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April 22, 2020

PRAYERS

Revelation 21:5: “Then the one
seated on the throne said, “Look!
I’m making all things new.” He
also said, “Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.”











Velma Luhr, mother of Jan Watson, died April 13.
Jan and Gordon’s address: 1408 8th AVE. SW;
Spencer
Rose Alger, sister-in-law Connie Alger died April 10.
Rose is at: 1415 So. Grand Plaza DR Apt. D;
Beverly Johnson died on Holy Week. Bev’s
daughters include three who are members of Grace:
Linda (Alan) Miller, Cody Slawson and Gina Ean
plus Toni Corcoran, who also lives in Spencer. Son
Jan (Ann) lives near Cedar Rapids.
Bill & Carol Lauritzen & Kathy Habben – the death of
Carol’s son and Kathy’s brother David Grice.
Bob & Delores Barringer, 2101 W. 11th St; Spencer
– sympathy on her sister Kathy’s death.
Dennis & Diane Spooner – Dennis’ surgery at
Rochester was April 9. As of today (April 20) he is
close to returning home but has much healing yet to
go and invites prayers for appetite, strength and
healing.
Prayers for those who are temporarily laid off, for
those who are working face to face with customers,
for our emergency crews, for the medical staffs who
are treating all those who are ill and scared, for the
teachers who are giving their all to reach out to their
students, for parents and grandparents who are
trying to do homeschooling along with their jobs, for
the students who are uncertain of how this is all
going to pan out. For those who are secluded
during this epidemic and feeling lonely and in need
of human companionship.

I’ve stated previously gratitude to the “mask-makers” of
Grace UMC. I’ll let others express that sentiment:
A Big shout out of Thanks to Grace Methodist Church. For
providing face masks for Spencer Fire personnel. This is a
very appreciated gift. Your act of kindness will help us
serve others. Thank you Pastor Paul and your Grace team
for the help.
~Chief John Conyn, Spencer FD
“To those who have made face masks [for the workers at
Fareway pf]– thank you so much for the compassion you’ve
shown by making them. … One day a young mother asked
where I got my mask. So out of the same love and
compassion you have shown, I “paid it forward” and gave
her 2 masks, for she and her husband. She thanked me
over and over and even put it on Facebook how much she
appreciated receiving them! Your handiwork is loved more
than you know!”
~Lois Whalen
Lois also included a note,
expressing what I hope each and
every one of us experienced: All the
many ways this pandemic has brought people together is
AMAZING! God doesn’t take ‘time off,’ huh??

MAY/JUNE UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONAL
The Upper Room devotionals for May/June are
here. We would love to get them out so you can
use them and will deliver them to anyone in
Spencer. We will be delivering them the week of April 27,
please call the office at 262-5970 by Monday, April 27, if
you would like an Upper Room delivered. You may also
stop by the church to pick up a devotional during office
hours. The Upper Rooms are located on the table outside
the office.

CREATIVITY AS A SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
This quote by Julia Cameron caught my attention: “Creativity is God’s gift to us. Using our
creativity is our gift back to God”. During this season, while some people have discretionary
time and are “staying at home”, you are invited to consider how expressing yourself creatively is a
spiritual practice. No, it doesn’t take the place of prayer and reading your Bible, but music,
dancing, writing, singing, painting, poetry, quilting, drawing, playing instruments, crocheting, coloring, photography,
woodworking, sewing, being in nature are all common ways to express our creativity and connect spiritually.
Grace UMC received many positive comments about the Lenten devotional and John 20 Easter reading posted online.
One reason people enjoyed them so much is that they enjoyed the opportunity to learn about others and connect
spiritually. In this season of “physical distancing”, we encourage you to connect with one another by taking
time to share what you are doing. The success of these activities depends on your participation. Join in the FUN!
Take a PICTURE(S) OF YOURSELF while expressing yourself creatively and doing what you love to do (i.e. quilting,
woodworking, coloring, making masks). Also, take pictures of what you are working on. Send photos to
office@spencergumc.com by MAY 4. If you have any scripture or inspirational quotes that are meaningful to you,
please include those as well. Our plan is to make a video for social media and share inspirational messages with your
pictures. This may also be shared when we are able to gather again.

