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!
Life has always been tenuous. Always uncertain. Always will be.
Ever a gift. Precious and tender. Even fragile.
Sometimes we’re able to avoid that reality; to live beyond the uncertainty.
But not always. And not now. Not in COVID.
So how do we go on?
That Person may “have IT!” And I wouldn’t want to give IT to This Person.
Am I contagious? Do I need to do self-tracing? Who have I spoken to; waved to; thought of?
How do I go on??
A voice… in the distance… Say what? Listen:
“Emmanuel.” What??
“Call him Emmanuel, because God IS with YOU.”
Then, I realize, I can; we can, go on… because God is with us !
(from Kneeling in Jerusalem, p. 40)

O God, we pray this day:
For all who have a song they cannot sing,
For all who have a burden they cannot bear,
For all who live in chains they cannot break,
For all who wander homeless and cannot return,
For those who wait for loved ones,
and wait in vain,
For those who live in hunger
and for those who will not share their bread,
For those who are misunderstood
and for those who misunderstand,
For those who are captives
and for those who are captors,
For those whose words of love are locked within their hearts
and for those who yearn to hear those words.
Have mercy upon these, O God.
Have mercy upon us all.
Amen.

Lutheran Bishop Stephen Bouman tells of standing
behind an altar in a small crypt chapel of the Church
of the Annunciation in Nazareth in the Holy Land,
the place where Mary heard that she was going to
have a baby. He saw some Latin words carved into
the altar, Verbum camo factum est, “The Word was
made flesh.” But then he noticed that there was one
other little word in Latin. That word: h–i–c. Hic.
“Here.” Verbum camo hic factum est. “The Word
was made flesh here.” Probably whoever authorized
that inscription meant it to refer to that specific
location, but in reality the Incarnation means God
became flesh here on earth, for all of us. The
Incarnation means that we can speak of the
“hicness” of God, the nearness of God. Incarnation
means that God walks with us on earth, and that if
we are saved anywhere, it is right here on earth.
(from Parish Publishing)

A PLEA FOR
CONSCIENTIOUS GIFT-GIVING
Now is the time to buy your Christmas
gifts. Don’t leave it until the last
minute; don’t wait until prices have
soared, and the stocks have been
picked over, and shoppers stand a

dozen deep before the counters. By
now, in calmness and deliberation,
without hysteria. Above all, let the
present show that you have really
thought about the person you are

giving it to – have
thought about his or
her tastes and wants.
--“Your Christmas Gifts”
Editorial, December 2, 1905

Yeah, 115 years ago the above item was carried in the “Saturday Evening Post.” They must not have had “Black Fridays” back
then, because the editorial was after Thanksgiving. Today, in a ‘normal’ year, such an admonition would be too late, people
mauling one another after stuffing themselves with turkey and dressing. Perhaps, this year, we may have space, time & eyes to
see the “new thing” God is doing in our midst.
Pastor Paul

UPDATE FROM THE TRUSTEES
Many thanks to those of you who give funds, even occasionally, toward the “Builders Club.” Having
funds available for maintenance projects that come up has enabled the Trustees to act quickly and, in
many cases, more efficiently.
An example is this summer when one of the main AC compressors blew up. {Really. Just blew up!}
FrigiTech was called and they got us up and running again. And nope, that wasn’t cheap.
But the Trustees have also sought to be pro-active for the maintenance and upkeep of the facilities.
Even in the midst of COVID, they have completed installation of a “Family Restroom” on the main level. 10 new windows
installed in the most frequently used rooms of the church. They completed the staining/painting of the 4 th ST house. More light
fixtures are being changed out for more efficient LEDs. Carpets have been cleaned and all the upholstered folding chairs have
had the upholstery cleaned. By the time your read this, the pews have been removed from the music loft, replaced with chairs
so the space can be used with more flexibility. It’s been a productive year! And this does not include the multitude of
maintenance and fix-it tasks that popped up.
Furthermore, the Trustees have, for the past couple years, kept a “project list,” which includes some items that may be a
while off. Other projects have a “high” with the stated intention of being done within the next year. There are also a couple items
that are “exploratory.” Watch and listen for ways you can assist!
60100 · Trustees Expense
60101 · Property Repair & MX
60102 · Grounds Expense
60103 · Janitorial Supplies
60104 · Utilities
60105 · Organ/Piano Repair
60106 · Parsonage Maint/Repair
60107 · Insurance
60110 · Equipment Maint/Rep
60111 · Mechanical Equip.
60112 · Vehicle MX
60113 · Elevator MX
60114 · Wi-Fi Support
60100 · Trustees Exp - Other
Total 60100 · Trustees Expense

