Grace Newsletter
Welcoming all people to know, grow in, serve and share Jesus Christ.
CONGREGATIONAL ASSESSMENT TOOL (“CAT” for short)
WE WANT TO KNOW YOUR STORY!
Through the Iowa Annual Conference
Grace UMC is taking advantage of the
opportunity to utilize the
CONGREGATIONAL ASSESSMENT
TOOL (CAT) administered through the
HOLYCOW! Consulting firm. The CAT
will help us plan for an intentional
future. The Assessment has many
facets, one of the most important being
an every-person survey of 100 items…
which YOU are asked [“expected”?!] to
complete!!
The Congregation Assessment Tool
(CAT) will provide key indicators of
congregational health along with areas
of challenge and potential growth. It
will help us collect and understand the
range of views that exist at Grace
United Methodist Church and the
possibilities, willingness, capacity and
energy for moving our ministry into the
future.
If you have provided us with a current
email address, on October 9, you will

receive a web link to complete the
Assessment Survey online. If you
would prefer to take the Assessment
using a paper copy, they will be
available Sundays in the Narthex
starting October 4; or you may call
(712) 262-5970 or stop by the office
and we will provide one for you along
with a self-addressed stamped return
envelope.
NOTE: If there is only one email
address for all members of your
household, it may be tempting to have
one person take the survey on behalf
of the family. However, please make
allowance for all persons in your home
9th grade and older to complete the
survey themselves. INDIVIDUAL
INPUT is key to our gaining insight into
overall perceptions and experiences.
NO! You do not need to be a
“member” of this church to provide
valuable input! We are asking ALL
participants of Grace Church to
complete and submit an assessment!*

Please set aside enough time to
answer all the questions. This will take
about 30 minutes. All survey
responses are strictly anonymous. If
more than one person in your
household is using the same link, you
will need to “submit” a completed
survey; leave the site; and re-enter for
the next person.
Thank you for your willingness to be a
part of this congregational assessment
and for helping to shape Grace United
Methodist Church’s future.
If you have questions, please contact
Candace Daniels at 319-231-2719 via
text or phone call; or contact the church
office.
Many thanks,
Staff Parish Relations Committee:
John Cotton, Candace Daniels,
Lenny Heerdt, Jackie Huckfelt,
Elaine Orthmann, Mitch McCann,
Natasha Mohror, John Rahn,
Pastor Paul

I have announced my impending retirement to be June 30, 2021. The CAT in the above item will be very useful for Bishop
Laurie and the District Superintendents as they make appointments for July 1, 2021. The feedback from all aspects of the
CAT will be utilized to construct a Church Profile for Grace. The CAT Survey is YOUR chance to provide input and
direction for future pastoral leadership of Grace! Jane and I will continue to serve you to the best of our ability through
June 30.
Pastor Paul

We are pleased to have again this year
Susan Archibald directing vocal music.
Always a teacher, Sue’s passion is
worshipping God through music. Ray
Meyer again serves as the vocal
accompanist. If you can sing even a little
bit, come and grow with these two great
leaders. It is deemed unsafe to have
group singing so we seek up to four
“singers” to provide lyrics the 2nd and 4th
Sundays. You do NOT need to have a
history with the Chancel choir to, 1) be
one of the “singers”; and 2) benefit from
the teaching of Sue for those two weeks

prior to the Sunday you’ll be singing!!
Provide a statement of your interest to
Sue or the church office.
The Bell Choir will be cranking it up!!!
(Yup. We can ring with a mask on.)
Performing once a month with a goal of
getting five or six pieces worked up in a
year, this group will be directed by longtime ringer Judi Calhoon!! To practice or
perform they need a full contingent so are
in urgent need for new ringers and understudies. “Singers” and Bells are open to
9th grade and up; yes, way “up!”

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY TIMES:
KICD– 9:07 AM
SMU Channel:
Wednesdays 7-8 PM
Thursdays 10-11 AM
LIVE STREAM on YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC7jhhm1t5AEqStQFTavWXxg?
view_as=subscriber
Website link:
http://www.spencergumc.com/sermonsand-bulletins.php#videos

WORSHIP IN OCTOBER

W-O-R-S-H-I-P — When Our Reality Seems Hard, Invoke Praise
Oct. 3:

“Communion” on the River overlook at the south end of 2nd Ave W.
(Ugly Weather? We’ll be in the Fellowship Hall!)

