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Discipleship

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH FOUNDATION FUNDS

The annual report of the Grace United Methodist Foundation was Monday, February 24. March will be
the time for groups to prepare proposals for Foundation Funds. Application forms will be available starting March 11. There are
four designated categories for which funds may be requested:
A. Global and Local Missions
B. Capital Improvements
C. Outreach and Emerging Ministries
D. Educational Opportunities
Proposals may come from groups, committees or individuals. A change for this year is if a proposal is within the
responsibilities of a ministry work area but it does not originate from that work area, the person/s originating the request are
asked to take it to the appropriate ministry area for consideration. This process will help to align requests with the mission of
the church and coordinate requests prior to coming to the Foundation Disbursement Committee. That group had duplication of
requests last year. That should never be the case.
A reminder: YOU can add to the corpus of the Grace UMC Foundation!! You can avoid some capital gains exposure by
strategic donation. Talk to your financial planner; or contact a member of the Foundation Board.
Here’s the schedule for Applications for Foundation funds this year:
March 2:
Applications available on the church website
April 12:
Applications due in office
April 13-19: Dates for review of applications by the Disbursement Committee
April 27:
(6:30 PM) Ad Council – consideration of Disbursement Team’s recommendations
by May 7: Written notification of Ad Council’s decision to applicants
May 11:
Foundation money available for approved projects

GRACE LENT DEVOTIONAL

THANK YOU to all who took time to write a devotional for
the Grace Lenten booklet. We had 39 different people
take on the challenge of writing a devotional. It’s exciting
to have so many sharing stories of the ways God has
been at work in their lives!
Copies of the devotional booklet
are available in the Narthex for you
to use during Lent. What a great
way to share our spiritual journey
about others!

LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
SAVE THE DATE!
The Church of the Resurrection
Leadership Institute 2020 in
Leawood, Kansas will be held
September 23 – 25. Grace will be
taking a group of leaders or
potential leaders for 3 days of
inspiration, practical ministry tools and
proven strategies to strengthen our
church.

CATCH THE SPIRIT

Broadcast on KICD:
Sundays @ 9:07 AM

SMU AIRING

of Previous Sunday
Worship:
Wed. @ 7:00 PM
Thurs. @ 10:00 AM

DEATH UPDATES:

Discipleship
Membership Report:

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Full Members Dec. 31

727

710

681

682

676

Members Received

13

7

35

22

14

Members Removed

30

34

34

28

28

Ave. worship attendance

175

179

196

215

215

Baptisms

4

1

4

2

8

Deaths (members)

21

14

22

15

16

Weddings

2

5

3

5

4

S.S. average attendance

37

42

94

46

47

WEBINAR SERIES: DEMENTIA & THE CHURCH
The United Methodist Discipleship Ministries and Committee on
Older Adult Ministry is producing a webinar series to explore
issues around dementia, caregivers and the church. If you are
interested in attending any of the remaining 2 sessions, you are
welcome. Just come to the Fireside Room shortly before Noon.
Questions? Contact Jane Moen or Pastor Paul.

Michelle Barclay, March 12, Noon – 1:15 PM
Five things you need to know to be a good visitor with
someone who has dementia.
Peggy Bargmann, April 22, Noon – 1:15 PM
Five things you need to know to minister to individuals with
early dementia.

WANTED:
WALK TO EMMAUS will be here July 9-12, and July 16-19. One
of their requests is a person who could be available as needed
with whom to consult on matters related to the facilities. That
person would NOT have to be in-house all the time, but the
afternoons of the 9th and 16th would be pretty important as they
move in; and Sundays, too. On the 12th they will “store” items that
need to be removed; and on the 19th they will move out and
return the building and room furnishings to the same form as they
were before moving in. If willing or even curious, contact Pastor
Paul.








