements;
C. Outreach and Emerging Ministries;
D. Educational Opportunities.
There is also, specified for Trustee-related projects,
$11,555 from the Abben account.
March – April 14, will be the time for groups to prepare
proposals for Foundation Funds. Application forms will be
available starting when you are reading this!
Proposals may come from groups, committees or
individuals. An individual originating the request is asked
to take it to the appropriate ministry area for consideration.
This will help to align requests with the mission of the
church and coordinate requests prior to coming to the
Foundation Disbursement Committee so duplications are
eliminated and ministry goals aligned.
A reminder: YOU can add to the corpus of the Grace UMC
Foundation!! You can avoid some capital gains exposure
by strategic donation. Talk to your financial planner; or
contact a member of the Foundation Board.
Here’s the schedule for Applications for Foundation funds
this year:







NOW – Applications available on the church website
and/or by hard copy in the church office & Narthex.
April 14 - Applications due in office 8:30 AM.
April 15-21 – Dates for review of applications by
individual members of the Disbursement Committee.
April 26 – (6:30 PM) Ad Council – consideration of
Disbursement Team’s recommendations.
by May 10 – Written notification of Ad Council’s
decisions to applicants.
May 11 – Foundation money available for approved
projects.
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MEMBER NEWS:

SYMPATHY TO:
 Sylvia and Don Schoer, loss of her sister, Marlene
Reynolds who passed away on January 26, 2021.
 Augusta “Gussie” Overeen family. Gussie passed
away on February 10, 2021, age 100!
 Denny Klatt, loss of his father, William Klatt who passed
away on February 6, 2021.

“FROM INCLUSION TO BELONGING!”
Thursday March 18, 2021
7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Brought to us by Hope Haven
What is it?
A virtual event to explore ways your church might welcome,
advocate for, and reach out to people with disabilities in
your church and neighborhood.
Who is invited?
Church leaders, individuals with disabilities and their family
members, and advocates wanting to launch or deepen a
ministry with people with disabilities — and anyone wanting
to learn more about people with disabilities in your church
and community.
You will:
• Learn about ministries underway in other congregations
and the results they’ve seen.
• Discover ways to leverage positive change in your church
and community.
• Make connections with others willing to offer support,
encouragement, and expertise to
your church and those you serve.
Information and Registration:
https://www.hopehaven.org/inclusion

INSPIRED FOR LIFE WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
We had 15 women participate in the virtual “Inspired for Life”
Women’s Conference hosted by the Church of the Resurrection
February 19, and February 20. The conference had 7 great
speakers who focused on “Grace Upon Grace” as well as time
for worship, music and small groups. The messages were
inspirational and the opportunity to spend time with one another
(socially distanced in BenTena) provided a wonderful midwinter boost. Foundation funds paid for registration
costs. Thanks to Grace UMC for your support of these retreat
and continuing education opportunities.

THE WIRED WORD Facilitator: John Rahn

GRACE LENT
DEVOTIONAL
THANK YOU to all who took
time to write a devotional for
the Grace Lenten booklet. It
is exciting to see how God
has been at work in your lives! We had 46 different people
take on the challenge of writing a devotion this year.
If you did not receive a copy of the Grace Lent Devotional
booklet, stop by to pick one up from the table outside the
office or within the office. Using the booklet daily during
Lent will not only help each of us to slow down and connect
with God but also learn about and share our faith journeys
with one another!

The Wired Word class Sunday mornings at 10:45 AM in the
Wesley Room. The Wired Word lessons are current events
with relevant scripture and discussion questions. Contact
the church office with your current email address
at office@spencergumc.com or 262-5970 if you’d like to
receive these lessons. You do not need to be a part of the
group to receive these lessons.

EASTER EXCITEMENT
To help spread the good news of the resurrection of Jesus
we invite you to add two activities to your celebration! Let’s
make the Easter season special.
The children and youth (ages 2 to grade 12) are invited to
participate in an Easter Egg Rock hunt starting March 15
through Easter Sunday.
1. Find 25 painted rocks on the church grounds.
2. Leave the rocks where you find them.
3. Take a picture with your favorite rock or several pictures
if you can’t pick just one.
4. Email the picture to the church office
office@spencergumc.com .
5. Go into the office during business hours for a prize.
6. Parents, if you would like the picture posted on
Facebook, please sign a waiver form while in the office.
The entire church family is invited to color the Easter
egg found in this newsletter. Then display the egg in a
window of your home for others to enjoy.
Our hope is that “Grace Eggs” will be
spotted all over Spencer and families can
take a car ride through neighborhoods for an
Easter egg hunt!

ARE YOU GRADUATING????
High School and College graduates are invited
to inform Grace UMC of your intentions to graduate.
STUDENTS: If you plan to be in a post-high school
academic setting in the 2021-2022 school year, remember
that applications for the Blabaum Scholarship are due
March 15. Forms detailing that procedure are on the
literature rack in the narthex; or contact
office@spencergumc.com to request that information.
ALSO consider applying for an Elsie M. Stouffer
Memorial Trust Scholarship. The deadline for these
Scholarship and Grant Applications is March 9!!.