Oct. 4:

“What Can We Learn from the Babylonian Exile for this Pandemic Life?” - Jeremiah 29:1-9
Music – Sean Pulatie on keyboard

Oct. 11:

“Where’s God?” (Or, “Is God Here Or Not?!”) -Exodus 17:1-7
Music- “Singers” & Tom Fuchsen on the organ

Oct. 18:

“Pressing On” -Exodus 33:12-23
Music- Sean Pulatie playing for worship

Oct. 25:

“Following Jesus Is Hard; But Very Simple Really” -Matthew 22:34-46
Music- “Singers” & Sean Pulatie playing for worship

Nov. 1:
All Saints {In our time of in-person worship, there will be opportunity to lift names of deceased. If you will not
or cannot or should not (!) be present, provide the name/s of those you would like included and I will do that.
Pastor Paul}
Consecrating Memorials and Annual Report of the Memorial Committee
Music- Sean Pulatie on the keys!

Then he (Jesus) said to his disciples,
“The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few;
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest
to send out laborers into his harvest.”
~ Matthew 9:37-38

Generosity

THANK YOU’S...
Brad & I would like to thank the Grace
Church family for all of the caring and
support we have received during the last
several months with my cancer surgeries
and with Brad’s near death experience. We
both appreciate the phone calls, cards,
inquiries and most of all the prayers. I’ve
always felt that there is “power” in prayer.
This was proven in the “miracle’ of Brad’s
recovery.
God Bless Each One of You,
Marietta & Brad Johnson
Spencer Grace UMC,
From all of us here at Lake Okoboji United
Methodist Camp thank you for supporting
youth ministry in NW Iowa. The support
your congregation has given will enable us
to reach more campers, provide a safe
environment for campers and guests, and
provide awesome programs. We look
forward to sharing how your congregation
can continue to make a lasting impact here
a the LOUM Camp.
Thank You!!
LOUMC Staff (Eric Scheve)
Grace received a thank you for the $2,000
donation to the Matthew 25 Hub Ministry in
Cedar Rapids. “Thank you for being a part
of the Derecho recovery efforts in Cedar
Rapids. Thank you for your love, grace and
generosity. It is what gets us through trying
times. Your support means a lot to us as
we help Cedar Rapids recover from this
devastating event.”
Clint Twedt-Ball
Executive Director; Matthew 25 Ministry
Hub in Cedar Rapids

We are thankful for those who give using Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) or ‘bill-pay’
options. As we move through the year, most of our expenses remain the same but
offerings can fluctuate pretty dramatically. The EFTs are regular throughout the
seasons of the year. That really reduces the stress for the leadership’s work and
decision-making. We are immensely grateful.

“And the sea was no more…” (Rev. 21) May the peace of Christ that passes all
understanding be upon…
 Family/friends of Marge Fraseur. Marge died in May but her memorial service
was Sept. 25.
 Family/friends of Eileen Lanning
 Family/friends of Barb Hypse
HOSPICE
As of this writing, two of our people are under hospice care, Gussie Overeen at
St. Lukes and Jean Jacobsen at the Albert City Care Center. May the peace of
God envelope them as they close this chapter of their lives.
October is CLEAN IT, FIX-IT (CiFi) MONTH!!
Of course every one and anyone is welcome any time to come to the church and
clean, wash, scrap, scrub, dust… But you responded so well last year when the
Board of Trustees suggested that people adopt areas to clean that they thought
they’d do it again!! October is the month. Come and have at it. And if you don’t
know how or in what area you might make a difference, don’t worry!! The staff can
help you find just the place!!!
If you want to work when others are working in other locations in the building,
Trustees have set SATURDAY morning, OCT. 10 show up any time after 8:00 a.m.
Some identified projects to do then or when you’re able:
1. Sweep & clean basement storage under offices;
2. Edge all sidewalks (with the understanding that getting the grass back from
the walk makes snow removal easier w/ less ice when melting occurs!);
3. Trim bushes south side of sanctuary;
4. Wash windows (whatever needs it!);
5. Be sure windows are secured for winter;
6. Put ice melt & snow removal equipment by exits;
7. Remove the kitty litter from boiler room floor;
8. Good time to remove pews from music loft;
9. Begin process of labeling paint cans (Rm. B40) for use or disposal!;
10. Hang fire extinguishers;
11. Pew cleaning (left from the cancelled April “Clean Up” day!)
12. Finish staining the carpet ball game
13. Vacuuming stuffed chairs in B-20.
14. Clean bugs out of lights
As you can tell, there’s work for all ability levels. The sidewalk edging project could
create a LOT of dirt. We have to clean it back far enough, esp. on east side, so the
snow-melt doesn’t come across the sidewalk so much.
Does your MINISTRY AREA, or you as an individual, know of a need that memorial
funds may address? We will be constructing the 2020-2021 Memorial Brochure
during the month of October and your input could be helpful, especially by Monday
the 12th. Contact chairperson Judi Calhoon, Pastor Paul or the church office.
Members of the Memorial Committee include Kevin Tlam, Ruby Peterson, Virginia
Bergner, Sharon Montgomery and Pam Maurer.