Dorothy Hinton, died December
2, 2019 22:17
Proverbs
Ruth Ness, died December 29, 2019
Son: Curt [Rose] Ness “A merry heart does
good
like
medicine”
Grandchildren: John [Katy]
Ness,
Kinser
Ness
Betty Rhode, died January 25, 2020
Alvin Schnider, died January 29, 2020
Son: Todd; sisters include Carol [Roger] Steely
James “Jim” Huston, died February 14, 2020
Siblings include Gene [Mary] Huston;
Ruby [Terry] Peterson;
Linda [Keith] Bress
Niece: Ashley Bress

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:


Layla Gene Nelson, baptized on February 16, 2020
Infant daughter of Colby & Emma (Woolery) Nelson

RECOGNITION OF MEMBERSHIP:


Colby Allan Ray Nelson, Transferred membership from
Trinity Lutheran, Cherokee
Family’s address: 1730 340th St. Everly 51338

WITHDRAW MEMBERSHIP:


Peter & Julie Krull

COMMITMENT CEREMONY:


Carolyn (Gustin) Erickson & Doug Laumback
December 24, 2019
Address: PO Box 46 Larrabee, IA 51029

Walk

Locations

Dates for 2020

Men’s

Spencer

July 9 – July 12

Women’s

Spencer

July 16 – July 19

IOWA WALK TO EMMAUS: A COMMUNITY FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT OF CHRISTIAN LEADERS
To register, go to http://www.iowawalktoemmaus.org/
The purpose of Walk to Emmaus is to develop leaders for the
church. Emmaus will inspire, challenge, and equip
participants for Christian action in their homes, churches, and
places of work. Emmaus lifts up a way for our grace-filled
lives to be lived and shared with others. NOTE: This is not
literally a “walk” but is named for the “walk” detailed in Luke
24:13-35. Persons with limited mobility will still enjoy and
benefit tremendously from this experience! Talk to Pastor
Paul or any other Walk to Emmaus vet.

Discipleship
UNITED METHODIST MEN

Methodist Men will hold their meeting on
Saturday, March 21, at 8 AM in the
Wesley room. A delicious hot breakfast
will be served.
The program will be presented by Tim
Wittmaack who is the treasurer and a
member of the Board of Directors for Go
Serv Global. This is an organization that
is involved with all types of Mission
Projects in many countries any where in
the world. They specialize in providing
housing using a product called SAFE T
HOME. They had one of these homes on
display at the Clay Country Fair. One
more thing that is special about this
organization is that is located in Eagle
Grove, Iowa which is about 100 miles fro
Spencer.
All men and women are invited to attend
this meeting. You will enjoy an amazing
program along with good food and
Christian fellowship.
Lou Reed

By this My Father is glorified, that you
bear much fruit; so you will be My
disciples.
~John 15:8

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Sandy Heerdt

As the year progresses, daylight is gradually getting longer and I like that –
which brings me to our March scripture: Matthew 5:16: In the same way, let your
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father in heaven. Let’s remember to let our light shine brighter and longer
each day!
Speaking of good works from the scripture above, I am excited to report some
financial news this month. Our Northwest District of Iowa United Methodist
Women consists of 56 active local units. Together, these 56 units contributed
$80,322.55 to missions in 2019. On top of that, our Conference (state) UMW
Leadership met in Des Moines recently and voted to give the following: $20,000
to Shesler Hall; $20,000 to Bidwell Riverside; $20,000 to Hawthorne Hill;
$5,000 to Okoboji Methodist Camp; and $5,000 to Wesley Woods Methodist
Camp. These monies came from investments from farm property which was
bequeathed to our Conference UMW (similar to our GUMC Foundation monies).
What a great investment in the people of Iowa, serving young people, families,
the economically disadvantaged, and the marginalized. United Methodist Women
are helping to shine the love and light of Christ upon others in need.
During the months of January to March, our UMW collects a special
contribution: “Call to Prayer and Self-Denial” which goes to support the work of
National Mission Institutions (Iowa has three: Shesler Hall, Bidwell-Riverside,
and Hawthorne Hill), International Partners, and Regional Missionaries. “These
programs offer educational and economic development opportunities to
underserved and marginalized women, children and youth. Projects will
include child development and afterschool programs; GED and ESL
programs; job readiness, life skills and livelihood training; scholarships
and microenterprise projects.” The United Methodist Women have eight
Regional Missionaries whose work is made possible by our sacrificial gifts.
These Regional Missionaries are: Catherine Akale serving in Mozambique,
Nigeria, South Africa and Angola; Emma Cantor serving in Asia and the
Pacific; Hikari Chang serving in Japan; Grace Musuka serving in Central
Africa; Finda Quiwa serving in sub-Saharan Africa; Serna Samuel serving in
the Caribbean; Elmira Sellu serving in East and West Africa; and Andrea Reily
Rocha Soares serving in Latin America. Through our prayers and self-denial,
we are making a difference in the world.
We do not have a general UMW meeting in March, but instead host fellowship
time at Northshire/Longhouse Care Center each Friday from 2:30 pm to 3 pm.
Our next general UMW meeting will be Thursday, April 2 in the BenTena
Room (Prayer Shawl ministry is at 10 AM; Business Meeting at 10:30 AM) Cyndi
O’Hara will present the program “Mass Incarceration” and lunch will follow,
provided by Esther Circle.
** United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose
purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons
through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to
expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries
of the church.

