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[This item is a repeat from the July 5 online worship.  Not everyone has access to 
that worship so I will repeat it here for everyone to have access.  Pastor Paul] 
 

Jesus was asked once by a guy, “What must I do to gain eternal life?” 
“What is written in the Law?” 
“You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, with all 
your strength, and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” 
“You have answered correctly. Do this and you will live.” 
Trying to cover his bases, the man asked, “Who is my neighbor?” 
At that point, Jesus, as was his practice, replied with a story.  In this case, it was 
the story we know as “The Good Samaritan.” 
 A man was going from Jerusalem to Jericho; thieves beat and robbed him. 
Along came religious people, first a priest (pastor) then a Levite (Lay Leader.) Both 
were obedient to rules!! But then along came a Samaritan who “was moved with 
compassion” and was not inhibited by culture or stereotype. He cared for the 
beaten, robbed man.  
“What do you think?” Jesus asked.  “Which one of these three was a neighbor to 
the man who encountered thieves?” 
“The one who demonstrated mercy toward him.” 
 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 

If you are out and about even a little, you’ve been able to see that many people are 
hesitant about wearing a mask.  I don’t know if it’s about vanity, appearance, or 
claustrophobia.  If it’s about appearance, that’s really funny.  Why, just the other 
day, I saw someone unwilling to wear a mask but was, out in public, wearing a 
Nebraska Cornhusker t-shirt!!! 
 

But I feel the wearing of a mask is just one way to express to our neighbors that we 
love them, care about them, and wish to be, in this small way, a compassionate 
neighbor to them. 
 

“Won’t you be my neighbor?” 

We will need to have an online presence 
when we again gather for worship, tenta-
tively August 2.  We are making arrange-
ments for livestreaming but will need a 
team of people trained to run it.  Ideally, 
if we have four or five people, there could 
be a schedule so each person would need 
to run it only 12 times a year.  So far, we 
have two people with interest expressed.  
Friends, this could be a marketable skill 
for some setting!!   

Last year we completed two rather 
intensive classes, “What Is the Bible” and 
“Introducing the Old Testament.”  COVID 
interrupted our intention to get into 
“Introducing the New Testament.”  I am 
wondering if there is interest among 
people to begin the New Testament class 
sometime in August. We could offer the 
class sessions with an option of being on 
Zoom.  I will not consider the first two 
classes as prerequisite to participation in 
the New Testament.  Please get back to 
me if you have thoughts, interest, or 
curiosity. 
 

Grace and peace,   
Pastor Paul 



WORSHIP IN JULY – We’re planning to be online for July.  Of course, your leadership will also be watching “the numbers.”  
We’re praying for a miracle, that the number of new cases begins to go down!  Starting August 2, in addition to online worship, 
we plan to offer in-person worship at 9:30 a.m.  We will not demand the presence or participation of any musicians, greeters, 
technicians, ushers or readers. Each person needs to consider their own level of “community” comfort.  Please read prior to 
August 2nd these “Guidelines for Worship.”    

Guidelines for Worship… beginning August 2   
    

 Persons over 65 years old are to exercise care and prudence as to their attendance; 
 Anyone who is not feeling well should not be in attendance; 
 “Social distancing” of 6’ is expected from people you do not live with; 
 The wearing of masks is encouraged, welcomed and will be affirmed; 
 Online worship will continue to be offered. 

 
1. At least one door of both the east and west narthex entrance will be latched open.  About 10 minutes after the beginning 

of the service, these outside doors may be closed. 
 

2. If a person chooses to be a “greeter,” you are expected to wear a mask.  There will be no hand-shakes or other form of 
greeting requiring physical contact. 

 

3. Participants will be encouraged not to touch anything they don’t need to. Doors from narthex to sanctuary will be left 
open before, during and after the service.  Likewise, the doors to the narthex restrooms will be open. 

 

4. There will be no staffed nursery, though the nursery will be available for parents to use.  There will be minimal, easily 
disinfected objects in the nursery. 

 

5. There will be no printed ‘worship programs.’  Projection will include all congregational participation. Hymnals and Bibles 
will be removed from the pew racks.  