GRACE REFLECTIONS & STORYTELLING
Take time to reflect on this season of your life and share a story about what you’ve observed and learned,
where you’ve seen God at work in your life and in the world around you, and/or lessons learned or words
of hope you’d share with others. Feel free to include scripture that
has been meaningful to you or what your prayer might be based on
your reflections. Submit up to 300 words per story to the church
office or email office@spencergumc.com by MAY 11. You are
welcome to share more than one story!! We will share (online,
newsletter, etc.) these reflections of hope, perseverance, and
encouragement with others in the upcoming weeks and months.
Depending on interest, we may also put together a booklet of reflections
for this season of our lives.

CHILDREN STORY TIME
During this season, Grace will have a
story time for children on the Spencer
Grace Facebook page and website
twice a week. Someone will read a
favorite children’s book and it will be
posted on Tuesdays at Noon and
Thursdays at Noon. If you would like to
read a story, contact the church office.

Worship Messages will be available
online by 1:00 PM on Fridays.
YouTube Channel:
Spencer-Grace Church
Our Webpage:
www.spencergumc.com/sermonsand-bulletins.php#videos
GUMINFO & PRAYERS
If you are not getting the Grace
Updates through email and would
like them please email the church
office (office@spencergumc.com)
and we will get you added into the
system. You can unsubscribe at
any time. This listing will include
worship updates, notes from
Pastor Paul, prayers and praises.

Giving Online

If you are wanting to give
towards Grace Ministry
please use the following
link to set up your online
giving. Your support is
appreciated.
www.spencergumc.com/
give.php

We thought it’d be fun to offer a socialdistancing game of BINGO on
Wednesday, May 6, at 4:00 PM. If you are
interested, call the church office at 262-5970
or email the office@spencergumc.com by
April 30, to have BINGO sheets sent to you.
For those interested, we will send an
invitation to a ZOOM link which will give you
access via the internet to the game. You can
use your computer to click on the link or call
in using your phone to play the game.

Do you have a high
school or college
graduate in the family?

Let the church know
so we can pray for and
celebrate with you!!

WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL
Needing words of encouragement or
spiritual pick-me-up? On Mondays,
starting April 20, we will be
recording an inspirational, weekly
devotional. You can access the
message by simply calling the
office (at 262-5970) weekdays after
6:00 PM and weekends to listen to a message. When you
call during these times, you will get the answering
machine. As soon as the answering machine message
starts, enter 10. The phone will ring another 3 times
and then you will hear the recorded devotional. We may
also record devotionals for Facebook but are looking
for volunteers. Contact Jane in the office if
interested.

REOPENING...

Interesting, isn’t it, that
“reopening” has fallen to be
an economic issue? We are
so used to making money so
-as to do what we wish that a
“return to our pre-virus
condition” means earning
money. Well, I understand
that, but it’s also a return to
an even better pre-virus life,
including but way beyond
making money!
The guidelines for “Phasing
in” call for 2 weeks of
declining new cases in the
state for phase 1.

In Phase 1: there are not a
lot of changes from how we
now live, but there will be
some relaxation allowing for
some elective or nonemergent medical/surgical
care.
Phase 2: allows for
gatherings of 50 or less in
number and will not kick in
until an additional 2 weeks of
declining new cases.
 Nonessential travel can
resume.
 Bars could operate with
"diminished standing-room

occupancy."
 Vulnerable people would
still be encouraged to stay
home.
 All people should
maximize physical distancing
in public.
 Continue to encourage
telework.
 Gyms and bars can
remain open.
 Visits to nursing homes
and hospitals are still
prohibited.
 Movie theaters, sporting
venues and churches can
operate under moderate
physical distancing.
Elective surgeries can
resume on an outpatient and
in-patient basis.

