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Let Your Light Shine

By John Rahn, Lay Leader; Stewardship Chair
Perhaps you have attended a Christmas Eve Service where at its conclusion one candle is lit and then
soon the whole congregation has a candle lighted. The sanctuary is a dark and mysterious place but as
the candle lighting spreads the church is filled with glorious light. It is a wonderful, uplifting sight.
The theme of our Stewardship Emphasis this year is “This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.”
Your one little light combined with all the other little lights creates a great big shine.
We sometimes squirm when “stewardship” is mentioned because it is the church talking about money
again. And that is true. But think of giving to Grace Church in a different “light”. Your little light, or what
you give, moves in mysterious ways throughout the church building, out into the community and into to
the world. If you were carrying your “little light” it would move to the office area where Pastor Paul, Jane,
Kay & Sandy do the work that is so vital. Think of your light going to the utility room where it keeps our
building comfortable and accessible. And it moves to the
fellowship hall where weighted blankets are made. Then it
moves to the kitchen where community meals are prepared.
It’s there for baptisms, wedding & funeral services. Did you
know your light prepares jump start meals for Head Start
families? It also goes globally through UMCOR where
disaster strikes such as the storm that struck Cedar Rapids.
Shortly you will be receiving a brochure which will include a
pledge card and return envelope. Please return it during the
month of November. When you pledge and give to Grace
Church don’t think that you are giving money. Think of it as
“This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.”

Is COVID ‘over’ yet?! I’m tired of it… At least, as I write this, it would not be accurate to say, “I’m sick and tired of it!”
Whew! But more and more people are becoming aware how closely it comes to each and every one of us. SO, it’s been
kind of fun to mess around with the exodus story and our buddy, Moses.
In the midst of preparing sermons and service for October, I read a document, “5 Principles for Leading in
Uncharted Waters.” It included helpful reminders for me, but I think for each of us as we seek “LIVING in Uncharted
Waters!” Briefly, here are the 5 Principles, by Dan Reiland:
1. Peace Can't Be Dependent on What You Can Control
The more we try to control what we cannot control, the more peace will elude us! It is, therefore, good to keep in
mind that God is in control and our task in living is to focus and influence what we can control. In other words, it would be
fruitful for peace of mind to keep in mind the Serenity Prayer: “God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot
change; courage to change the things I can; and the wisdom to know the difference.”
Peace, especially in stressful times, is more likely to be a result of letting go, not grasping tightly.
2. Confidence Can’t be Based on Knowing the Answers
It should be clear to all of us by now that one thing the Coronavirus can teach us is humility. Not only should we
realize no one has all the answers, but also to beware anyone who says they do! Go forward, knowing God is with you,
and you are called and gifted. And remember: The only person who never makes a mistake is likely a person who has
never done anything!
3. Success Can’t be Based Only on Traditional Scoreboards
This is very true in the church. Attendance at worship, Sunday School, groups of various ages and stages of life is
not indicative of a church’s vitality during COVID. Rather, a marker for the church might be how we are using digital means
to reach out, locally and to persons with a history with Grace Church; but even more so, reaching out beyond those old
confines and limitations!
How ‘bout your life, your family? You may have fewer calendar pages filled with appointments, games, events,
visits. But is your family spending more quality time together? The past 7 months, have you had more meals together?
Have you pulled a cookbook off the shelf, blown the dust off, and found that recipe from the ‘lady who lived down the road’
at some point in your past life? Is it possible that’s a marker of “success”?!
4. Progress Can’t be Achieved Without Change
Not only change, but changes to the change! Life happens, rapidly. Flexibility might be “THE word of 2020!” This is
true on organizational levels, of church, groups, service agencies. But its also true for each of us on a more personal level.
It is hard work to carve a platform from which to take a look at one’s life from a new perspective, but it is work that must be
done. [One friend of mine, very active in the life of his church, would actually go into the empty sanctuary and sit in a place
in which he had never sat, thereby allowing a ‘new vision’ to emerge!]
5. Growth Can’t be Realized Without Mistakes
I think of it this way: Growth is founded on grace. Why? Because must allow ourselves to try new things – with no
guarantee of success or attaining the intended goal. Currently, the culture is in such instability that it’s nearly impossible to
project the next day or week; much less the next year! So the direction of the next step will be with our best knowledge,
wisdom and perspective of the present moment, understanding that it may easily change even before the second step is
taken. We must give ourselves permission to make mistakes, and when we do, to recover and go on.
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One thing to keep in mind for any event, church or otherwise:
IF YOU DON’T FEEL WELL, STAY HOME!
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Worship
1st:

All Saints; Communion; Memorial Committee Annual Report
Bible: I Kings 17:1-16, Luke 4:24-26 “Do We See the ‘Margins’?”
Music: Sean Pulatie

8th:

“Let Your Light Shine!”
Witness: Paul Daniels
Bible: Matthew 25:1-13 “Ready for the Kin-dom?”
Music: organ Tom Fuchsen; Men’s Group sings

15th:

“Let Your Light Shine!” Preaching: Rev. Lynn Potter
Witness: from Matthew 25 Ministry Hub of Cedar Rapids; Clint Twedt-Ball and Hope Haven – Josh Henderson
Music: Sean Pulatie

22nd: Rejoice!! Christ the King Sunday AND “Let Your Light Shine!” culmination
Sermon “Nobody Gets to Heaven Without a Letter of Reference from the Poor” (James Forbes)
Bible: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46
Music: Sean on keyboard; possibility of the Chancel Choir
26th:

Thanksgiving – It may be only a “Day” but great time to practice gratitude!

29th:

First Sunday of Advent! Anticipation of Jesus entering the world, for good times and COVID!
Incarnation provides us the theme of “Presidents and Kings”
Bible 2 Samuel 7:1-16; Luke 1:26-38

Chancel Choir Resumes!!
Chancel Choir will begin rehearsals Wednesday, November 11, at 6:30 PM in the sanctuary. “Singers’ masks” will be
provided and social distancing honored. New members are always welcome. For more information about choir and how
we are going to resume amid COVID-19, please visit www.gumcchoir.weebly.com
For your calendar:
“Christmas” worship will be offered Sunday, December 20, at 5:00 PM. No livestream. Also on Thursday, December 24,
at 3:00 PM and 7:00 PM. We intend to livestream both of these. Our aim is to make each service is unique, so your
offerings of music, readings, drama, whatever, are welcome. They do not need to be “live,” but can be recorded, and
offered that way. Contact Pastor Paul or the church office.
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY TIMES:
KICD– 9:07 AM
SMU Channel:
Wednesdays 7-8 PM
Thursdays 10-11 AM
LIVE STREAM 9:30 AM Sundays: https://youtu.be/048AKRhVpw8
Mondays on our Website: http://www.spencergumc.com/sermons-and-bulletins.php#videos

Sunday Worship at Grace UMC
begins at 9:30 AM

CATCH THE SPIRIT SPONSORS:
Nov. 1: Clinton & Patty Jones, in appreciation of
Pastor Paul and Jane.
Nov. 8: Pete & Shirley Paulsen
Nov. 15: Jane Moen & Paul Frederiksen in honor of
Katherine Moen’s (Mom) 100th Bday on Nov. 14!
Nov. 22:
Nov. 29:
Sponsoring the Catch the Spirit cost is $60 each Sunday. If
you would like to sponsor a Sunday please call the church
office. Thank you!!

Life @ Grace

The Grace Staff has been guessing about meetings of
groups, classes and events, putting them on the calendar
when there seems a possibility of happening. Well, we’ve
had too many occasions when people show up for
something… that isn’t being held.
SO, until further notice – We ARE NOT going to calendar
items/meetings/events until and unless you ask us to!
Thanks for understanding, Pastor Paul

MEMBER NEWS & UPDATES:
Deaths: May the God of peace and resurrection be with loved ones of those listed…
Pam White on the death of her aunt, Bernice (Ellerbroek) Erickson.
Member News: Note received from Pat & Paul Rausch includes: “We love it here and
couldn’t be more happy… Tell all we miss them and our time together.”
CHURCH CONFERENCE
Sunday, November 1, at 2:00 PM
We’re inviting people to the BenTena Room
where we will be Zooming on the big screen ‘in
conference’ with close to 20 other churches and
District Superintendent Rev. Ron Carlson.