 

6. People will be expected to find seats at least 6’ from any persons other than those they live with. (It may be most 
effective if large family units sit in a ‘clump,’ some in back, some in front.) 

 

7. There will be a “children’s lesson,” but the children will remain at their seat with their family or whoever brought them. 
 

8. For public address use, i.e. prayer concerns & announcements, corded microphones will be placed on stands, at the 
front of the aisle, one on each ‘corner’ of the platform. No touching needed. 

 

9. Bold, loud singing by the gathered congregation will not be encouraged. ☹  Rather, we will seek song leaders/
presenters who will sing; well-separated from the gathered people. 

 

10. There will be a time for people to consider their response to the proclaimed Word, that is, your “offering,” but offering 
plates will be placed by each of the sanctuary exits and one in the narthex. 

 

11. At the conclusion of the service, persons will be dismissed from the seats one row at a time, back to front.  No 
“fellowship time” will be hosted.  

 

  There will be available, at the exits, a paper with any calendar items, announcements and prayers.  
 

Congregational singing is discouraged. But there will be music of some sort!  If we have soloists or small groups, we’ll 
ask them to sing from the music loft, well apart from the congregation.  We’re always looking for special “Acts of Praise” for 
worship – by you or someone you know!  This doesn’t need to be ‘music,’ but might be a reading, dramatic presentation, 
testimony... 
 

SPECIAL EVENT: Sunday, August 9th, Evan Hilsabeck will be with us, giving the organ some exercise!!   
 

More details for August worship will come with an August newsletter.  Earlier in this newsletter is notice that we intend to 
offer livestream, beginning August 2.  At the time of this writing there is much that needs to be done in that regard, but we 
hope to be able to provide clarification for you in the August newsletter.  Prayers welcome! 



Generosity 
There are many different types of generous people and there are common 
traits that the most generous people share.  According to the French 
philosopher Emmanuel Levinas a generous person will display the following 
qualities: 
 

Altruism – generous people give without hope of receiving compensation for 
their good deeds. 
 

Optimism – as optimists they see the world in a different light.  Although the 
world is not perfect, they believe it can be made a much better place. 
 

Trust – they trust completely that their cause is a worthy one and the people 
involved in that cause will do their best to help. 
 

Energy – these individuals devote their energy to the good that they want to 
do.  When most generous people spend their time working on a goal, they 
are revitalized and energized to do even more good. 
 

Ability to lead – most generous people are not afraid to stand up and lead for 
their cause.  Even getting involved is in itself a form of leadership. 
 

Most generous people share these qualities in differing degrees.  When I 
read the article about generosity, it reminded me of so many people in our 
Grace United Methodist Church and the many ways in which they practice 
generosity.  Perhaps we might change 2 Corinthians 9:7 from “God loves a 
cheerful giver” to “God loves a generous giver” 
 

God bless – John Rahn, Stewardship Chairman 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

Deaths: “Do not let your hearts be troubled; 
believe in God, believe also in me…” 

 Janice Young, spouse of John, mother 
of Joan (Keith) Johnson, died June 26. 

 Lorraine Conley experienced the death 
of a niece. 

 

Membership Updates & Clarifications: 
 Betty Smith is now a resident of Good 

Samaritan Nursing Home in Estherville. 
1646 5th Ave N;  Estherville  IA 51334 

 

 Cory Heida and Sarah Schonts were 
received into membership June 28th.  
Sarah comes by Confession of Faith and 
Cory by Reaffirmation of Faith. 