Discipleship
LENT MEAL & WORSHIP
Ecumenical Lent Worship and Lunch will be hosted this
year at Hope Church, just north of HyVee. Serving of
the meal begins at 11:30 AM and proceeds through
12:15 PM. From 12:20 PM to 12:50 PM various
churches of the community will take turns offering a time
of worship – including song, prayer and scriptural-based
thoughts.
Grace UMC with Langdon UMC is serving March 11.
That means as well that we provide salads and desserts
to go with the soup, prepared by the host church. That’s
also the day Grace UMC will team with the Way
Station’s Beth Preston to provide leadership for the time
of worship.

DIFFERENCE MAKER RECOGNITION
The Adult Discipleship Team recognizes Difference Makers from
Grace UMC each month. Simply pick up a nomination card from
the Narthex or church office and tell us how individuals at Grace
UMC have made an impact or changed a life by welcoming all to
know, grow, serve & share Jesus Christ. Nominees will be
recognized in the newsletter once each year. All previous
nominees are posted in the office window. Nominator’s name must
be included on the nomination to be posted. Nominate someone
by March 15 for recognition in April! EVERYONE can be a
Difference Maker!
Congratulations to our March nominees! They are the: Grace
Praise Band which includes Sean Pulatie, Craig Cadman, Dave
Kimbell, Roger Ingledue and Dennis Spooner! This group
plays before and after worship and gets the congregation clapping
and moving back & forth and has been a wonderful addition to the
worship service. Let “the band play on”… Thank you for making a
difference at Grace!

Redemption: A Passion Mime is a

group from Waverly, IA.
They will be performing an artistic retelling of
the Gospel through music, movement and
emotions at Grace United Methodist Church on
Sunday, March 29, at 7:00 PM doors will open
at 6:30 PM
Invite your family, friends, and neighbors! All
are welcome to this FREE event!

Laity Day with the Bishop
WHEN: Saturday, April 4, 2020
WHERE: 1ST UMC OF AMES

Deepen your walk with Christ as we explore the five essential
practices of worship and prayer, study, serving, giving and sharing
your faith.
It’s not too late to be a part of a six-week Lent Study group. Here’s
when the sessions are offered:
Sundays at 10:45 AM; starts March 1
Tuesdays at 5:30 PM; starts March 3
Wednesdays at 1:30 PM; starts March 4
Wednesdays at 4:15 PM; starts March 4
OR... Start a group at a time that works for you!





Sign up for a book in the Narthex. Pick up a book the week of
February 23. Classes start the week of March 1st. Read the 1st
chapter before the first class. The books cost $15.00.
Scholarships are available. If you have questions, please contact
Pastor Paul or Jane Moen. All are welcome!