VBS

The Children’s Ministry team set the dates of
July 6 - 8 for Vacation Bible School this
summer. Mark your calendars now and watch
for details in upcoming newsletters.

Place in your window once colored.

OVERCOMING LUKEWARM DISCIPLESHIP
Part of the online ShareChurch Training Series 2021
Offered by Church of Resurrection; Leawood, KS
Grace UMC will be hosting this for anyone interested.
Discipleship: Living passionately in the model of Jesus Christ – It’s our Business!!
Thursday, March 4, 2021
10:00 – 10:50 AM CST

Session 1: Welcome; The Problem and Assessment with Q & A

10:50 – 11:00 AM CST

Break

11:00 – 11:50 AM CST

Session 2: Responding and Building a Strategy

11:50 – 12:00 PM CST

Break

12:00 – 12:30 PM CST

Session 3: Where Do We Go from Here? Tools and Resources

LEADERSHIP UPDATES:
At the Administrative Council meeting Feb. 22, affirmation was expressed for Lynnette Gross to be the
chairperson of the Worship Work Area. Also in that work area are Roger Ingledue, Dennis Spooner, Bill Prentice, Peggy
Palm, Linda Bress. Music leaders are also invited to participate as is possible for them.
Their work has been challenging the past year as we’ve needed to make a worship experience available in new
ways and now to make it meaningful for those who are in-person, live-streaming, online whenever and participating
through the SMU local access channel. We appreciate the feedback we’ve gotten from you! THANK YOU! Obviously,
we can’t know how it’s being received by each household, every setting by whatever means. While we are yearning for a
return to full in-person worship, eager to hear once again the voices singing out loud and clear, this has also been a
season to marvel at God’s loving presence in our various settings and relationships; acknowledging that wherever we
may be is a holy place.
We are still learning, and just about every Sunday are doing something different, attempting to make your time of
worship more meaningful and pleasant. Sometimes you may know what’s ‘different,’ other times it may be a slightly
different setting of the camera, speaker backgrounds, order of the service… We hope those slight or dramatic changes
do not cloud the fact that God is with YOU.
Perhaps you’ve previously seen the picture at the right. It’s
been used in psychology classes, leadership presentations,
even grief groups to emphasize everyone’s experience and
life observance is unique. If you’ve not seen it before, I’ll
just say this one picture actually has the possibility of
presenting two different people. (Or is it one person at two
different seasons of life?!?!) I’ve been mindful of this
picture through the pandemic. Early on we would hear
often the statement, “We’re all in this together.” Well, that’s
a nice thought; but it’s not accurate. For example, I’m not a
health care worker forced to work longer hours, multiple
shifts. I don’t know how that feels to be a health care
worker accompanying a family’s loved one on that final
journey, as they sit in the parking lot. In fact, to this point,
I’ve not had a family member among the 500,000 deaths. I
don’t know how to respond to someone who thinks this is a
hoax; or ‘just the flu.’ May we continue – or, begin - to
practice empathy as each of has a unique experience of
coronavirus.

ZOOM COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
PRAYER SQUARES
Do you know someone who
is ill, in the hospital, has
lost a loved one, or is
feeling down? Perhaps
you’d like to lift their spirits
with a small gift? UMW has a basket of Prayer
Squares located in the Narthex near the
Prayer Shawls. Each small crocheted square
has an uplifting prayer attached and can be
tucked inside a greeting card. There are two
prayers to choose from. The Prayer Squares
come in a variety of colors and patterns. We
are thankful to Linda Bress for creating and
sharing these with our congregation.
Question can be directed to Sandy Heerdt.

THANK YOU
Thank you to all
who expressed
their sympathy
and concern at the
time of my brother,
Bob’s death. Your
cards, thoughts
and prayers were
a great comfort to
Linda and me.
We are also
thankful for the
Lenten devotional,
which is a
wonderful way to
start each day.

Count them one by one

Thorne Wittstruck

We aren’t doing the in-person Grace Coffee on
Wednesday mornings right now. Instead, for anyone with
access to a computer, we are doing Zoom Coffee time
on Wednesdays at 9:30 AM on March 3 and March 17.
Interested? Sign up by calling the church office at 262-5970. All you
need is an email address where we can send the Zoom link so we can
connect with one another through the computer and see each other & talk
through the computer screens. We look forward to seeing you safely!

THANK YOU...

VALENTINE FUN!

Thanks to Jane Ingledue for
spending parts of three days
staining and varnishing the
new carpet ball table in the
youth room. It looks great
and is ready for some action.
Never played carpet ball?
Check it out!