worship will resume! And
when we do, it’s possible we
might be required to have
two or more services so the
group is not “too large” or
“too close.” Whenever that
time comes, we will need to
be aware of s p a c e
between p e o p l e. We are
fortunate to have a LARGE
space for worship, as it will
allow s p a c e between
groups of people who live
together.
Meanwhile, we will continue
the practice of having the
doors of the church open
Sunday mornings from 9 to
11 AM for individuals and
small groups to come in and
have some time in the
sanctuary. If you choose to
Phase 3: requires another 2
do that, keep your s p a c e!
weeks of declining new
Also, be aware that if you do
cases and would be allowed
not have access to the
for areas showing “no
services provided on
evidence of a resurgence.” It
internet, I hook up a
lifts most restrictions.
computer to the TV in the
“Vulnerable people may
narthex and you can watch it
return to social settings while
there. The screen is large
practicing physical distancing
enough to allow much s p a c
and visits to nursing homes
e between p e o p l e but
and hospitals can resume.”
still comfortably
No, there is no way to predict
view the screen.
when Sunday gatherings for

FOUNDATION APPLICATIONS
The Foundation
application deadline has
been moved back to, at
the earliest, May 11th.
However, having an empty
building has been a
blessing as the “special
needs restroom” has been
created. Therefore, the
Disbursement Committee
and the Ad Council fasttracked one of the
Trustee’s applications so
the project of installing new
windows in the ground
floor of the 1958 building
can begin with an empty
building. The company will
be here next week to
remove the old windows,
install new frames, then
board up the window
openings for about two
weeks until frame-fitting
glass can be installed. It
will look like we’re “out of
business,” but we really
won’t be.

FINANCIAL CONDITION OF GRACE UMC
Yes, I have been asked about our financial situation. Let me say, right off, that I am SO amazed and pleased at the
response of so many of you. The majority of our expenses are “fixed costs.” There are, however, a few areas in which we
experience reduces expenses, but, honestly? They are not significant.
I don’t know how Grace UMC will weather this unusual time, but we will strive to be faithful, in mission and ministry; and
I know that God will provide what is needed to keep us on that track. So far, just a few Sundays into this very tough time,
your generosity allows Grace UMC to live, give and minister faithfully and generously with, for and to our community and
the hurting world. Thank you.
If you are experiencing the pain of reduced or even absent income, please, as you consider possible sources of
assistance, consider your church! We will seek to help you – yes, beyond prayers! Contact me.
The Administrative Council decided at their meeting April 6 to apply for one of the Payroll Protection Plan loans made
possible in the CARES Act. That would provide an assist, but does not replace the joy we can each experience as we open
our hands, heart and head to neighbors and your church.
I have provided some questions below to lend direction to your ponderings. As you think and meditate on these
questions, it will be helpful to have the Grace UMC Mission Statement:
Grace UMC shall welcome all persons to know, grow in, serve and share Jesus Christ.
Questions to consider:
 How shall Grace UMC respond to overwhelming challenges?
 What does it mean to be a trustworthy institution in the midst of a difficult situation?
 What difference do faith, hope and love make as we address the current events?
 What are the human, spiritual and financial assets of Grace UMC?
 How shall these assets be deployed toward the mission of Grace UMC?
Pastor Paul
Many of us are beginning to receive relief checks (or direct deposits) from the Federal Government as a part of the
Covid Relief Bill passed on March 27, (the CARES Act). One provision of the CARES Act allows an individual to make a
cash contribution up to $300 and deduct the contribution “above the line” when computing adjusted gross income on next
year’s tax filing. This means that taxpayers can claim an additional deduction for charitable giving over and above the
standard deduction most tax filers claim. This giving can occur at any time during this calendar year.
We encourage you to continue – or use this unusual IRS check to you to begin - regular giving habits in this time when
offering plates are not available. Grace UMC leadership is grateful for the many of you who have remained constant. Your
faithfulness in that area of your spiritual life has allowed ministry to continue.

Church Planters
The church has planters around
the building that give it some real
color and life during the summer.
The past two years marvellous
“gardeners” have adopted a
planter or two and it’s been
beautiful! “Adopt A
Planter” is now
open. The office
has a map of
locations and will
put your name on
the planter you
adopt. Call the
church to reserve a
spot! Speak up quick!
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