Note from Pastor

Proverbs 22:17

I just read that 42% of people having a chronic health ailment find it helpful and encouraging
to speakheart
with does
“A merry
someone else who is also living and dealing with that same diagnosis. It’s not a ‘misery-loves-company’
sort
of
good like medicine”
relationship. But it helps knowing that you’re not alone, you’re not the first, and you’re not the only.
Perhaps long, long ago, when the writer of the letter of Hebrews was sorting out those habits and practices that
had helped him [it was, in those days, likely a man] grow spiritually closer to the will and ways of Jesus, he had
experienced the truth of that sentence. Only for him, it was not due to a diagnosis; but a desire to have life and have it
abundantly in Jesus. So that author reminds us:
“let us consider each other carefully
for the purpose of sparking love and good deeds.
Don’t stop meeting together with other believers,
which some people have gotten into the habit of doing.
Instead, encourage each other,
especially as you see the day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:24 & 25)
We do, in fact, need one another just as logs on a fire need each other to keep the blaze going. That was the
genius of John Wesley as he mandated that believers get together regularly, that is, weekly, in “classes” [small group].
In that small group setting individuals were challenged and encouraged to “continue to evidence their desire of
salvation.”(2016 Book of Discipline of the UMC, hereafter BOD; p. 78) Not wanting to leave anything to chance, Wesley
then wrote out precisely what practices those small groups were expected to attend. We now know them as the Three
Rules: 1. By doing no harm; 2. By doing good; 3. By attending upon all the ordinances of God. (BOD pp. 78 & 79)
That third expectation is the one on which we are focusing this season of Lent as we use The Walk by Pastor
Adam Hamilton for worship and small group themes. The “ordinances of God” are today referred to as spiritual
disciplines. Hamilton titles them worship & prayer, study, serve, give and share. It strikes me how closely those
“ordinances” align with Grace UMC Mission Statement:
“The mission of Grace UMC is to welcome all to know, grow in, serve & share Jesus Christ.”
You will benefit most by participation in one of the many opportunities for small group experience. By the time you
read this most groups have probably had their first session, but don’t let that stop you!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Much is written about “Obstacles to Change.” Humans like things to stay the same. Why, Jesus experienced that.
He was about change. That’s one way to understand his crucifixion!
In fact, the people of Jesus’ day show how anxiety grows as people are faced with change. As that anxiety grows,
it becomes an obstacle to the new thing God is seeking to do. Faced with that change, it’s natural for people to…
… become reactive
… herd together for safety
… blame others
… seek quick fixes
… sabotage leaders.
(Ed Friedman, Failure of Nerve)
Each of those items is detrimental to moving forward and can lead to a church getting “stuck” in what has
always been.
One of the primary reasons churches get stuck
is they begin to focus more on the people who are already Christ followers inside the church
than people outside of the church who do not yet have a relationship with Jesus.
I am encouraged that we have leadership willing to look prayerfully beyond the walls of Grace UMC to see
those who do not yet have a relationship with Jesus. You can, too!

Worship
March 1: (1st Sunday of Lent) Holy Communion celebrated Worship
Bible- Psalm 100
Music Sean Pulatie, piano
March 8: (2nd Sunday of Lent) “Bible Study”
Bible- Psalm 119:97, 103-105
Music Sean Pulatie – piano; Chancel Choir
Wednesday, March 11: 11:30 AM Lent Lunch & Worship at Hope Reformed
5:30 PM Pit Stop Meal
6:06 PM Worship
March 15: (3rd Sunday of Lent) “Serve”
Bible- Joshua 24:15; Matthew 20:26, 28; Ephesians 2:10
Music
Tom Fuchsen - organ
Wednesday, March 18: 11:30 AM Lent Lunch & Worship at Hope Reformed
5:30 PM Pit Stop Meal
6:06 PM Worship
March 22:
(4th Sunday of Lent) “Give”
Bible Matthew 6:19, 20; Luke 6:38; Acts 2o:35
Music Chancel Choir; Sean Pulatie on piano
Wednesday, March 25: 11:30 AM Lent Lunch & Worship at Hope Reformed
5:30 PM Pit Stop Meal
6:06 PM Worship
March 29:
(5th Sunday of Lent) “Share”
Bible Matthew 4:18-20; Matthew 5:14-16; 2 Corinthians 5:20
Music
And looking ahead to the rest of Lent…
April 5:
(“Palm Sunday”)
Bible- Jesus’ statements from the cross
Music Sean Pulatie on piano;
April 12:
EASTER SUNDAY!!
7:00 AM Little Sioux Riverfront;
8:00 AM Breakfast in Fellowship Hall
9:30 AM Worship in Sanctuary
Bible- John’s version
Music Sean Pulatie on piano; Bell and Chancel Choirs

CONNECTION CENTER
The volunteers at the Connection Point
can be your guides whether you are
ready to learn, to serve or in need of
support. Generally, someone will be
available to assist you 20 minutes before
or after worship services Sunday
morning. Please help direct guests to
the Connection Center for assistance
and to pick up a gift we have for
guests. The Connection Point team is
eager to help you and have timely
program and service listings to help
everyone get connected or questions
answered.

NAME TAGS

If you’d like to order a magnetic name
tag, please sign up at the Connection
Center by Sunday, March 15. We
place an order once a month. There is
no cost for the name tags. We purchase
these name tags with foundation funds.
Please wear your name tags each week.
It will help everyone to get to know each
other.

Happy moments,

Praise God.
Difficult moments,

Seek God.
Quiet moments,

Worship God.
Painful moments,

Trust God.
Every moments,

Thank God.

YOUth (6th – 12th) – MARCH ACTIVITIES

Children/Youth Ministry
R. U. GRADUATING???