Grief recovery is a painful process. Grace UMC is hosting a
special, two-hour seminar to help people face the holidays after
the death of a loved one.
Surviving the Holidays will be held Nov. 22th at 1:00 at Grace
UMC, 311 2nd AVE West, Spencer (across from the
courthouse). You will be able to attend this program either inperson or online using Zoom.
The seminar features video interviews with counselors, grief
experts, and other people who have experienced the holidays
after their loved one’s death and who offer practical
suggestions and reassurance.
These people share honestly about:






How to prepare for surprising emotions that may hit over
the holidays
What to do about traditions and other coming changes
How to handle holiday parties and invitations
Where to find comfort, strength, and hope in a seemingly
hopeless time

The cost of attending is $5. Scholarships are available. Those
who attend will receive a Survival Guide filled with practical
tips, encouraging words, journaling ideas, and exercises for
daily help through the holiday season.
Registration is required. Please feel free to contact us at
spencergracegriefshare@gmail.com or call the church at 712262-5970, if you have questions or would like more information
about the Surviving the Holidays seminar or our other
programs and groups to help you in your grief recovery.

CATCH THE SPIRIT RADIO BROADCAST
SPONSORS FOR OCTOBER:




Oct 4: Pete & Shirley Paulsen
Oct 11: Myrna Heeren & Jim Fairchild
Oct 18: Gary Horning in memory of Janet’s birthday
(Sept. 28).
 Oct 25: Russ & Sue Hitchcock in memory of Russ’ brother
Gene, who passed away on May 30, 2020
Sponsoring the Catch the Spirit cost is $60 each Sunday. If
you would like to sponsor a Sunday please call the church
office. Thank you!!

;
WEIGHTED BLANKET ANNOUNCEMENT
When Weighted Comfort for Kids announced that they would be
disbanding mid-year our group looked at our options and decided
to move forward with a new name and to approach our goals
from a slightly different angle.
Today our name is Weighted Works with Love. We continue to
meet monthly in Fellowship Hall, now sewing weighted blankets,
lap pads and weighted shoulder wraps for people of any age who
would like one for themselves or to share with friends or family.
We are asking a suggested donation for each weighted item
ordered.
We meet the 4th Wednesday of each month, 9 AM to 3 PM. If
you would like to stop in for a visit please wear a mask, use hand
sanitizer when entering and practice safe social distancing as
you observe our operation.
For more information or to place
an order for our weighted products
please call Sue at 712-262-7604
or Brownie at 712-262-7420.

change in your household?



College student (address, email too..,)
Your email has changed?

Please let the church office know about
these updates. Thank you for your help!!

Grace Church Conference
Sunday, November 1, 2020
2:00 PM
All are welcome!
This is the message we have heard from Him
and declare to you: God is light; IN HIM there is
NO darkness AT ALL.
~1 John 1:5

JUMP START
We’ve successfully delivered 120 Jump Start meals to the Head
Start in September. Thanks to all who assisted with packing the
bags!
We are not asking you to purchase food for the bags during the
pandemic. Instead, we are asking you to support the Jump Start
program with monetary donations. Simply write “JUMP START”
on the memo line of your check with the amount if you are
including this donation with your church offering.
In October, our meal bag will include canned chicken, Chicken
Helper, Corn, Mandarin oranges, granola bars and cereal. On
October 15, we will pack bags at 2:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall
and deliver the bags afterwards.
MISSIONS DONATIONS
With the inability to collect Change the World
funds during worship, we have changed how
donations for Missions are collected. The world
globe, we’ve used to collect Change the World
funds, will be set out in the Narthex Sunday
mornings. Consider giving to one of these 2
mission projects in October:
CHURCH WORLD SERVICE has worked in
partnership with local communities to provide
warmth and protection for families fleeing their
homes or recovering from disaster, seeds and
tools to struggling farmers, and water and
health to impoverished communities. CWS
distributes thousands of blankets around the
world for only $10 per blanket.

