Grace
Newsletter

“Welcoming all people to know, grow, serve and share Jesus Christ.”

Discipleship

SPECIAL EVENTS SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, 2020

2020 GOALS
to help us accomplish what God is asking of us:

LEADER COMMISSIONING @ 9:30 AM will be part of
worship that morning.

KNOW
(Church Conference 10/27/19)
1. Be intentional to reach out to neighbors & strangers.
2. Nurture the relationship with Head Start, seeking & making
relational settings.
3. Be intentional inviting and welcoming the community to
events.

ALL-CHURCH POTLUCK @ 11:45 AM
Lay Leadership and Development Team is providing
loosemeat sandwiches, beverages and we’ll use church
tableware. Bring something to share with everyone as we
gather for a “winter picnic” after Sunday School.
LEADER ORIENTATION @ 12:30 – 2:00 PM
This leadership event is intended for every person
listed on the enclosed 2020 Leader list but is open to
everyone. Regardless of your setting of being a “leader,”
we intend this annual training to be helpful, to provide you
tools to have a greater impact in your setting/s.
THANK YOU to all those who have accepted the
opportunities of leadership of Grace UMC ministries. AND
another big THANK YOU goes as well to family members
who have consented to giving up time with a family member
so they could provide that leadership. “We’re all in this
together.” May our big and small acts of service and
sacrifice give glory to God.
If you’re not a “Leader” this year, you are invited to help
with the dishes and clean-up. It’s always a rousing time in
the kitchen after such events. Additionally, you might
consider participation in GAMES in the Fellowship Hall.
We’ll have bags set up; also ladder ball; and washers.

GROW
1. Continue to emphasize small groups, adding GIGs for those
'outside.'
2. Continue increasing participation in Continuing Education for
Lay Persons.
3. Plan, offer and promote Spiritual Growth opportunities for all
ages.
4. Grow from 49% to 65% of member families providing
financial support to the Ministry Funding Plan.
SERVE
1. Expect & increase participation in hands-on Mission projects
near and far.
2. Be in Ministry with families.
SHARE
1. Nurture the relationship with Lake Okoboji UM Camp,
starting with "Kindling Club" memberships.
2. Go deeper with Shesler Hall.
3. Offer Journey to Bethlehem in December of 2020.

Discipleship
Applying Bible Principles
If you read annual reports from publicly held companies
or banks, you will frequently see the word “fiduciary.”
Fiduciary is used as an adjective to describe something
which is held in trust. It is also used as a noun to describe
the one who is a trustee who must account for that which
is held in trust.
You may never have considered yourself a fiduciary,
and you may never have acted officially in a fiduciary
capacity, but in reality, you are a fiduciary. All of us are.
That applies both to Christians and to those who are not
part of God’s family through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
We who are Christians will stand before the Judgment
Seat of Christ. We will give an account of how we have
used what God has entrusted to us.
Just as a bank president must account to stockholders
and depositors on how their funds are used, we must
account to Christ for how we have used what God has
entrusted to us. Since everything we have rightfully
belongs to Him, we will need to report on how we have
managed God’s assets!
As you consider how you have used what God has
entrusted to your care and keeping the past year, what
kind of job have you done? And more importantly, as a
“fiduciary” of what God has placed in your hands, will you
stand before Him with joy, eager to report on your
management of God’s assets?

More information at: http://www.iowawalktoemmaus.org/
Walk

Locations in IA

Dates for 2020

Winter – Men’s

West Des Moines

Feb 6- Feb 9

Winter – Women’s

West Des Moines

Feb 13- Feb 16

Summer – Men’s

Spencer

July 9 – July 12

Summer – Women’s

Spencer

July 16 – July 19

2020 RESOLUTION – GROW CLOSER TO GOD
What are your New Year’s resolutions for 2020? Often
resolutions focus on weight loss, eating healthier, etc.
Have you considered what you will do to grow spiritually?
Last year, the Adult Discipleship team asked you to use the
Upper Room as a resource and incorporate prayer and the
reading of scripture into your daily routines to grow closer
to God. That’s always an option – The Upper Room
devotionals for January/February are available in the
Narthex. Small groups (GIGs) are another way develop
relationships with others and grow spiritually. Check out
this newsletter for the small groups starting in January and
jump in!