High School and College graduates are invited to inform
Grace UMC of your intentions to graduate.
STUDENTS: If you plan to be in a post-high school academic
setting in the 2019-2020 school year, remember that
applications for the Blabaum Scholarship are due April 12.
Forms detailing that procedure are on the literature rack in the
narthex; or contact office@spencergumc.com to request that
information.
ALSO consider applying for an Elsie M. Stouffer Memorial
Trust Scholarship
The deadline for these Scholarship and Grant Applications
is March 9!!.

Proverbs 22:17

MOVIE NIGHT – I STILL BELIEVE
“ATBD
merry
Tuesday, March 24,
(6:20 heart
pm?) does
good like medicine”
Meet at the Southpark Mall fountain
Youth funds will cover the cost of the movie.
Bring money if you’d like concessions.
You are welcome to bring a friend!

PIT STOP MEAL
Wednesday, April 1, 4:30-7:00 pm in the BenTena Room
Youth are preparing, serving & cleaning up after the Pit Stop
meal

EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA – YOUTH & CHILDREN

FAMILY FEST – MARCH 7

Grace will have a booth at Family Fest on Saturday, March 7
from 9:00-2:00 pm. Volunteers will set up on Friday, March 6
at 4:30 p.m. SIGN UP in the Narthex to help with set up on
Friday or pass out prizes and work the booth an hour or two
on Saturday. Contact Sheryl Larson if you have questions.

Saturday, April 4, 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM
Youth will be doing the Easter egg hunt.
Other volunteers are needed to host one of the games/
activities (i.e. bouncy house, crafts, etc.). Sign up available
in the Narthex by mid-March.
 We’ll have LUNCH and all sorts of GAMES & ACTIVITIES
for kids and families.
 More details will be in the April newsletter.



ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME
2020 IOWA UNITED METHODIST CAMPS

Camp is often one of the most formative experiences in a person’s spiritual journey. Generations of campers have made new
friends, learned new skills, developed self-confidence, and grown in their faith while at camp. Have your kids had that
experience? The Iowa United Methodist Camp catalog is available for the summer of 2020. Scholarships are available. To
register, visit wwwiaumc.org/camps or pick up a form in the church office. Questions? Call 1-800-765-1651 and/or contact
Pastor Paul to learn more or ask about scholarships.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - JULY 6-8

Climb aboard for mountains of fun at this year’s VBS – Rocky Railway! On
this faith-filled adventure, kids (ages 3 to grade 5) will discover that trusting
Jesus pulls them through life’s ups and down. Registration forms will be
available soon. VBS will be held Monday – Wednesday from 9:00 AM –
12:30 PM. Put these dates on
your calendar! Helpers also
needed to help during the week
& with decorations! Interested?
Contact Sheryl Larson, Lisa
Elliott or the church office.

Missions

CHANGE THE WORLD
The Change the World offering in February for
Hope Haven was $132.32. Thank you!

UNITED METHODIST CAMPS KINDLING CLUB OR ONE-TIME GIFT
United Methodist Camps are at an important time in Iowa. Many Iowa
United Methodist Camp alumni say that camp helped shape and change
their lives and faith. Unfortunately, the camps anticipate losing their
funding through the Conference via apportionment funds, so the camps
are beginning to campaign to raise funds to support Iowa United Methodist
Camps.
You can support Iowa United Methodist Camps through the Kindling
Club and give a small amount on a sustainable monthly basis OR give a
one-time gift to support the Iowa camps. This will help Okoboji and
Wesley Woods reach new heights as they work to decrease their
apportionment footprint. To learn more, pick up a Kindling Club
brochure in the Narthex. Please consider giving back by helping
children and youth and supporting the ministry of the Iowa United
Methodist Camps! If you have questions, contact Keith Bress or Pastor
Paul.

JUMP START DONATIONS

Here’s the list of food needed for the March and April Jump Start meal
bags for Head Start children.
MARCH
APRIL
Donations needed March 10
Donations needed April 10
Pizza crust mix
Pancake Mix – Add Water – 32 oz.
Pizza sauce
Pancake syrup – 24 oz.
Pepperoni (3.2 oz)
Canned peaches
Parmesan cheese (3 oz or less)
Peanut butter
Corn
Jelly
Applesauce – plastic jars
Snack Pack pudding cups
Fruit Snacks
Pack bags – April 22
Cereal
Deliver bags – April 22
Pack bags – March 18 at 4:45 pm in B38
Deliver bags – March 19 at 3:30 pm
The board next to the donation cart is up-to-date and shows what foods
are currently needed. Watch the sales! That makes a difference in how
far your dollars will go. Thank you for supporting Head Start kids and
their families!