Sept. Expenses
$ 1,507.04
$ 880.00
$ $ 1,366.80
$ $ 20.00
$ 3,795.67
$ $ $ $ 120.00
$ $ 7,689.51

YTD Balance
$ 3,004.29
$ 3,532.74
$ 599.75
$ 22,419.37
$ 1,285.00
$ 20.00
$ 11,475.45
$ $ 160.00
$ 397.72
$ 1,050.67
$ 1,139.70
$ 41.00
$ 5,125.69

Budgeted
$ 4,000.00
$ 5,500.00
$ 1,500.00
$ 40,000.00
$ 2,500.00
$ 1,000.00
$ 15,000.00
$ 1,000.00
$ 1,000.00
$ 300.00
$ 800.00
$ 1,500.00
$ 500.00
$ 74,600.00

2020 Remaining
$ 995.71
$ 1,967.26
$ 900.25
$ 17,580.63
$ 1,215.00
$ 980.00
$ 3,524.55
$ 1,000.00
$ 840.00
$ (97.72)
$ (250.67)
$ 360.30
$ 459.00
$ 29,474.31

Discipleship
ADVENT
Grace UMC has put together activities for individuals and
families to use at home during Advent (November 29 to
Christmas). Look through what is available (see below) and
pick up an Advent packet or the individual activities that are of
interest to you from the Narthex. If you would like a packet
delivered to your home, call the office. We’d like to deliver this
resource to those who are staying close to home.





Advent devotionals
Decorate your Window
Make an Advent Wreath
Countdown to Christmas

INCARNATION
Grace UMC is offering a 4week Advent Study, using
Adam Hamilton’s book,
Incarnation: Rediscovering the
Significance of Christmas. The
classes are offered on Sundays at 10:45 AM by Zoom.
Another will be Wednesday nights at 6:30 PM by Zoom. It’s
not too late to sign up. Optional books available in the office
for $14. Pastor Paul will also be using Incarnation for the
weekly worship themes during Advent. Now more than ever,
we invite you to reflect upon the significance of the Christ
child for our lives and world today!

ADOPT-A-FRIEND CHRISTMAS CARDS
The Adult Discipleship Team encourages YOU to be a part of a team who will write cards or notes of
encouragement to others during Advent. What we’re looking at is like an “Adopt-A-Friend” program.
Here’s how to participate:
 Please call or stop by the church to pick up the name(s) and address(es) of the person/people/couple(s)
you are adopting. Names are available now.
 Simply write one card or note of encouragement each week to this person/couple during Advent starting November 29,
through Christmas. Introduce yourself, write notes of hope or encouragement, etc.
 Send a total of 4 cards. Of course, you’re welcome to do more or beyond Christmas.
 Involve your family by having kids color pictures or add stickers to the envelope.
Let’s reach out to our Grace friends and provide encouragement and hope in this Advent season!