I believe the Staff-Parish
Relations Committee was behind
the “Pastor Appreciation Month”
effort. But many of you have
shared, with both Jane and I,
expressions of “appreciation,” not
just this month but consistently.
Thank you for the affirmations.
And please understand, the
greatest ‘affirmation’ is your
response and work as we,
together, navigate this Sea of
Covid ambiguity. It’s an exercise
of grace for everyone!
- Pastor Paul

THANK YOU every person who
completed the CAT Survey, online,
on paper, early, late, morning, noon
or night!!! The SPRC & Ad Council will get the ~40 pages of feedback November 23 and determine
after that how best to share the
results with everyone.

POINSETTIA

Hanging of the GREENS
November 22nd following Worship Service

Soup lunch will be served after decorating has began.
Questions contact Peggy Palm

We will be taking
orders for poinsettia’s
in the office or online.
The cost is $9.00.
Please pay and give
your dedication for
your loved one at that
time. Questions
please contact Peggy

LEAVE A LEGACY
Leave a legacy by helping grow and sustain the ministries of Grace United Methodist Church for years to come. Let us know
if you plan to include the Grace United Methodist Church Foundation in your will, so we can thank you in your lifetime. For
information, contact Mike Carlson at mikeseadoo1214@gmail.com or at (712) 260-1306 or Paul Daniels.

Discipleship
WALK TO EMMAUS is returning to
Spencer Grace UMC 2021!!!
Here are the dates: July 15-18 for the
men’s walk and July 22-25 for the
women’s walk. There would also be a
Friday-Saturday in June for leadership
to get together here.

dis●ci●ple●ship

n. to turn all people into fully devoted, mature
followers of Christ.

If we don't teach our children to follow
christ, the world will teach them not to.

Discipleship
September 30, 2020

COMBATING RELATIONSHIP COMPLACENCY
AKA: “Building A stronger Marriage”

Ann Malmberg

If you Google “quotes about complacency”, you will see many different iterations of the same idea — complacency is an
enemy. Companies get complacent, and they begin to lose customers to their competitors. Employees get complacent, and they
are shocked when they are passed over for promotions or are let go altogether. Partners in a marriage can become
complacent, too.
Complacency slowly corrodes the motivation, desire, and potential for progress, improvement, change, growth, and
ultimately success. Apply that to relationships, and… yikes.
The scary thing about complacency in relationships is that, by nature, it silently takes root and eats away at intimacy. You
don’t notice it lurking because hey, things are “fine.” You’re both just busy with work, and the kids, and your separate hobbies,
and any number of other things. Why rock the boat? Then one day you find yourselves standing on opposite sides of a Grand
Canyon-sized chasm, wondering, “How did we get here?”
But that doesn’t have to be your fate. You can combat relationship complacency. How, you ask?
It all hinges on communication.


Communicate your feelings. Don’t bottle up anger, annoyance, or hurt, which builds resentment and many times results in
an explosion that catches your partner completely off guard, wondering, “Where did this come from?” Deal with issues as
they come up. Let each other know if there’s a problem.



Communicate your love and appreciation. Don’t take your partner for granted. Remember the beginning of your
relationship? You went out of your way to be thoughtful and considerate. You made sure to say, “That was so sweet of you!”
or “I appreciate that so much, thank you!” After a while, we tend to overlook these gestures that we once found so special
and instead focus on the habits or qualities we find annoying. It would be unrealistic to say you should never get annoyed,
but making an effort to be thoughtful, considerate, and express your love and appreciation for your partner is crucial,
whether you’ve been together for 2 years or 22 years.



Communicate your needs. Don’t assume that your partner “should just know” what you want or need from them or be able
to read your mind. Think about if the situation was reversed: do you always know exactly how your partner is feeling or what
he/she needs? Probably not. Sometimes it is nice to simply be told and be able to respond accordingly.