SMALL GROUP OPTIONS

LIVE IN GRACE – WALK IN LOVE
Starting January 5th, a GIG, for adults & youth, using
the new devotional book, LIVE IN GRACE – WALK IN
LOVE, by Bob Goff, will meet Sundays at 10:45 AM in
the Chapel. Live in Grace, Walk in Love will take the
group through a calendar year of meditations on how to
step out in love and confidence in all aspects of life. The
group will listen to the author read his own work followed by
discussion on to apply his ideas/lessons to our own lives.
The leader for this group is Dorothy De Groot. Contact
Dorothy if you have any questions.
EXPLORING THE BIBLE:
INTRODUCING THE OLD TESTAMENT
Pastor Paul is offering two sessions of Exploring the Bible:
Introducing the Old Testament. The Wednesday evening
class starts January 8, at 7:30 PM. The Sunday
morning class starts January 12, at 10:45 AM. Both
classes will be held in Room 229. Come get a better
understanding of the Old Testament in the context of the
world in which it was written. Questions? Talk to Pastor
Paul.

WIRED WORD
Each week registered participants receive a lesson that
links a current news story to Bible Study and spirituality.
Material includes questions to encourage thoughtprovoking, stimulating group discussion. The Wired Word
meets Sundays at 10:45 AM in the Fireside Room. The
leader for this group is John Rahn.
UNAFRAID
This class will continue working their way through Adam
Hamilton’s book, Unafraid, on Sunday mornings at 10:45
AM in the Wesley Room. This pastor and author shows
how people and communities can live with courage and
hope in uncertain times. The leader is Lou Reed.

IF YOU WANT TO WALK ON WATER,
YOU’VE GOT TO GET OUT OF THE BOAT
This group is studying John Ortberg’s book, If You Want to Walk on Water, You Have to Get Out of the Boat on Wednesdays at
1:30 PM in the Fireside Room. John Ortberg invites you to consider the incredible potential that awaits you outside your comfort
zone. The leader is Lorraine Conley.

Discipleship
With this mailing we have included the 2020 Ministry Funding Plan and the list of Leaders
for 2020. SAVE both of these where they’ll be convenient, but before you ‘put them away,’ please read them. Pray for the
names on the list of Leaders. Then consider the budget. The dollars on that sheet of paper represent the intentions we
have of helping people near and far to know, grow in, serve & share Jesus Christ. I can tell you right now that the best way
to leverage the dollars, and even to decrease the budget in the years going forward, is for YOU to determine how YOU will
be in ministry.

Discipleshi
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Give until it gives you joy!
Grace UMC makes it easy to give without writing a check every week or every month. Electronic giving is secure, quick
and easy. Visit www.spencergumc.com/give and click the red GIVE NOW button. But if you prefer to have assistance,
email Sandy at finance@spencergumc.com, call the office or stop by and she can guide you through the process.

Worship

“Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.” Isaiah 60
January 5

Communion with “Christmas Carol” Great Thanksgiving
S.A.D.: Get Up; Feed Your Soul!
Music Piano

January 12 Commissioning of 2020 Leadership
S.A.D.: “IS Laughter Good Medicine? If So, Can it Be Contagious?”
Music Chancel Choir; Piano
January 19 S.A.D.: “What Must Be Part of Your ‘Sacred Space’?”
Music Organ accompaniment for worship; Bell Choir
January 26 S.A.D.: “Healthy Temple: Exercise & Food as Sacred Acts”
Music Chancel Choir; Piano
February 2 S.A.D.: “Get Up; Don’t Be Afraid!”
Music Piano
WORSHIP IN JANUARY: S.A.D. = Seasonal
Affective Disorder OR Spiritual Affective
Disorder!!
Yes, we’re into that season of Seasonal Affective
Disorder when the lack of sunlight affects our moods
and coping mechanisms. But as we lead lives that
are too crowded, busy, overcommitted, and
sometimes disturbing and uncertain, we might
experience SPIRITUAL AFFECTIVE DISORDER!
We’ll explore everyday life activities that can
become spiritual practices – deepening our
experience of a meaningful life AND make us more
‘light-hearted.’ [pun intended!]
Please be aware that spiritual practices may assist
but do not replace medical resources which alleviate
depression.
NAME TAGS
All magnetic name tags that were ordered any time
before Dec. 9, have been placed on the white
boards in the Narthex. One white board is near the
west doors of the Narthex and the others are located
on the doors on the west side of the Narthex coat
rack.
You are encouraged to wear your name tags each
week – it really helps everyone to learn names. (If
you still need a name tag, sign up at the
Connection Center. The next name tags will be
ordered after Sunday, Jan. 12). If you are not a
member, but attend Grace, you are encouraged to
get a name tag. There is no cost to you for name
tags.