GENEROSITY
When the time was right, God sent his son into the world… Talk about being generous! What did God have to gain by that
gift, that offering?! There was no guarantee that humanity would, in fact, accept the gift and make any change. And really?
We’re still responding to that gift, one decision, one moment at a time.
We have concluded the “Let Your Light Shine” campaign. We hope you have taken advantage of the opportunity to
consider what your commitment, of time, energy, finances, resources, says about your response to God’s great gift of life, love
and hope. If you’ve returned your statement of commitment, thank you.
Looking at faith from a little different perspective, a couple years ago your Stewardship team went back in the records and
discovered that over a 4-year period, receipts for the month of December amounted to 19% of the annual total. One month is
only 8.3% of the year, but we receive 19% of receipts!! Ministry to this community continues, even in COVID. Yes, some of our
expenses are less than if we were fully able to be open, but if for some reason you’ve held off expressing gratitude for Life, this is
a great time to send your offerings or to go online and make your donation.
Then, when 2021 comes around, please consider giving first fruits to God. Biblically that’s the most-mentioned manner of
‘offerings.’ It provides context for prioritization of your life, which is far different than first
satisfying your personal, self-satisfying wants and then, if something is “left-over,” to throw a
token God’s direction.
I also remind you that it helps the decision-making to determine percentage of income
you wish to give. Your pastor is not a math whiz, so since graduation from college, has found it
most simple to use the oft-stated 10% as an opening offering. You may not be able to get into
the 10% range right away, but figure out what your percentage has been. Then decide to add
1%/year until you get to 10%. But, WARNING: When many people get there, joy draws them
further!!

Discipleship
LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS
The Adult Discipleship team will put together a Grace
UMC devotional again for Lent 2021. The past two years,
we’ve had such a good response with 40 different people
affiliated with Grace writing devotionals that the Adult
Discipleship Team decided to let YOU author and put
together another booklet of devotionals for Lent! It might
feel like we’re talking about this early, but with Ash
Wednesday (the beginning of Lent) on February 17, we
need to receive devotions by Sunday, January 31, to get
the booklet put together.
HAS God’s care and presence become real for you in
your interaction with others?
Has the Bible given you guidance and helped you see
God at work?
Has the meaning of scripture become personal for you
as you reflected on it?
“Yes” to even one of the above statements means you
have something to share.
YOU are welcome and encouraged to write a
devotional.
What will you write about? Maybe something in your
preparations for Christmas will prompt a meditation.
Maybe it will be something about the year to come, a
memory from the past, or an inspirational moment. If you
have never written a devotion before, give it a try. It can
be an enriching and rewarding spiritual exercise.
We will use a standard format found in the Upper Room:
1. Bible verse
2. 2-3 paragraphs with your thoughts about the
passage you’ve selected (around 300 words)
3. A prayer to conclude the meditation for the day.
This devotional booklet will be used during Lent, from
Ash Wednesday, February 17, thru Easter, April 4.
Submit your writing by Sunday, January 31. Our
preference is to receive it digitally, but we will accept
handwritten materials. A template to guide your writing is
available in the Narthex.
Questions? Contact Pastor Paul, Jane Moen or anyone
on the Adult Discipleship Team.

Mission
JUMP START
Grace UMC has
purchased books so that
Head Start children will receive one book for the next five months
in their meal bag! Our goal is to encourage kids (and their
families) to love reading.
In December, our meal bag will include canned chicken, instant
mashed potatoes, stove top stuffing, canned corn, applesauce,
fruit snacks and cereal. On December 16, we will pack bags at
2:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall and deliver the bags
afterwards.

MISSIONS DONATIONS
With the inability to collect Change the World funds during
worship, we have changed how donations for Missions are
collected. The world globe we have used to collect Change the
World funds will be set out in the Narthex. Your help in supporting
mission projects is appreciated.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING
The Christmas offering is designated to
Mission projects. You may use the
envelope enclosed in this newsletter or
indicate “Christmas” on the memo line of
your check. The Missions team
encourages you to consider God’s
blessings in your life and offer thanks
with a monetary donation this Christmas.
Return your offering to the church by the
end of December.

GRACE GIVING TREE
Check out the ornaments on Grace Giving tree
in the Narthex and decide how to be involved.
It’s easy to participate. You can donate mittens/
hats/socks for preschoolers or donate gift cards
or money.
Here are your options:
1. Purchase mittens, hats, or socks for
preschoolers, simply put them in the basket provided.
Donations are needed by December 6.
2. Select tag(s) & buy gift cards (i.e. grocery stores, Walmart,
gas station), take the gift cards directly to the office so Pastor
Paul can use them as individuals in need are identified
throughout the year. Donations are due December 20.
Thank you for sharing God’s love and helping to make Christmas
brighter for our friends, neighbors, and strangers!