Consistent communication allows you and your partner to both inform and be informed about the “state of the union” so to
speak. It forces you to address issues instead of sweeping them under the rug in order to keep the peace. It will probably also
cause you to put in more effort to meet each other’s needs – a good kind of effort that fosters growth and demonstrates that
you’re both still in this thing for the long haul.
Ensure that your relationship doesn’t get passed over for that big promotion– although it can be uncomfortable, tense, and
just plain difficult sometimes to resolve issues, ultimately you are strengthening your relationship by doing so.

ABIDING IN EXILE

SUBSCRIBE TO WEEKLY E-MAIL
If you wonder when things will ever get back to something like “normal,” you’re in good company.
If this year has taken you to one emotional extreme after another—with the pandemic, our nation’s racial reckoning, a
complicated and highly contentious election, and whatever else has been happening in your own circumstances—you may be
feeling depleted.
It’s that experience of depletion, distance, and uncertainty that has prompted Iowa UM Conference to introduce The Exile
Project. You are invited to sign up for a weekly e-mail that will offer wisdom and resources for lay and clergy leaders’ spiritual,
emotional, mental, and physical well-being, as we all live through the challenges of 2020 and beyond. Sign up at: https://
www.iaumc.org/abiding-in-exile.

Discipleship

Happy are those who keep his decrees,
who seek him with their whole heart,
~Psalm 119:2

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS

The Adult Discipleship team will put together
a Grace UMC devotional again for Lent
2021. You will receive more information
about this project in December and what’s
needed. In the meantime, pay attention to
the ways that God is at work in your life.

ADVENT CARDS

Let’s face it. This season of wearing masks and keeping our distance has been
difficult. It’s been especially tough for those who are unable to leave their
homes. Grace has a long list of people in care centers and people who are not
getting out and about much. Let’s work together to brighten their days during
the upcoming holiday season!
The Adult Discipleship Team encourages YOU to be a part of a team who will
write cards or notes of encouragement to others during Advent. What we’re
looking at is like an “Adopt-A-Friend” program. Here’s how it’ll work:
 Please call or stop by the church to pick up the name(s) and address(es) of
the person/people you are adopting. (If you’d like to be on this list or know
of someone who should be, please leave their name in the office by
November 10.) Names will be available beginning November 15.
 Simply write one card or note of encouragement each week to this person
during Advent starting November 29 through Christmas. That is a total of 4
cards for each person. You can involve your family by having your kids
color pictures or add stickers to the envelope.
Let’s reach out to our Grace friends and provide encouragement and hope in
this Advent season!

UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONALS

The Upper Room devotionals for November
– December are now available in the
Narthex.

DECORATE YOUR WINDOW
We’ve put together a few seasonal pages for
kids and adults to color and post in front
window of your house. Pick up a coloring
page or we’ll send one to you then hang it
during Advent. Send a message of hope,
peace and love to your neighbors and the
world around us this Christmas
season! Take a photo to share with us @
office@spencergumc.com.

PIT STOP
Pit Stop is scheduled two Wednesdays a month. The November Pit Stop dates are
November 4, and November 18.
Pit Stop starts at 5:30 PM with ½ hour worship time in the Sanctuary. Same
guidelines for in person Sunday worship apply – you will need to physically distance at
least 6’ and wear masks!
Boxed meals will be available after worship to those who call (262-5970) or email (office@spencergumc.com) the office
by Monday at noon. Meals may be eaten in small groups or taken home.
MENUS:
November 4: Chicken noodle or vegetable beef soup, ham & cheese sliders, carrot sticks, & dessert
November 18: Lasagna, garlic bread, green beans & dessert
A freewill offering will be taken to offset the cost of the meals.
Questions, contact Jane Moen at 262-5970 or janedshipcoordinator@spencergumc.com

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES more on next page
THE WIRED WORD
The Wired Word class meets socially distanced Sunday mornings at 10:45 AM in the Fireside Room. Contact John Rahn,
if interested.

LIVE IN GRACE – WALK IN LOVE
This group uses Bob Goff’s inspiring devotional for conversation Sundays at 10:45 AM in the Narthex. Contact Dorothy
DeGroot for more information.

Discipleship

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES continued...