 

 Baptized on June 28:  Deacon Frederick 
Heida, son of Cory and Sarah; grandson of 
Vicki and Dalen Heida.  Deacon’s address: 
4877  227th Ave;  Sioux Rapids  50585 

Main Street Market is tentative for the dates of July 30 and Aug. 6 & 13.  This outdoor farmer’s market and craft sale is held a 
few Thursdays every summer on the south lawn of the Clay County Courthouse, across the street from Grace UMC.  The past 
three years we’ve served root beer floats to the people who come. It’s fun to hear the comment, “You mean it’s free?!” 
It seems a good idea to do it again.  Every church is known on the street in some way. It could be worse than being known as 
“the church with free root beer floats!” 
 Yes, once again, we are inviting people to donate ice cream and root beer for this fun and Free-As-God’s-Grace activity.  AND, 
you get to sign up to serve the floats, too!!  Of course, this year we’ll require servers to wear masks and gloves.  After July 30 
we’ll have a pretty good idea of numbers of people attending. NOTE: If Main Street Market is cancelled, we won’t be serving 
floats. 

Your Administrative Council met June 29th.  One of their difficult decisions was to postpone the next edition of “Journey to 
Bethlehem” until December 2021.  One of our goals for Journey is to intentionally offer to area United Methodist Churches an 
opportunity to participate, from the planning stage all the way through clean-up.  That has not been possible this year and, of 
course, we’re not sure what the future holds in the way of comfortable group gatherings, either.  Pray for a great event in 
2021!!  

  We travel not to escape life,  
 but for life not to escape us. 

~unknown 



MISSIONS – HEAD START 
 

The Head Start program resumed their work with 
preschoolers and home visits in June.  Grace delivered 
cereal and 60 bags with meals that we were unable to 
deliver in March due to the pandemic shutdown.  Grace 
UMC also purchased two thermometers for Head Start 
to use each day.  Gina, chair of Missions, also worked 
with Brownie Small and a community quilting group to 
make 175 masks for adults and children associated 
with the Head Start program.   
 

Here is the thank you Gina received from Michella 
Koppen, staff at Head Start: 
“You surprised me last night when I went in the 
gym and found your wonderful delivery.  We are 
sending it home with children tonight and Home 
Base will be getting out in the next week.  You 
guys are great.   
  

Also a big shout out for the two no touch 
thermometers.  We use thermometers each 
morning for all children that come to school.   
  

Masks are being used so share the big smile you 
put on everyone’s face. 
  

Thank you!” 
Michella Koppen 

Upper Des Moines Opportunity has been amazing 
always but in this pandemic season of challenges and high 
requests for assistance, they’ve been super-
amazing.  Director Dawn Dahm has made available a list 
of current needs.  If you’d like to assist you may drop them 
off at the church or at the UDMO office. 
Also, due to the generosity of so many of you, the Mission 
Work Area has approved providing $1,000 to 
UDMO.  Throughout this pandemic, your Missions people 
and church staff have been directing available resources to 
various people and situations.  PRAISE GOD that you are 
making that possible!! 

UDMO List 
 

Diapers (sizes 3, 4 & 6), Boys Pull Ups 
 

Cereal, Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper, Canned 
tomatoes, Hot Dogs 
 

Toothbrushes, Toothpaste , Dish Soap, Deodorant, 
Kleenex 
 

Dawn Dahm 
Upper Des Moines Opportunity-Clay County 
2512 Hwy Blvd- Spencer, IA  51301  (712) 262-7409 

 

Caring for One Another 
During this crazy, unpredictable season, the Grace staff have 
heard many heartwarming stories of individuals reaching out 
and caring for one another in unique and special ways.  We 
each have a responsibility to care for our family, friends, 
neighbors and even strangers.  What have you done to 
care for others? In what ways have others cared for you?  
Send your inspirational stories to the church office.  We’d 
love to hear in what ways our Grace friends are making a 
difference! 
 
Here is a note Effie received from a young girl in the 
neighborhood.  It is being shared with permission from 
Evalyn’s Mom.  Isn’t this a great note? 
 
Dear Effie, 
How are you doing during this horrible coronavirus 
time?  I am doing well and I give you this note to keep 
as a gift from me!  Maybe we can be pen pals and write 
notes to each other!  I am challenging myself to do 
Random Acts of Kindness this week so here I am 
writing a note to you!  I wish for you to stay safe and 
healthy.  I will be writing notes to people all over the 
neighborhood and I thought I could start with the one 
and only Effie!  I hope that you aren’t feeling down in 
the dumps because of the coronavirus because you can 
always write notes to me! hope you are doing well and 
I hope to hear from you again soon! 
 