Thanks to the 15 teams who delivered
around 180 Lent devotional booklets to
individuals and families during Valentine
weekend! We unfortunately picked the
coldest weekend of the winter to make
those deliveries, but we pray that the use of
those devotionals during Lent will warm
your hearts and you are blessed.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Sandy Heerdt
March Scripture: For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. – Romans 8:38-39
It doesn’t seem possible, but at the end of March, we will be through the first quarter of 2021! A few
important dates this month include:
March 5: World Day of Prayer – GUMC Chapel is always open. Feel free to stop in, get close
to God in prayer and praise. We have much to pray for and much to be thankful for.
March 14: International Bell Ringing for Women’s Rights - I understand that in the past,
some of our members rang bells on this Sunday.
March 23: Legacy Fund Giving Day - A day to celebrate the founding anniversary of United
Methodist Women and to contribute to a fund which will provide for future needs of women,
children, and youth around the globe for years to come. If you would like to be part of the
Legacy, send your contribution to UMW Treasurer, Jane Ingledue.
This past week our local UMW unit received a Certificate of Recognition for being a “Five Star Unit for
Mission Giving in All Five Channels” – Congratulations and thanks to all our members and friends who
contributed to support women, children, and youth in the past year. It’s a great feeling and responsibility
to help others.
We are beginning plans on our annual fund-raising for UMW missions, which will be another Virtual Tea
due to concerns about gathering before all have received vaccinations for Covid-19. Any member
interested in helping organize the “Virtual Tea” can feel free to get in touch with me.
Finally, United Methodist Women’s Mission Priorities for 2021-2024 has been narrowed down to two:
“Interrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline” and “Just Energy for All.” Members can read more detailed
information about these two priorities on pages 36-37 of the January/February 2021 response magazine.
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose
is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through
Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.

EASTER POOL OFFERING
EASTER TREE
Check out the Easter trees in the Narthex in March. At our
March 1st meeting, the Missions team will identify which
Mission projects to financially support. To participate:
All you will need to do is take a plastic egg off the tree for the
project you’d like to support. Fill the egg with checks, big or
little bills or even change collected over time. If you write a
check, make it out to Grace UMC and put the name of the
project in the memo line. Please return the filled eggs to the
offering plates on Sunday
mornings or to the church office
weekdays. Please returned
plastic eggs by
Monday, April 15.

JUMP START
In March, our meal bag for Head Start families will include
pizza crust and sauce, pepperoni, corn, applesauce, fruit
snacks and cereal. During the pandemic, we are not
encouraging individuals to make extra trips to stores, so we
are mostly purchasing what we need for the bags. If you’d
like to donate to this project, any financial donations are
always needed and appreciated. On Thursday, March 18,
we will pack bags (socially distanced) at 2:00 PM in the
Fellowship Hall and deliver the bags afterwards. Grace
UMC has purchased books so the Head Start kids (and their
families) receive one book each month. The kids will receive
The Easter Story
Sticker Book and
Easter Egg in March.
Someday, post
pandemic, we’d like
volunteers to read the
stories directly to the
kids then give them the
books.

A personal mission statement
becomes the DNA for
every other decision we make.

The Easter Pool offering is becoming a tradition at Grace,
though with coronavirus restrictions last year, we did not take
this offering last year. The Easter Pool offering simplifies
mission giving by “pooling” the ten special United Methodist
offerings into one special offering rather than collecting them
throughout the year. With one offering, instead of eleven, we
encourage individuals to be generous. The total amount
given is divided evenly toward eleven special offerings
including Human Relations, Native American Ministries,
Peace with Justice, World Communion, United Methodist
Students, Golden Cross, Disabilities Awareness, Christian
Education, Neighbors Helping Neighbors, and Rural Life.
Use the offering envelope included in this newsletter and
bring in your Easter Pool offering any time in April. As with
any ‘special’ offering, our gifts are intended to be over and
above the offerings
given toward the general
budget of the church.

MISSION DONATIONS
Change the World Offering
With the inability to collect
Change the World funds
during worship, we have
changed how donations for
Missions are collected. The
world globe, we have used to
collect Change the World
funds, will be set out in the Narthex Sunday mornings. Feel
free to donate any donations you have for Mission projects
in the globe or when writing a check, write “Missions” for the
Missions committee to designate the name of the specific
mission project.
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Discipleship Coordinator: Jane Moen
ADT: Bill & Shurmaine McAlpine
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Easter Lilies
Easter Lilies are on
sale now until
March 31st. The
cost will be $14.00
each. Please take
your dedication of
your loved one, and
payment to the
church office.
Easter Lilies can be
taken home
following Easter
Service. Any
questions, please
contact Peggy Palm
at (712) 260-8707.
Thank you!
Peggy

But God demonstrates HIS own love for us
in this:
While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
~Romans 5:8
...and HE

HIMSELF
Bore OUR sins in

HIS body on the

CROSS.
1 Peter 2:24