INCARNATION

Grace UMC will offer a 4-week Advent Study, using Adam Hamilton’s new book, Incarnation: Rediscovering the
Significance of Christmas. The study will begin Sunday, November 29 and go through December 20. We will show each
week’s video lesson in the sanctuary shortly after worship Sunday mornings. Then, after the video, at least two small
groups will meet in person, socially distanced for discussion. You do not need to be part of the small groups to watch the
videos. If you’d like to purchase the Incarnation book, call the office or sign up in the Narthex by November 15. The cost
for the book is $14, but don’t let the cost deter you from signing up. Pastor Paul will also be using Incarnation for the
weekly worship themes during Advent.
In Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas, author Adam Hamilton examines the names of Christ (i.e.
Messiah, Savior, Emmanuel) used by the gospel writers, exploring the historical and personal significance of his birth. In
the face of uncertainty and conflict, Christians reclaim the Christ child who brings us together, heals our hearts, and calls us
to bring light into the darkness. Now more than ever, we invite you to reflect upon the significance of the Christ child for our
lives and world today!

NEW TESTAMENT STUDY

“Exploring the Bible: New Testament” classes will be completed in November by 14 persons. The text is 270 pages and
they read much of the New Testament. We will have had 13 class sessions, taking two weeks for each of the six chapters.
It has been a pleasure to learn with them; be challenged with them; to be confronted by their hard questions; to explore with
them some of the answers; and to learn to live openly with the questions the Bible utilizes to open us to the possibilities of
God. To you each I say, “Thank you!” Pastor Paul

AMPLIFY

Amplify is an easy-to-use, multimedia platform that will allow anyone with internet to access thousands of videos of inspiring
stories, insightful teaching, and powerful resources for all ages. Amplify videos can be used for study, reflection, worship,
and inspiration and used in small groups, Bible studies and in your own personal/family faith journey. You can access all
these videos anytime and on almost any device (iPhone, iPad, Android phone or tablet, Roku, FireStick) you use to watch
video. Just a reminder – the church has WiFi for internet access.









To access Amplify and create your own account, just follow these simple steps:
Go to https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify
Click on the “person” icon in the far, upper right corner (next to the magnifying glass).
To set up an account, scroll down to “Enter Access Code”.
The Grace UMC access code is XNFWBR, then click on “Verify”.
Now you can set up an account with your email address and password. You may choose not to receive email
notices, but you must agree to the terms.
To access your account, click on the “person” in the upper right corner and scroll down to “Log In”. You will
need to remember your login and password.
The browse, discover, and magnifying glass buttons will help you to search the content by topic, scripture,
keywords, liturgical season and more.

If you have questions or need assistance, contact the church office. We hope that these additional resources will encourage
you on your faith journey!

Mission

RUMMAGE SALE – HUGE SUCCESS!!

THANK YOU TO ALL who helped with the set-up, worked the sale, or helped with clean up.
Thanks to all who donated items and to all who shopped or invited friends to shop! Your help is
appreciated. The rummage sale is a great example of many, many people coming together to
accomplish a big task. We couldn’t do it without YOU! We raised $1,254.75. The profits will all
go to mission projects as determined by the Missions team! Praise God!

Mission

MISSIONS DONATIONS

With the inability to collect Change the World funds
during worship, we have changed how donations for
Missions are collected. The world globe, we have used
to collect Change the World funds, will be set out in the
Narthex Sunday mornings. Your help in supporting
mission projects is appreciated.
GRACE GIVING TREE
The Grace Giving Tree will go up early November.
Check out the ornaments on Christmas tree in the
Missions Corner in the Narthex and decide how you
want to be involved. It’s easy to participate. You can
donate mittens/hats/socks for preschoolers or donate
gift cards or money.
Here are your options:
1. Purchase mittens, hats, or socks for preschoolers,
simply put them in the basket provided. Donations
are needed by December 6.
2. Select tag(s) & buy gift cards (i.e. grocery stores,
Walmart, gas station), take the gift cards directly to
the office so Pastor Paul can use them as
individuals in need are identified throughout the
year. Donations are due December 20.