Frank/ Kris Huss

Chart by Cyndi O’Hara

Discipleship
DIFFERENCE MAKERS – JANUARY
Congratulations! The Adult Discipleship Team (ADT) is
recognizing four new Difference Makers in January. All
nominations received by December 15, are posted in the office
window. Nominees will be recognized in the newsletter once
each year. All who’ve been recognized previously are also
posted in the office window.
They are:
Bailey Swanson Riley Herman Pastor Paul & Jane
Bailey is great role model for youth and helps in the
Connection Center, plays in Grace bells, serves on the youth
advisory council, and is a tireless worker on mission trips.
Riley has an upbeat personality and willingly serves as acolyte
for worship, plays the bells, helps with children’s Sunday
School, participates in youth activities and is active in mission/
outreach activities. Pastor Paul & Jane often go above and
beyond the responsibilities of their positions. Take time to read
on office window how these people have made a difference at
Grace UMC! Thank you for being the hands and feet of
Jesus!
DIFFERENCE MAKER RECOGNITION
The Adult Discipleship Team recognizes Difference Makers
from Grace UMC each month. Simply pick up a nomination
card from the Narthex or church office and tell us how
individuals at Grace UMC have made an impact or changed a
life by welcoming all to know, grow, serve & share Jesus
Christ. Nominator’s name must be included on the nomination
to be posted. Nominate someone by January 15, for
recognition in February! EVERYONE can be a Difference
Maker!

GRACE LENT DEVOTIONAL
The first Sunday in Advent marked the beginning of the
Christian year, and as the liturgical calendar marches on, the
contemplative season of Lent will be here in a matter of
weeks. Last year, we had such a good response with 40
different people affiliated with Grace writing devotionals that
the Adult Discipleship Team decided to let YOU author and put
together another booklet of devotionals for Lent!
HAVE God’s care and presence become real for you in your
interaction with others?
Has the Bible given you guidance and helped you see God
at work?
Has the meaning of scripture become personal for you as
you reflected on it?
“Yes” to even one of the above statements means you have
something to share.
YOU are welcome and encouraged to write a devotional.
What will you write about? Maybe something in your
preparations for Christmas will prompt a meditation. Maybe it
will be something about the year to come, a memory from the
past, or an inspirational moment. Never written anything like
this before?! Give it a try - it can be an enriching and
rewarding spiritual exercise.
We will use a standard format found in the Upper Room:
1) Bible verse
2) 2-3 paragraphs with your thoughts about the passage
you’ve selected (around 300 words)
3) A prayer to conclude the meditation for the day.
A more detailed writing guide is available in the Narthex
or come to a short workshop planned for Sunday,
January 19, at 8:40 AM before worship.

TREASURERS: Just a reminder that around the First of
February we’ll be doing an audit of all church accounts.
Remember: this is a service done for YOU, so no one needs to
wonder about ‘the books.’

This devotional booklet will be used during Lent, from
Ash Wednesday, February 26, thru Easter, April 12.
Submit your writing by Monday morning, Feb. 10. Our
preference is to receive it digitally but we will accept
handwritten materials.

COLLEGE STUDENTS – Current & Future:
March 1, is the due date for scholarship applications offered
through the Iowa United Methodist Foundation. When you’re
making applications don’t forget the Blabaum Scholarships
through Grace UMC. (Brochures are on the literature rack in
the Narthex.) Due date for Blabaum is April 15, but may be
turned in any time.

If you’d like a copy of the Grace devotional to use during
Lent, you may sign up in February for a copy. Questions?
Contact Pastor Paul, Jane Moen or anyone on the Adult
Discipleship Team.