Life @ Grace

Children Youth Ministries
POST - H.S. STUDENTS - make your break profitable.


This is a great time to make application for grants for next
school year!! Check out https://iumf.org/scholarships/ The
window for applications for Foundation scholarships is
December 1, through March 1 !!



Grace UMC is interested and willing to host college or junior
or senior class high school students for internships. In fact,
we employed our first one, Hannah Fisher from Spirit Lake,
last summer. These internships can be summer or during a
term; they can be months-long or weeks-long. The content
and direction of the experience can be determined by you
and negotiated with church staff who will act in a supervisory
and mentoring capacity. Even the payment can be
negotiated. Contact Pastor Paul to have a conversation!!

GRADUATING HS SENIORS – Get Money!!
The guidelines of the Hilda Josephine Blabaum Scholarship
state that it is offered first to “Members of Grace United
Methodist Church who are graduating from high school… who
plan to receive further formal education.” That “formal
education” can be any form following HS. At this time we have
no idea how much money will be available, but it looks like it will
be enough to make well worth your time and energy. Apply by
March 15. Brochures are on the Narthex literature rack.

CURRENT COLLEGE STUDENTS
& GRADUATING SENIORS
You are eligible to apply for an Elsie M. Stouffer Memorial Trust
Scholarship. This application process goes through the office of
the Northwest District of the UMC. Watch the January or
February newsletter for information and application materials.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Sandy Heerdt
Our December scripture is from Luke 2:14
Glory to God in the heavenly heights,
Peace to all men and women on earth who please him.
We are wrapping up a most unusual year which has
included a pandemic that has altered every single
person’s life around the world; racial unrest; political
turmoil; extreme weather; natural disasters; a wildly
fluctuating stock market – and the list goes on. However,
we have also witnessed God’s spirit in the generosity of
giving to others in need; sacrificial love by frontline
workers (medical, city workers, truckers, grocers, care
center workers, and on and on); meals prepared for the
hungry; hundreds of masks sewn by volunteers; zoom
meetings; lots of phone calls, and the list goes on.
In the same way, our local United Methodist Women and
friends have given most generously allowing us to send
gifts of love out to our neighbors across the seas as well
as right here at home. Well more than $3,000 was sent
to global and nationwide missions as well as $450 for our
church food pantry; $450 to Lila Mae’s house in Sioux
City to aid women building new lives after escaping the
horrors of sex trafficking; and $900 to Jumpstart to help
local families feed their loved ones. In addition, we are
giving $1,000 in gifts over a 12-month time period to
support young women living in a special home here in
Spencer. The fact that our four circles have not met since
last February has been difficult, but our United Methodist
Women are doing what they can to make life better for
our neighbors both here at home and globally.
Our new Program Resource Officer, Dorothy DeGroot,
has ordered 2 sets of 7 books that are recommended
reading for United Methodist Women. We are looking
forward to passing these books throughout our
membership, helping us learn and grow in Christ.
Wishing you a beautiful Christmas.
Keep your lights shining for Christ.

from the church staff!
Sandy Thomas

Dave Decker

Tom Fuchsen

Sean Pulatie

Ray Meyer

Paula Harris

Sue Archibald

Michael Swank

Kay Clancy

Paul Frederiksen & Jane Moen

Thanks to the UMW for their generous donations to the
Jump Start and Food Pantry programs. By working
together, Grace UMC is reaching out and helping those
needing assistance in our community.

Life @ Grace

Member News:
Birth: Ford Jacob DeLoss, born November 8, 2020 to Courtney & Jacob DeLoss. Sister Sadie
& Brother Jack.
Deaths:
Pat Muller passed away on Nov. 19, 2020.
Cherishing her memory is Ray & family (1501 ST Luke DR #321 )
Claudia Neary passed away on Nov. 15, 2020.
Cherishing her memory Children, Kylie (Austin) Cole & Brian (Kaitlyn) Neary
6310 S 189th ST; Omaha, NE 68135
Kay Darnell passed away on Nov. 1, 2020.