JUMP START
Using a Clay County Foundation grant
we received in 2020, Grace UMC was
able to purchase enough books so that Head Start children will
receive one book for the next six months in their meal bag! Our
goal is to encourage kids (and their families) to love reading.
In November, our meal bag will include Bear Creek soup, saltine
crackers, green beans, fruit cocktail, peanut butter, and microwave
popcorn. On November 19, we will pack bags at 2:00 pm in the
Fellowship Hall and deliver the bags afterwards.

THANKSGIVING OFFERING
The Thanksgiving offering is designated to United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) which responds to disasters in the
US and around the world. It seems like there have a lot of natural
disasters in 2020. You may use the envelope enclosed in this
newsletter or indicate “Thanksgiving” on the memo line of your
check. The Missions team encourages you to consider God’s
blessings in your life and offer thanks with a monetary donation this
Thanksgiving. Return your offering to the church by the end of
November.

Thank you for sharing God’s love and helping to make
Christmas brighter for our friends, neighbors, and
strangers!

Children & Youth Ministries

Train up your child

in the way he should go

-but be sure you go that way yourself!
~Charles Spurgeon

NEW SERIES - PETE & PENELOPE

Amplify Media has a children’s series from Yippee TV
are now available to stream through your Amplify
subscription! See the Amplify article on how to
sign up!
In the series Pete & Penelope, two lovable siblings
have fun with their treehouse friends using their
imaginations and learning important social and
emotional lessons like being kind and sharing.
In the first episode, Pete and Penelope receive a
great gift in the mail but have trouble deciding who
plays with it first. And their pals Little Fox and Lucy
the Hedgehog are also having a hard time sharing
their toys. Kids will enjoy getting to know these
characters and will relate to their daily adventures.
Your kids will love it! Adults will too!

DECORATING CUPCAKES - YOUth
Gina Kohrs will work with youth (grades 7-12)
to decorate cupcakes Thursday, October
29, at 6:00 PM for a
special Halloween
activity. If you’d like
to help the youth
with this Halloween
surprise, contact the
church office and
we’ll let you in on the
secret…
YOUth TIME (Grades 7-12)
It’s not too late to join the conversation!
YOUth are now gathering every other
Sunday morning from 8:38 – 9:19 AM in
the YOUth Room to connect with one
another and talk about Bob Goff’s new book,
Dream Big, which is all about helping you to
reach your biggest dreams. No need to get
up early…we’ll have simple breakfast foods
available (i.e. granola bars, muffins, juice).
Upcoming dates are November 1, 15, 29 and
December 13, then we’ll take a break for
Christmas.

Children & Youth Ministries
SUNDAY SCHOOL BOXES
In September and
October, we distributed 25
Sunday School boxes with
resources to help families
(with children ages 3 to
grade 6) to grow their faith.
Each family received a
book, The Story for
Children or The Story for
Kids and activity pages for
chapters 1-10, a Make
Mealtime Family Time
booklet, and a Kids
Missions page with service project ideas. A special thanks
to Jane Ingledue and Becky Prentice for your help in
delivering boxes. These resources will help kids and their
families to explore the Bible and their faith in new ways.

This is the message we have heard from HIM
and proclaim to you, that God is light; in HIM
there is NO darkness at all. ~1 John 1:5
MAKE YOUR OWN ADVENT WREATH
“Advent” is the season of the year when we prepare for a
new experience of the coming of Jesus. One of the ways
you can observe Advent at home is by creating your own
“Advent wreath.” It consists of five candles – of any sort,
color, type. Each week of advent we light one more until,
on Christmas, all five are lit as we celebrate Jesus as the
Light of the World! We’ve included with this newsletter a
potential copy of a lighting service you can use.
Also, prior to each Sunday of Advent, if you light the
Advent candles and record it, send it to the church and
we’ll play your recording for the lighting of the Advent
candles in worship!! We can only use one per week, so
it’s a first-come basis! We’ve schedule three Christmas
services so we’ll have a total of 7 slots to fill!! Let me
know when you/your family
wants to be the featured
lighters. No, you do not need
to be present in worship to
show your home lighting
event!!
Pastor Paul
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