Note from Jesus in the Parable of the Rich Fool...
Then He said to them, “Watch out! Be on your
guard against all kinds of greed; life does not
consist in an abundance of possessions.”
~Luke 12:15

CONNECTION POINT
Just a reminder that we have volunteers at the Connection
Point 20 minutes before and after the worship service. YOU
play an important role in helping direct guests to the
Connection Center for assistance. The Connection Point team
is eager to help people new to Grace OR anyone attending
Grace can become more connected or get questions
answered.

Life @ Grace
FINANCIAL PEACE

[Instead of Financial Panic!]

Grace UMC is offering the Financial
Peace University class Tuesdays,
starting January 7, through March 3,
from 6:00-7:30 PM. Financial Peace
helps people dump their debt, get
control of their money, and learn new
behaviors around money that are
founded on commitment and
accountability. The 9-week DVD video
series taught by financial experts Dave
Ramsey, Rachel Cruze & Chris Hogan
includes small-group discussions to
share ideas, stay motivated and be
encouraged. Topics covered include
savings, debt, credit cards, insurance,
investments, planning for retirement and
college, generous giving, etc. The cost
is $99 for each family unit. You receive
a member workbook and a one-year
Financial Peace membership.
To sign up for this life-changing
program, registration forms are available
in the church office. Registration
deadline has been extended to
Friday, January 3, at 1:00 PM.
Registration forms, along with a $99
check, must be turned into the church
office by this date and time. For
additional information, contact Jane
Moen or Pastor Paul. A great way to
start off 2020 is to get your personal/
family finances in order.

# of GUMC people in “Christian Formation Groups” (CFG) 2018 children, youth
and adults = 177
# of GUMC persons “serving mission/community ministries” = 160 people in
2018
i.e. Weighted Blankets team has more than 1,000 person/hours from
April – October (!!)
I share below the numbers from the sermon November 24. I was somewhat
startled at these figures. Upon reflection, I was mostly pleased, because: A) This
church has worked hard to be efficient; and B) The ministries are happening
because there are engaged laity passionate about “welcoming all persons to
know, grow in, serve and share Jesus Christ.”
1999
(2018)
Membership
830
(-154)
676
2019
Budgeted for Staff
$228,734
- $7,601
$221,133
Ministry Funding Plan $387,823
+ $3,693
$391,516
(Total of “General Budget”)
(in 2020: $376,335)
What I did not dig up for 1999 are the stats on one of the primary figures
I have for years used to determine viability of a church. That is a per-member
financial participation in Missions. I seek to have consistency in this reporting so
have used, historically, the “Rainbow Covenant Report Form,” which, I believe,
is dis-continued this year. But in 2018, including apportionments, the missional
participation of Grace UMC was $108,319 or $161/member. [ 2017 was $97,950
or $144/mbr.] Some of those dollars are in the Ministry Funding Plan but many
are not! To be ambassadors of Jesus starting in Spencer and “to the ends of the
earth” is our purpose! Good work, people of Grace UMC!!
A number I am less excited about is the dollars we spend on “Utilities,” a line
item that includes all SMU services and natural gas from Black Hills Energy.
2018
2019 (first 11 bills)

$111/DAY!!
$96/day

$14 less a day times the number of days: 365 X $14 = $5,110 Annual Savings!!
Our summer was unusually mild and these early winter months have not been
crazy cold. But we do think those lower overall costs reflect the work the
Trustees are doing to make the building more efficient AND reflects your
participation in watching thermostats, turning off lights, being good stewards.
Thank you. We want to put as much of our resources into ministry as possible.