One of the items of business of the annual Church Conference is to be sure we are in fact being the church for those who claim this
to be their church. If we are not, then we need to seek to either revitalize the relationship or help them find another church or to cease
the charade. One of the most simple means of assessing that is if we are making regular contact with “members.”
The persons on the list below are not receiving even the monthly newsletter because they are beyond the “forwarding” limits.
Therefore, we are not even able to contact them in meaningful ways to discover if they desire Grace to be their church; or if they’ve
found a church with which they are developing an on-going presence thereby growing their discipleship in that setting.
The United Methodist Church does not just ‘drop people’ from the membership. There is a defined process which must be
followed. If within the next year we’ve not been able to re-activate these folks into the life of this or another church, their names will
again be read at Church Conference. At that time, if there are no reservations expressed, they will be considered “inactive” and
removed from the membership roll.
What can you do? What is your role as a member of their Christian community?
1. Pray for them. 2. If you have contact information, get hold of them! NO, don’t just give the church office their contact info. Make it
personal. YOU make the contact. 3. Our goal is to re-activate them to this church; or encourage them to be active in a church in their
community. 4. If they express a desire to be removed from the membership, that request really needs to be in print; hard mail or email.
This is work we each need to be about!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Altenhofen, Cory
Anderson, Shelby
Barnett, Marni
Bendlin, Tessa
Calhoon, Trevor
Carlson, Zach
Doede, Dalton
Fox, Ashley
Fox, Austin
Fox, Ben
Fox, Chris
Hanson, Amber
Hanson, Kyle
Henderson, Ryan
Jackson, Sarah
Jacobsen, Alex
Jacobsen, Brittany

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Jacobsen, Derek
Jans, Jessica
Johnson, Elizabeth
Kladstrup, Kasey
Knight, Joey
Krehlik, Darrell
Krehlik, Ronda
Lode, Brendon
Myers, Jeffrey
Ness, Kinser
Partridge, Allen
Peterson, Brittany
Rausch, Evan
Rausch, Tori
Roberts, Jordan
Schomburg, Katie
Schomburg, Kristen

DRIVE BY CHRISTMAS CAROLING

Monday, December 21, 5:15 PM to 6:30 PM
Singers will be socially distanced along the East
side of Grace UMC. Drive by (or even park for a
short time to listen) from the North along 2nd
Avenue.
Hot chocolate and cookies will be delivered to cars
Carolers: Dress warmly. Arrive by 5:00 PM.
Cookie donations: Needed by Sunday, December 20, in Narthex kitchen
Questions? Contact the church office.

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.

Schulz, Dillon
Shugars, Rick
Slawson, Candy
Spark, Jeff
Staples, Jordan
Staples, Kelsey
Stevenson, Teri
Toeung, Takahashi Rin
VanZwol, Ben
Vanzwol, Janeen
Walker, Corie
Wiegand, Samantha
Young, Gavin
Young, Kibben
Zalaznik, Katy

LEAVE A LEGACY
Leave a legacy by helping grow and
sustain the ministries of Grace United
Methodist Church for years to come. Let
us know if you plan to include the Grace
United Methodist Church Foundation in
your will, so we can thank you in your
lifetime. For information, contact Mike
Carlson at mikeseadoo1214@gmail.com
or at (712) 260-1306 or Paul Daniels.

Worship
CATCH THE SPIRIT SPONSORS:

Nov 22: Glen Chenhall, in memory of Barb
Nov 29: Cyndi O’Hara, in honor of her mother, Darline Hughes
93rd Birthday on November 28.
Dec 6: OPEN
Dec 13: OPEN
Dec 20: OPEN
Dec 27: OPEN
Sponsoring the Catch the Spirit cost is $60 each Sunday. If you
would like to sponsor a Sunday please call the church office.
Thank you!!