INGATHERING
The Mission Ingathering Committee will be held at
Cherokee on Saturday, November 7.
As usual, each site will collect greatly needed kits and
monetary donations from churches and individuals. Many
traditional parts of Ingathering (worship, lunch, education,
bazaar, youth overnight, quilt and woodcarving auctions)
will not occur this year. A brochure with what’s needed in
this year’s Ingathering kits is available outside the church
office. If you’d like to make a monetary donation, write
INGATHERING on the memo line of your donation check.
All donations are needed by Sunday, November 1st.

CHERISH HOUSE is a group maternity home in
the Iowa Great Lakes area for young women
facing unplanned pregnancies. While at the
Cherish House, young women experience life
within a structured, nurturing, and loving family
setting and opportunities for personal growth.
Since we were unable to do the annual “Baby
Bottle” campaign last spring, we are
encouraging donations now.
Feel free to donate any donations you have for
mission projects in the globe or when writing a
check, write “Missions” for the Missions
committee to designate or the name of the
specific mission project. Your help in
supporting mission projects such as these is
appreciated.

We’ve decided to move ahead with the planning for the fall missions rummage sale with additional precautions due to the pandemic.
The sale will be held
Friday, October 16, from 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Saturday, October 17, from 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM.
You may bring items to the church beginning Monday, October 12. The deadline to bring donations for the sale is 6:00 PM, Wednesday,
October 14. Clean up will be Saturday, October 17, at 11:00 AM.
If you are interested in helping with set up, the sale itself, or clean up, please contact Gina Kohrs or sign up in the church office.
GUIDELINES FOR THIS YEAR’S SALE:
 NO clothing and NO large items (i.e. furniture, lawn equipment, bikes, or old TVs) will be accepted.
 We are unable to pick up items from your homes.
 We will not provide a meal or refreshments for shoppers.
 ALL items must be clean and “like new” or “gently used”.
 Ask yourself “Would anyone purchase these items in this condition?” If the answer is no, please throw them out or recycle them.
We hope that this sale will help you to get rid of some of the excess you may have discovered this season. Thank you in advance for your support
of this event.

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES
PIT STOP
Pit Stop is scheduled Wednesdays, October 7, and October 21.
Pit Stop starts at 5:30 PM with ½ hour worship time in the Sanctuary.
Same guidelines for in person Sunday worship apply – you will need to
physically distance at least 6’ and wear masks!
Boxed meals will be available after worship only to those who call (2625970) or email (office@spencergumc.com) the office by Monday at noon
(two days prior to the scheduled pit stop). A freewill offering will be taken to
pay for the meals.
Meals may be picked up and taken home or you may gather physically
distanced to connect with others and/or discuss the worship message in groups
of 8 or less. At this point, we are planning to purchase boxed meals from local
establishments OR possibly, have individuals prepare a simple, boxed meal.
If you are unable to participate in the Pit Stop worship, you may still sign up for a
“to go” meal by the Monday prior to a scheduled Pit Stop and pick it up under the
WEST awning (Warner’s parking lot) of the church from 6:10-6:20 PM. Freewill
offering.
Questions, contact Jane Moen at 262-5970 or
janedshipcoordinator@spencergumc.com

THE WIRED WORD
The Wired Word class meets socially
distanced Sunday mornings at 10:45 AM in
the Fireside Room. Contact John Rahn, if
interested.
NEW TESTAMENT STUDY
Two New Testament classes are being
offered Sundays at 10:45 AM and
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM. Pastor Paul leads
these classes. The groups meet physically
distanced or by Zoom. Contact Pastor Paul
if interested.
LIVE IN GRACE– WALK IN LOVE
This group uses Bob Goff’s inspiring
devotional for conversation Sundays at
10:45 AM. This group has been meeting in
the comfy chairs in the Narthex. Contact
Dorothy DeGroot for more information.

YOUTH & CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

 YOUth TIME (Grades 7-12)
Just a reminder that Grace has a subscription to
Amplify. Amplify provides anyone with internet to
access thousands of videos of inspiring stories,
insightful teaching, and powerful resources.
Amplify provides quality resources for all ages.
Amplify videos can be used for study, reflection,
worship, and inspiration and used in small
groups, Bible studies and in your own personal/
family faith journey. For detailed instructions to
access Amplify, check out the September
newsletter or contact the church office. These
additional resources are intended to encourage
you on your faith journey!

YOUth gather Sunday mornings from 8:38 – 9:19 AM in the YOUth Room
to connect with one another and talk about Bob Goff’s new book, Dream
Big. Bob will help you to find and reach your biggest dreams. We’ll have
time to support one another during this crazy time. No need to get up
early…we’ll have simple breakfast foods available (i.e. granola bars, fruit).