PIT STOP – STARTS JANUARY 8
If you haven’t been to a Pit Stop meal and time of worship on Wednesday evenings, YOU are invited!!
We took a break over the holidays, but the Pit Stop will start again January 8.
We currently have 8 crews making simple, kid friendly, homemade meals. We serve the meal between 5:30-6:15 PM. A
brief time of worship is held 6:06-6:30 PM. The entrees have been creamed chicken over biscuits, tater tot casserole,
spaghetti, baked potato bar, chicken & dressing casserole, sloppy joes, nachos, ham & cheese spaghetti bake, soup or an
occasional potluck. Those who attend the Pit Stop enjoy the break from cooking, time of fellowship and mid-week spiritual
inspiration. A special thanks to all who’ve helped in the kitchen, donated food, or made Pit Stop a regular part of your
schedule. If you are not currently a part of a Pit Stop cooking crew and would like to be, contact Jane Moen.
Included in PIT STOP is a quick (it is a “pit stop,” after all!!) Bible lesson, song, prayer and blessing time. We are working
through, one quick lesson/week, “The Bible’s ‘Top 40’.” So we’ve gone from Genesis to David and Goliath. These lessons
are engaging; the prayers are focused; the singing is rousing. Hope to see you there!!

Life @ Grace
LUNCH & LEARN - DEMENTIA & THE CHURCH – WEBINAR SERIES
More than 16 million Americans provide unpaid care for people with Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia. An estimated 5.8
million Americans live with Alzheimer’s and that number is climbing. How can churches respond? How can churches equip
caregivers? What can churches do to be more welcoming of those with dementia?
The Committee on Older Adult Ministry is producing a 4-part webinar series to explore these questions. If you are interested in
attending any or all these sessions, sign up in the Narthex so we can plan for the number who will attend. The webinar will be
one hour and held in the Wesley Room or BenTena Room. We’ve planned for 15 minutes of discussion after each webinar.
Questions? Contact Jane Moen.
1. Bishop Ken Carder, January 17, Noon – 1:15 p.m. Five things you should know about dementia from a faith
perspective.
2. Mary Margaret Lehman, February 14, Noon – 1:15 p.m. Five things a caregiver of faith needs to know about
dementia.
3. Michelle Barclay, March 12, Noon – 1:15 p.m. Five things you need to know to be a good visitor with someone who
has dementia.
4. Peggy Bargmann, April 22, Noon – 1:15 p.m. Five things you need to know to minister to individuals with early
dementia.

THANK YOU...
During the Christmas season, we were recipients of a beautiful Christmas card and
gift card with a heart warming message. It was given to us anonymously, such a nice
surprise. We are hoping whoever sent it is reading this newsletter so we can say
thanks so much! Also, thanks to our loving congregation who gave generously to
many church projects throughout the Christmas season.
A generous person will prosper, whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.
~Proverbs 11:25
Phil & Gina Kohrs

Marietta is turning 80! Please join us in
celebrating Marietta (Smith) Johnson’s
80th birthday with a come and go open
house/card shower on Saturday,
January 4, from 1- 4 PM at Grace
United Methodist Church in the
BenTena Room. We would be
delighted if you could come and join in
the celebration!

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Sandy Heerdt

Happy New Year! Our scripture for January comes from Colossians 3:12: Since you are all set apart by God, made holy and
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with a holy way of life: compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.

One change for 2020 has been the joining of two of our circles into one. Mary Circle and Ruth Circle are now combined into
Mary-Ruth Circle. This is a blessing as the women of these circles combine to support each other and work together.
Our next UMW meeting is Thursday, January 9, (Note: This is one week later than usual). We begin by meeting in the chapel
with a time of prayer at 1 PM over any new prayer shawls that have been donated. Our business meeting follows at 1:30 PM with
a program provided by Lydia Circle (Installation of Officers). Then we move to the Wesley Room for refreshments (also provided
by Lydia Circle).
UMW Mission Topics/Books for 2020 are:
Spiritual Growth: Finding Peace in the Midst of Anxiety
Social Issue Study: Mass Incarceration
Youth: Walking with Jesus in Anxious Times: Managing Anxiety
Children: Growing in Peace Instead of Fear: Understanding Emotions
You are invited! Come, join United Methodist Women!
** United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom
as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of
mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.