In March, Change the World funds will support
Solar Oven Partners. Solar Oven Partners
provides solar ovens and teaches impoverished
families the blessings of solar cooking, baking
and water pasteurization. One solar oven
package costs $150. One oven and one family at
a time!

HUMAN RELATIONS DAY
Grace UMC contributes to the Human Relations
Day offering through the Easter Pool offering.
You will receive the Easter Pool offering envelope
in the April newsletter. Throughout the year, the
Missions team will include information about the
groups that benefit from the Easter Pool offering
in the newsletter.
Gifts to Human Relations Day offering supports
neighborhood ministries through Community
Developers, community advocacy in the United
States and Puerto Rico through United Methodist
Voluntary Services, and work with at-risk youth
thorough the Youth Offender Rehabilitation
Program.

MISSION SUNDAY
WOW! & THANK YOU! We celebrated Grace’s
involvement in Missions on Missions Sunday,
February 9 with a Mission Auction and Meal. The
Missions team appreciated the tremendous
support we received for this day. THANK YOU to
all who provided donations for the auction! We
had a nice variety and a total of 82 items on the
auction! THANKS to all who participated in the
Missions meal, the auction, and the Missions Fun
Survey! Our goals were to celebrate YOUR
support of mission projects, increase awareness
of what mission projects Grace supports AND
raise some funds for missions. We raised $3,232
through the auction and meal. THANK YOU for
your generosity!

Life @ Grace
GUM ANGELS RUMMAGE SALE
We will be having the annual GUM Angels Relay
For Life rummage sale in April. During
this cold, snowy winter weather you
may be doing some closet, cupboard,
or basement cleaning. Please save
your "gently used" items for
the rummage sale. You donations will
be greatly appreciated!! More details
coming soon.

NEW GRACE COFFEE CUPS
If you would like to buy one of
the new Grace coffee cups, you
can purchase them at the
Connection Center for $6 each.
The Connection Center has a
sample if you’d like to look at them.

PICKLEBALL
We have a pickleball court set up in the Fellowship
Hall. Anyone affiliated with Grace may check out
(and return) racquets during office hours and use
the court when the Fellowship Hall is not reserved
for other activities/events. Anyone interested in
playing pickleball will be asked to complete a
liability waiver prior to using the court and check
with your doctor to make sure pickleball is an
appropriate activity for you if in doubt.

GENEROSITY 365

Proverbs
A guy named Gordon Moyes stated, “Responsible
giving22:17
or
stewardship is not the church’s way of raising
money, but
God’sdoes
way of
“A merry
heart
raising people. . . . The church’s ministry funding
not a list of its
goodplan
likeis medicine”
expenses, but a record of its vision. It is not a list of bills to be met, but a
program of ministry to be achieved.” Moyes’ statement reminds us that
we have a tendency to compartmentalize what we do and how we live
from what we [profess to] believe.
It is fascinating that some people suggest the church (pastor!) talks
too much about money. To the extent that is true, the same could be
said of the Bible; and it would be true of Jesus, too. Over 800 times the
Bible talks about money; and 11 of Jesus’ 40 parables were about
money or possessions or used money as a way to teach spiritual, or
even eternal, truths. Reading Jesus’ statements about possessions
shows that to him, there is a human tendency to set them up as rival
‘gods’ of our own human creation. The ‘god’ money invites us to worship
is really {get ready for it} ourselves as we indulge in our own comforts
and pleasures. {Ouch!}
Living generously is a way to counter act our tendency to place
ourselves, our needs and our wants ahead of God’s intention for
humanity. God’s intention is for each of us to live in such a way that the
world is better for our having had the blessing of living. That tithe we
place in the offering plate (or write on the automatic withdrawal
statement) is really a statement of appreciation to and love of God. WE
are changed by our letting go of what we have been enculturated to think
is security, power and influence.
Do you want “security, power and influence?” Then let go and let
God! Or, as Jesus summarized, “You must love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your being, and with all your mind. This is the first
and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: You must love
your neighbor as you love yourself.” (Matthew 22:37-39)

THANK YOU...