We are always looking for people to be trained for
WORSHIP TECHNOLOGY. We have good
equipment but it doesn’t help
if we don’t have enough
trained people to run it. We
are especially needing a
couple more people to be
trained to run the livestream.
Talk to Pastor Paul, Roger
Ingledue or Dennis
Spooner… quick!!

In- person worship will be suspended until reconsideration prior to January 17, 2021. However, the Narthex
entrances and Sanctuary will be open from 9 AM to 12:00 noon Sunday mornings with music softly playing.
(Subject to my availability and health. I’m fine but… who knows?! pf)
Family worship in your home can include the lighting of an Advent wreath. You’ll need five candles; any candles. You’ll
have one for each Sunday of Advent and one to light at Christmas. If you did not keep the Candle Service from the
November newsletter, it’s also on the website. We will provide another hard copy upon request.
MUSIC or special presentations for any service can be pre-recorded! If you want to do a solo or duet, a reading or a drama,
we can record that on the iPad and play it, for a Sunday or any (all??!) of the “Christmas” services. And, be aware that you
can submit a recording of lighting your home Advent wreath. (A possible form was included in the November newsletter; or
we can send it to you again if necessary.) Send your recording to us, including whether it’s the 2 nd, 3rd, 4th Sunday or
Christmas, and we’ll include it in the service as the lighting of the church’s Advent wreath.
Worship themes listed below come from the chapter titles in Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas, a little
book by Pastor Adam Hamilton. He uses the names, titles and metaphors attributed to Jesus to really take us on a walk
through much of basic Christian theology. Sermons will be able to only scratch one small piece each week.
There will be no in-person Christmas Eve services. As noted below, it will be pre-recorded and available on the website.
HOWEVER, tentatively, the Narthex entries and sanctuary will be unlocked all day the 24 th until 9:00 PM with Christmas
music playing softly. You are welcome to come for a time of quiet Christmas reflection.
NO Pit Stop worship events and Wednesday meals will be offered during December.
Dec. 6:

2nd Sunday of Advent – “Savior”
Bible passages: Matthew 1:20b-21; Luke 2 :8-12 ; Romans 7 :21-25

Dec. 13: 3rd Sunday of Advent – “Emmanuel”
Bible passages: Matthew 1:18-25; Hebrews 1:1-3; Matthew 28:20
Dec. 20: 4th Sunday of Advent – “Light of the World”
Bible passages: John 1:1-5; John 8:12; Matthew 5:14-16
Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Worship will be pre-recorded and available on the website starting at noon.
It will be available whenever you want to view it… every day for 10 weeks!!
Bible passages: Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-20; Titus 2:11-14
Dec. 27: 1st Sunday after Christmas – Do you have a favorite Christmas song to share?
(We’ll need it on a CD!)
Bible Passages: Luke 2:22-40; Galatians 4:4-7
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Pastor Paul Frederiksen
pastorpaul@spencergumc.com
Ministry Contacts:
Ad Council: Cyndi O’Hara
Staff Parish: Mitch McCann
Finance: Dennis Spooner
Trustee: Gary Small
Lay Leaders: John Rahn & Cyndi O’Hara
Missions: Gina Kohrs
Worship:
Children’s Ministry:
Lisa Elliott & Sheryl Larson
Discipleship Coordinator: Jane Moen
Youth:
UMW: Sandy Heerdt
UMM: Brad Johnson
Stewardship: John Rahn
Missionary: Jubilee Project, TN

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY TIMES:
KICD– 9:07 AM
SMU Channel:
Wednesdays 7-8 PM
Thursdays 10-11 AM
Worship Messages are available on our website at:
http://www.spencergumc.com/sermons-andbulletins.php#videos
Sanctuary will be open
Sundays 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
No in-person worship at this time...

What’s Christmas without Caroling in the cold?
We still have hope to get small groups of 4 to 6 carolers
together to go to some of the homes of
people of the church. If you make the
group, we’ll provide names &
addresses. We will not have a single
large group event; no van full of people
We will also provide music sheets. No
group? Contact the church office and
we’ll put a group & schedule together!

Grace United Methodist Church is
following CDC guidelines.
Facemasks are required and social
distancing in expected while in the
church.