Salvation is free,
but discipleship
will cost you your life.
~Dietrich Bonhoeffer

CHILDREN’MINISTRY
The Children’s Ministry distributed Sunday School “at home” resource boxes to families with kids ages 3 to grade 6 in
September.
Each family is receiving The Story Bible for Children or The Story Bible for Kids with a USB Flash Drive for younger kids to
“read” along & activities. These colorfully illustrated children’s Bible storybooks will help children learn lessons and about Jesus’
love for all.
Also included in the box are Make Mealtime Family Time booklet containing fun-n-faith activities that parents (or
grandparents) can use during or immediately after a share family meal at home or while out for a meal and a Kids Missions
sheet with ideas to help kids learn the importance of reaching out and caring for others.
If your family missed getting an “at home” Resource box, stop by the church office. We are excited to offer children and their
families this opportunity to explore the Bible and their faith in a new and exciting way!

LETTER TO IOWA UNITED METHODISTS from BISHOP LAURIE HALLER
Siblings in Christ of the Iowa Annual Conference:
In recent weeks, we have seen the escalation of hate crimes and violence across Iowa. In the small community of Stuart, a
family discovered racial epithets spray-painted on their home. Near the college town of Grinnell, authorities are
investigating an apparent homicide after witnesses discovered the body of Michael Williams, a Black man, burning in a
Jasper county ditch. Too frequently, we receive reports from laity and clergy around our state that in their communities,
flyers filled with hateful, divisive content have been placed on cars during worship or distributed in neighborhoods. These
incidents marked by hate and violence must not be diminished or dismissed.
Friends, this is a moment when as churches, lay persons and pastors, we must stand for righteousness and holiness by
standing against intolerance, injustice, and hate. One church at a time, one town at a time, one city at a time, we must look
deep into our very souls to begin this healing and hard work.
Hearing again the echo of the prophet Micah, let us reach out with words and actions of support to proclaim as people of
faith we are called to a higher and more holy calling to do justice, embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with our God.
Beloved United Methodists across Iowa, do not hold back from standing alongside our church and community members in
these places of pain, fear, righteous anger, and uncertainty that seem to be a constant and become even more elevated
when hate crimes happen. Remember that in our shared identity as disciples of Jesus, we stand in the waters of our
common baptism where Jesus calls us to reject evil in its many forms, including racist behavior that presents itself
as intimidation, harassment, hateful rhetoric, bullying behavior (whether in person or online) and other forms of violence.
It is time for us to unite around our common humanity to say enough is enough. As [individual and as] the Church, we must
step into the gaps and become agents of compassion and change. This invitation is a matter of “loving our neighbors as
God loves us.” Especially in these days when we often see the worst of humanity, loving our neighbor means reaching out,
taking the initiative to know your neighbor, learn their story, seeking to understand their pain and lament, confessing our
own shortcomings and sin as we realize we need to be and do more than we have been or done in the past.
Furthermore, we call on you to turn to our sacred texts that teach us the following:
 We believe all humankind is created in the image of God and that life is sacred.
 We believe that we must cross existing divides within the religious, political, and social locations that purport an
“us versus them” mentality.
 We believe all people should be treated with dignity and respect, recognizing that love, not hate, is what Jesus
calls us to as we seek to live Jesus’ words, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”
One place we can all start is at the beginning and end of each day with prayers familiar to our faith:
Prayer of St. Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to
understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is
in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
Sincerely,
Bishop Laurie and the Appointive Cabinet of the Iowa Annual Conference

Go to iaumc.org to see
Bishop Laurie’s entire letter.
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Pastor Paul Frederiksen
pastorpaul@spencergumc.com
Ministry Contacts:
Ad Council: Cyndi O’Hara
Staff Parish: Mitch McCann
Finance: Dennis Spooner
Trustee: Gary Small
Lay Leaders: John Rahn & Cyndi O’Hara
Missions: Gina Kohrs
Worship:
Children’s Ministry:
Lisa Elliott & Sheryl Larson
Discipleship Coordinator: Jane Moen
Youth:
UMW: Sandy Heerdt
UMM: Brad Johnson
Stewardship: John Rahn
Missionary: Jubilee Project, TN

CAMP FOR 2021 IS ONLINE.
For more information and to register
online visit:
www.iaumc.org/camps or
call 800-765-1651

Activity Page from
Lake Okoboji
United Methodist Camp.

Camp Word Scramble...

Color the pictures ....