Thank you to our Grace Church family for all the
cards, greetings and flowers we received for our
55th Wedding Anniversary.
God bless you all.
Lou & Mary Lou Reed

THANK YOU to the volunteers who so graciously give your time to help deliver the Meals on
Wheels to those needing them on behalf of Grace United Methodist Church. MARCH
VOLUNTEERS ARE: Denny & Shirley Johanson, Jim & Michaela Cullen, Gordon & Jan
Watson, Bill & Carol Lauritzen, Jane Moen and Paula Harris.
~John Rahn
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Pastor Paul Frederiksen
pastorpaul@spencergumc.com
Ministry Contacts:
Ad Council: Cyndi O’Hara
Staff Parish: Mitch McCann
Finance: Dennis Spooner
Trustee: Gary Small
Lay Leaders: John Rahn & Cyndi O’Hara
Missions: Gina Kohrs
Worship:
Children’s Ministry:
Lisa Elliott & Sheryl Larson
Discipleship Coordinator: Jane Moen
Youth: Veronica Studer
UMW: Sandy Heerdt
UMM: Brad Johnson
Stewardship: John Rahn
Missionary: Jubilee Project, TN
*Regular Scheduling

Sundays
9:30 AM Worship
10:45 AM Discipleship Growth for all ages
Wednesdays
11:30 AM Community Lent Service @ Hope
1:30 PM Lent Study
4:15 PM Lent Study
5:30 PM to 6:15 PM PITSTOP Meal
6:00 PM GriefShare Support Group
6:06 PM to 6:30 PM Worship
6:35 PM Chancel Choir Practice
7:00 PM Bell Choir Practice

March 1*Regular Scheduling
March 210:00 AM UMW Worktime
5:30 PM Mission Meeting
March 35:15 PM PALS
5:30 PM Lent Study– The Walk
5:30 PM Grace Cares
6:00 PM District Scouts
7:00 PM Troop 123
March 49:30 AM Coffee @ Grace
*Regular Scheduling
March 59:00 AM Central Iowa Testing
6:00 PM Chair Yoga
March 62:30 PM Friday Fellowship LH/NS
4:30 PM Family Fest Set-up
March 79:00 AM Family Fest– CC Event Cntr.
March 8– Daylight Savings (spring ahead)
*Regular Scheduling
March 9-

10:00 AM UMW Worktime
5:30 PM Children’s Ministry Mtg.
6:30 PM Trustee Mtg.
March 106:45 AM Bible Study
5:30 PM Lent Study– The Walk
7:00 PM Troop 123
March 118:00 AM ISU Extension Mtg.
*Regular Scheduling
March 1212:00 PM Dementia & Church Webinar
6:00 PM Chair Yoga
March 1310:00 AM Central Iowa Testing
2:30 PM Friday Fellowship LH/NS
March 15– Newsletter Deadline
8:45 AM Blood pressure checks
*Regular Scheduling
10:35 AM Blood pressure checks
March 1610:00 AM UMW Worktime
1:30 PM Central Iowa Testing
3:30 PM Sunset Program
6:00 PM ADT Mtg.
March 176:45 AM Bible Study
5:30 PM Lent Study– The Walk
7:00 PM Troop 123
March 189:30 AM Coffee @ Grace
*Regular Scheduling
4:45 PM Jump Start Bag packing
March 199:30 AM Lydia Circle
9:30 AM Ruth Circle
1:30 PM Mary Circle
3:30 PM Jump Start Bag delivery
6:00 PM Chair Yoga

March 202:30 PM Friday Fellowship LH/NS
March 218:00 AM Methodist Men Meeting
4:30 PM Thundercloud Dist. Mtg.
March 22*Regular Scheduling
March 2310:00 AM UMW Worktime
March 246:45 AM Bible Study
5:30 PM Lent Study– The Walk
7:00 PM Troop 123
March 258:00 AM Weighted Comfort for Kids
*Regular Scheduling
March 264:00 PM 4H Cupcake Wars
5:00 PM The Table Community Meal
6:00 PM Troop 123
March 2710:00 AM Central Iowa Detention Testing
2:30 PM Friday Fellowship LH/NS
March 288:30 AM Worship Meeting
March 29*Regular Scheduling
7:00 PM Redemption Mime
March 3010:00 AM UMW Worktime
March 316:45 AM Bible Study
1:30 PM Central Iowa Detention Testing
5:30 PM Lent Study– The Walk
5:30 PM GGT Mtg.
7:00 PM Troop 123