Life @ Grace
The GriefShare Group will begin a new cycle. GriefShare is a nationally recognized support program featuring recognized
experts on grief recovery topics. There are 12 weekly seminar sessions which include the following topics: “Is This Normal?”
“The Challenges of Grief,” “Grief and Your Relationships,” “Why?” and “Guilt and Anger.” Anyone suffering from the loss of a
friend or family member is welcome. Here is what you need to know:





January 29 through April 15, 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Fireside Room
Workbooks $20, scholarships are available
Register by calling the church office or talking to Sheryl Larson or Dorothy DeGroot

United Methodist Men
Lou Reed
Methodist Men will hold their meeting on Saturday, January 25, at 8 AM
in the Wesley Room. A delicious hot breakfast will be served.
Will Horsley will present the program. He is the Director of the Clay
County Conservation Board. He will present an update on the
development of the Oneota Environmental Learning Center and also an
overview of the population trends of the wild life in Northwest Iowa.
All men and women are invited to attend this meeting. You will enjoy the
Christian Fellowship along with good food and an outstanding timely
program.

The Table Community Meal
Thursday, January 30
Serving at 5:00 PM
All are welcome. No guidelines to meet. Just
come and enjoy a FREE meal with friends!
GUMINFO AND GUMPRAYER:
Are you getting our GUMINFOs? If not you are not on our email list. If
you are not getting guminfos and would like to be on the list please email
Kay Clancy (kayclancy@spencergumc.com) in the office so your name
can be added. You can unsubscribe at any time. We promise to not fill
your inbox with a bunch of emails.
Prayer is an important part of the church’s lifeline. If you
are not on our email gumprayer chain please consider this
ministry and email Kay and you will be put on right away.
Nothing paralyzes our lives like the
attitude that things can never change.
We need to remind ourselves that God
can change things. Outlook determines
outcome. If we see only the problems,
we will be defeated; but if we see the
possibilities in the problems, we can
have victory.
~Warren Wiersbe

Let this year be
the year you get
involved outside
your comfort
zone and make
a difference in
someone else’s
life for HIS sake.

Thank you!
Thank you for letting our 4H club use
the kitchen for baking cookies to pass
out at our local nursing homes!
Spencer Sparks 4H
THANK YOU!
We would like to thank Grace United
Methodist Church for letting our Clay
County PALS use the main floor kitchen to prepare
take home pizzas for our PALS. We are sharing
with these youth life skills to hopefully help them
where they are right now in their lives.
We appreciate your kindness and generosity.
Clay Country PALS Board
We would appreciate your help...
If you have a college student who has/is graduating
perhaps they have already moved... We would love
the address update. Our goal is to keep every
member informed on what is happening in their
church.
If you have any questions please feel free to
contact the church office and we will assist you.
Grace Church Office will be closing at 12:00 PM on
Tuesday, December 31, and will be closed on
January 1, 2020, for the holiday. Have a safe &
Happy New Year.

Let today be the day
you give up
who you’ve been

For...

who you can become
through he who

made you!

Youth & Children
CHILDREN MINISTRIES
Sunday school classes for kids age 3 to grade 6 start again January 5, 10:45-11:45 am. The Deep Blue: Loving God Loving
Neighbor curriculum videos tell Bible stories and music in a unique and entertaining way. All children meet in Room 226 to do
the music and lesson, then depending on the number of kids in class, sometimes divide with preschoolers in one room and
elementary kids in another. If your kids haven’t participated in Sunday School this year, January is a great time to get started
in a new routine. Questions? Talk to any of the teachers or helpers for children’s classes: Lisa Elliott, Crystal Handy, Jamie
Horning, Lois Whalen, or Riley Herman.
YOUTH (GRADES 7-12)
The YOUth join a group from Grace for a road trip to Sioux City on Sunday, January 19. We will be provide/share the evening
meal and have time of fellowship and worship with the women of Shesler Hall. If you’re interested, sign up in the Narthex
by Sunday, January 12.

Mission
JUMP START – DONATIONS & VOLUNTEERS
Thank you for your generous support of the Jump Start program this past year. Your willingness to help pack bags AND buy
donations for the meals is greatly appreciated! When we deliver the meals the Head Start staff, they’ve expressed over and
over how much families what we are doing. You are making a difference in the lives of these families!
Here’s the list of food needed for the January and February bags.
JANUARY
Donations needed January 10
Tuna – 2 cans per family
Tuna Helper
Can of peas
Can of peaches - HAVE
Granola bars
Pack bags – Jan 22, at 4:45 pm in B38
Deliver bags – Jan 23, at 3:30 pm