Love, Evalyn 
P.S. don’t forget to show love 

If you are in need of a cloth mask you are more 
than welcome to come to the church office and 
get one. 

GARDEN  PRODUCE  SEASON  is upon us!  Past years 
you’ve been great about picking it off a table Sunday morn-
ings or other times you’re passing through.  We’ll make that 
available starting August 2.  But before then and after if you 
should not be out and about, we will deliver to your house if 

you let us know what you’d like.  

REMINDER:  The sanctuary is open, music is playing from 9 to 
11 AM  every Sunday; and will be available will be available any 
time upon request.  Also the chapel is available.  The building 
has been and remains open during ‘regular office hours’ and 
frequently later than that.  Sundays as of August 2, if you are 
uncomfortable or should not be around people, you can come 
prior to 9:30 or after 10:30 and the sanctuary will still be 
available.  
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Various ways you are able to Worship while still social distancing.   
 
 
 

 
 

Listen to it on Catch the Spirit 
Broadcast on KICD:  
Sundays @ 9:07 AM  

Watch it on SMU:  
Wednesdays @ 7 PM  
Thursdays @ 10 AM  

We send out a Friday GUMINFO letting 
all those who we have emails for that the 
Worship Message is available online 
along with any updates and prayers we 
have.  If you do not receive them please 
email us so we have your current email 
address.  You also may want to check 
your spam folder if you thought you gave 
it to us earlier.  office@spencergumc.com 

Spencer-Grace Church   www.spencergumc.com 
www.facebook.com/SPENCERGUMC  

https://www.facebook.com/SPENCERGUMC/


Pastor Paul Frederiksen  
pastorpaul@spencergumc.com  
 

Ministry Contacts:  
Ad Council: Cyndi O’Hara  
Staff Parish: Mitch McCann 
Finance: Dennis Spooner  
Trustee: Gary Small  
Lay Leaders: John Rahn Cyndi O’Hara  
Missions: Gina Kohrs  
Worship:  
Children’s Ministry: 
 Lisa Elliott & Sheryl Larson  
Discipleship Coordinator: Jane Moen 
Youth: Veronica Studer 
UMW: Sandy Heerdt  
UMM:  Brad Johnson 
Stewardship:  John Rahn   
Missionary: Jubilee Project, TN  

Grace United Methodist Church  
311 2nd Ave West • Spencer, Iowa 51301  
(712) 262-5970 • www.spencergumc.com 

office@spencergumc.com  
 

Worship Sundays  9:30 AM  
Discipleship Growth 10:45 AM  
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Jesus & Me Online VBS 

The Grace Children’s Ministry team 
worked hard in May and June to put 
together a free, 5-day, online, at home 
experience for kids ages 3 to grade 5.  
The Jesus & Me VBS shared Bible 
stories, kindness videos, music, crafts, 
snacks, and mission/kindness projects 
through take home activity boxes.  A 
special thanks to Lisa Elliott, Sheryl 
Larson, Crystal Handy, Teresa Rohwer, 
Jamie Horning, and Jane Moen for 

putting together this year’s VBS! 

If you know of any who would enjoy receiving ready-to-go, easy-to-use kits, 
simply call the church office at 262-5970 to express interest in receiving a 
VBS box.  We have 2-3 boxes left and based on interest, the Children’s 
Ministry team will determine whether to put together additional boxes.  They 
can be at your own pace and used any time this summer.  Simply call the 
church office at 262-5970 to express interest in receiving a VBS box.  What 

a great way for families to learn together about Jesus and his love!   

Side note: 

As you are digging in to VBS we 

encourage you to share your 

photos with us by emailing them 

to office@spencergumc.com or 

on Facebook.     

We would love to post them on 

our webpage and let everyone 

see them. 

Our prayer for your family is: 

Father, bless these families who 

strive to draw closer to you as a 

family.  Grant them Your peace 

and Hope as they choose 

kindness in this life.  Thank you 

for the opportunity to learn more 

about You!   