FEBRUARY
Donations needed February 10
Bear Creek soup
Saltines
Green beans – HAVE
Mandarin oranges
Peanut butter
Microwave popcorn – HAVE
Pack bags – Feb 19, at 4:45 pm in B38
Deliver bags – Feb 20, at 3:30 pm

Check the board next to the donation cart to see what foods are currently needed. No need to buy the items that are marked
“HAVE” behind the item. We have the menus planned out through May if you’d like to know what’s planned for future meals
and shop the sales. Stop by the office to get a copy of the menu through May.
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA – THANKS!
Breakfast with Santa was a HUGE success!! We had
at least 87 people (which included 50 kids of all ages)
come visit Santa and get a gift bag (filled with candy,
Nativity Sticker Book & puzzle), have breakfast, do a
nativity ornament, and take a book or two home.
Thanks to all who donated food or helped in any way.
It was a JOY to see the kids and their families having
time together and enjoying themselves!

ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET
Do you have friends or family members who have everything they
need? The Missions Team will once again have birthday, anniversary,
thinking of you, sympathy and Valentine’s Day cards available in 2020.
The Alternative Gift Market offers an opportunity to give a gift to
missions in someone’s honor rather than a physical gift. Your financial
contribution goes to one of 7 mission projects. You receive a card to
give the recipient with a description of the mission project. Stop by the
church office if you’re interested in purchasing an alternative gift.

FOOD PANTRY
We had several people needing assistance toward the end of the year, so
the food pantry is getting low. Help us restock the food pantry. Items often
needed are canned meat (i.e. tuna, chicken), spaghetti sauce, canned fruit,
Hamburger/Tuna Helper, and Rice/noodle packages. Thank you!

COLLECTING PLAY DOUGH
Just a reminder that we are still
collecting Play Dough for Head
Start. Leave your donations in
the Narthex Missions corner.

Life @ Grace
SHESLER HALL – JANUARY 19

Grace UMC is providing/sharing the evening meal and
having a time of worship & fellowship with the women of
Shesler Hall Sunday afternoon, January 19, at 4:00 PM.
The exact times for departure have not been set but we
anticipate leaving around 1:00 PM and returning home around
8:30 PM. We’ll be delivering the paper projects we’ve collected
this fall and personal care products collected through the
Grace Giving Tree. If you are interested in this trip to Sioux
City, sign up in the Narthex by Sunday, January 12 so we
can arrange for transportation and have enough food.

CHANGE THE WORLD

In January, Change the World funds will support the
Weighted Comfort for Kids program at Grace. Since April,
an ecumenical group of women have made therapy blankets
and lap pads for children with a diagnosis of Autism or on the
Autism spectrum for the cost of postage and handling. This
group has volunteered 1137 hours, completed 57 blankets and
48 lap pads and mailed or delivered them to 60 families in 21
states. A donation of $200 would enable them to purchase 60
yards of fabric and make 20 weighted blankets. Save your
change for this worthy program!

‘LIL LIBRARY

We are low on books to restock the ‘Lil Library. If you have
some good books for kids or adults that you
are willing to donate, bring them to the
Narthex. We have a box under the table
next to the library. Thanks!

SILENT AUCTION & MISSION MEAL – FEB 9
The Silent Auction and Mission meal is coming up FAST!
The meal and auction will be held Sunday, February 9.
In January, the Mission team will have sign-up sheets
available for you to register your donations for the auction.
We’d like the sign-up sheets and donations to be
brought to the church by Sunday, January 26.
(Perishable items can wait until the day of the sale.) The
silent auction items (or a picture) will be displayed in
the Narthex starting Sunday, February 2nd. Individuals
may sign up for their bidding number on Feb 2nd AND
start bidding on items that day! Bids will be accepted that
week until Sunday, February 9. The auction ending TIME
will be posted in the February newsletter. Doesn’t this
sound like a fun way to raise funds for missions this winter!?
Your donations are needed to make this event a success!!
Still trying to figure out what you might contribute? Here
are a few ideas from the Missions team: offer to babysit, buy
a gift card, bake a pie, make a woodworking project, create
a themed gift basket, offer “handyperson” skills. We saved
a few baskets from the rummage sale if you’d like to make a
gift basket. They will be available January 5 – 24 in the
Narthex. The possibilities of what you could do for the
auction are endless.

OUTREACH ACTIVITIES:
Grace UMC is committed to planning more events and
activities that engage individuals and families of the church
and neighborhood in meaningful, healthy family events.
Easter Eggstravaganza, Halloween Party, and Breakfast
with Santa are examples of activities of the past year. If
you’d like to be involved in planning this type of activity,
please contact Jane Moen or the church office.
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Pastor Paul Frederiksen
pastorpaul@spencergumc.com
Ministry Contacts:
Ad Council: Cyndi O’Hara
Staff Parish: Mitch McCann
Finance: Dennis Spooner
Trustee: Gary Small
Lay Leaders: John Rahn Cyndi O’Hara
Missions: Gina Kohrs
Worship:
Children’s Ministry:
Lisa Elliott & Sheryl Larson
Discipleship Coordinator: Jane Moen
Youth: Veronica Studer
UMW: Sandy Heerdt
UMM: Brad Johnson
Stewardship: John Rahn
Missionary: Jubilee Project, TN

*Regular Scheduling

Sundays
9:30 AM Worship
10:45 AM Discipleship Growth for all ages
Wednesdays
5:30 PM to 6:15 PM PITSTOP Meal
6:06 PM to 6:30 PM Worship
6:35 PM Chancel Choir Practice
7:00 PM Bell Choir Practice
7:30 PM Exploring the Bible

January 1Grace Office closed for holiday
January 29:00 AM Central Iowa Testing
6:00 PM Chair Yoga
January 41:00 PM Marietta Johnson birthday party
January 5*Regular Scheduling
January 65:30 PM Mission Mtg.
6:30 PM ADT Mtg.
January 76:45 AM Community Bible Study
5:15 PM PALS Board Mtg.
5:30 PM Grace Cares pep rally
6:00 PM District Scout Mtg.
6:00 PM FPU Session #1
7:00 PM Troop 123
January 81:15 PM Communion at LH/NS
*Regular Scheduling
January 99:00 AM Pastor Peer Group– Sandborn
1:00 PM UMW Mtg.

5:30 PM Children’s Ministry
6:00 PM Chair Yoga
January 10Jump start food due into church
10:00 AM Central Iowa Testing
January 12– ALL CHURCH POTLUCK
11:45 AM Meal for Leadership Meeting
12:30 PM Leadership Orientation
January 131:30 AM Central Iowa Testing
6:30 PM Trustee Mtg.
January 146:45 AM Community Bible Study
6:00 PM FPU Session #2
7:00 PM SPRC Mtg.
7:00 PM Troop 123
January 15– Newsletter Articles Due
9:30 AM Coffee @ Grace
1:30 PM GIG
*Regular Scheduling
January 169:00 AM Pastor at dCOM Mtg– Here
9:30 AM Lydia Circle
9:30 AM Mary/Ruth Circle Mtg.
6:00 PM Chair Yoga
January 1712:00 PM Webinar on Dementia
January 18NW District Mtg @ Sioux City, Grace
Scout CPR training– Basement
January 198:45 AM BP Checks
8:45 AM Writing Devotions
*Regular Scheduling
10:35 PM BP Checks

Trip to Shesler Hall Sioux City
January 203:30 PM Sunset Program
January 216:45 AM Community Bible Study
6:00 PM FPU Session #3
7:00 PM Troop 123
January 228:00 AM Blanket Party
1:30 PM Adult Study
*Regular Scheduling
4:45 PM Pack Jump start Bags
January 233:30 PM Deliver Jump start Bags
6:00 PM Chair Yoga
January 258:00 AM United Methodist Men Mtg.
10:00 AM Worship Mtg.
January 26*Regular Scheduling
January 276:30 PM Ad Council Mtg.
January 286:45 AM Community Bible Study
10:00 AM Newsletter folding
5:30 PM GGT Mtg.
6:00 PM FPU Session #4
7:00 PM Troop 123
January 29*Regular Scheduling
6:00 PM GriefShare
January 309:00 AM Central Iowa Testing
5:00 PM The Table Community Meal
6:00 PM Chair Yoga

