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“Welcoming all people to know, grow, serve and share Jesus Christ.”

Come Celebrate Christmas Eve Worship
With Family and Friends

Tuesday, December 24, 2019

Worship Times:
3:00 PM & 7:00 PM
from your staff @ Grace...
Sue Archibald
Kay Clancy
Dave & Joy Decker
Pastor Paul Frederiksen
Tom & Marianne Fuchsen
Dan and Paula Harris
Ray & Noreen Meyer
Jane Moen
Tracy Musser
Sean Pulatie
Sandy Thomas

All are Welcome!
Come let us adore Him!
Cancel Worship?!?!
When the weather is bad, please determine if it is
wise for you to be out. I very seldom cancel
worship, though some days it may be a very small
group that gathers. Even if we might not have
accompaniment or choir or even need the size of
the sanctuary, unless it gets really, really crazy bad, I’ll be at the
church Sunday morning. Dress warmly and come on over!
In all cases, use your own judgement and not attend if
you do not feel safe doing so.

Pastor Paul

WORSHIP
“Joy to the World,” the beloved Christmas classic, turns 300 this year. Composer Isaac Watt’s interpretation of Psalm 98 invites
us to “sing a new song.”

WORSHIP IN DECEMBER
Dec. 1 1st Sunday of Advent - “Prepare Him Room: Hopeful Joy” Holy Communion
Advent helpers: Dennis & Diane Spooner
Music: Sean Pulatie
Dec. 8 2nd Sunday of Advent – “Repeat the Sounding Joy: Loving Joy”
Change the World!
Advent helpers: Frank & Kris Huss
Music: Chancel Choir, Sean Pulatie
Dec. 15 3rd Sunday of Advent – “Make the Blessings Known: Unabashed Joy”
Advent helpers: Sheryl Larson and Dorothy DeGroot
Music: Tom Fuchsen
Wednesday, Dec. 18 “Service of Long Shadows” - “Elusive Joy”
4:15 PM in the chapel - for those who mourn and struggle for joy
Dec. 22 4th Sunday of Advent – “Make the Nations Prove: Peaceful Joy”
Advent helpers: Mike and Darlene Carlson
Music: Chancel Choir with the Bell Choir, Sean Pulatie
Dec. 24 3:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship – “The Lord Is Come: Incarnate Joy”
Candle-lighters: Bonnie Foust and Kaylene Kinlen
7:00 pm Christmas Worship with Carols, Communion & Candles
Candle-lighters: Mitch and Katie McCann
Dec. 29 1st Sunday after Christmas – “Wonders of His Love: Compassionate Joy”
Preaching: Rev. Shurmaine McAlpine
Music: Sean Pulatie
4:45 & 5:15 Worship at Longhouse & Northshire
January 5, 2020 “Christmas Carol Communion”
Music: Sean Pulatie
A “Service of Long
Shadows” is
Wednesday, Dec.18, to
begin at 4:15 PM. If you
have experienced a loss
this year it’s possible this
service would be helpful.
This service
includes
some of the
‘back-story’
of that
original
event.

Christmas Caroling and Soup
We’ll be Christmas caroling Sunday, December 22, at
4:00 PM. We will focus our time toward individual
homes in Spencer. Meet at the church and wear warm
clothing. We’ll return to the church after we’re done
caroling. Even if you didn’t carol, we’ll gather around
6:00 to eat some soup… and we might even sing more
carols! Consider bringing some soup or sandwiches or
something to share with others. Hot chocolate and
apple cider will be provided. If you know of someone who doesn’t have a
church home, this is a perfect time to invite them to come sing Christmas
songs. Everyone welcome!!
We try to get to the homes of people of the church who are not able
to get out much. But you are welcome to provide to the office the name,
address and phone number of other people you know of who live in or very
close to Spencer who don’t get out much; or, of people who have just plain
had a tough year.

“EXPLORING THE BIBLE: INTRODUCING THE OLD TESTAMENT”

DISCIPLESHIP

Back before Stonehenge or the wheel, back before the pyramids, math, or even the crudest writing existed, ancient peoples
gathered and told stories. They told stories of how the world began, what the first people were like, and which of them were heroes
or failures. They tried to make sense of the world around them and tried to sort out who the gods were and what those gods wanted
from them.
More than ten thousand years later, one set of those stories has come down to us in the form of the Old Testament. It is the
story of the Jewish people and their distinctive God, giving us a glimpse through story, song, history, and law of the rocky, raucous,
faithful, fumbling beginnings of one of the oldest religions on earth.
This second course in Exploring the Bible: The Dickinson Series will help us better understand the Old Testament in the
context of the world in which it was written. You will come to a new appreciation for this amazing collection of ancient texts and the
faith that they represent.
Lead by Pastor Paul, “Introducing the Old Testament” will be offered two similar sessions every week, one class
Wednesday evening, the other Sunday morning, starting January 8 (Wed.) and January 12 (Sundays). Pre-registration is requested
so materials can be ordered and prepared. Suggested donation for student texts is $14. More information from either Pastor Paul or
exploringthebible.org/faq

ADVENT
The Adult Discipleship Team invites you to utilize
Advent devotionals, the Grace Church Family
Advent calendar, and/or the Advent Photo-ADay Challenge. A limited number of devotionals
for individuals and families will be available for
you to use this Advent. This year, we developed
a Grace Advent calendar with scripture readings,
church activities, acts of kindness, etc. You are
encouraged to use it daily. An Advent Photo-ADay Challenge is also available to those enjoy
photography and want to share your photos on
Instagram. All these materials are available in the
Narthex. Explore the spirit of Christmas and
prepare your hearts for Christmas this Advent
Season!

PIT STOP SCHEDULE
We will offer Pit Stop meals & worship
the first three weeks of December –
Wednesdays at 5:30 PM. A POTLUCK
will be held December 18. Please
bring a dish to share with others. To
provide time to celebrate Christmas
and New Years, there will be no Pit
Stop meals or worship December 25,
and January 1. The Pit Stop meals
and worship will start again January 8.
Mark your calendars now!

DISCIPLESHIP
People of Grace, you may recall that I have frequently spoken of Shane Claiborne, co-author of Red Letter Christian. Bishop Haller
relates below her recent connection with Claiborne. This is edited; her entire account is located at: http://www.lauriehaller.org/areyou-a-red-letter-christian/ Pastor Paul

Are You a Red Letter Christian?

Posted November 4, 2019 by Bishop Laurie Haller

Saturday, October 26, … I arrived early to the Episcopal Convention and was surprised and delighted to meet Shane Claiborne,
the primary speaker. Shane and I connected because he has United Methodist roots, lives in Philadelphia (my home territory), and is
the founder of The Simple Way. … a small organization and intentional living community that supports the building of neighborhoods of positive change and hope in the Kensington area of Philadelphia. Claiborne has now spent 22 years living in community…
Claiborne is a disrupter. He is not afraid to confront us with our own prejudices, failings, and reluctance to be “all in” with the
teachings of Jesus. These statements of Claiborne were both challenging and convicting:






“Our Christianity has become less and less fascinating because of how unchristian, judgmental, and
hypocritical much of Christianity seems to feel.”
“What do young people think of the church? You will know them by their love. This is what young people are
hoping for.”
“We are called to be the Good Samaritans, but after pulling so many people out of the ditches, we need to
rethink the road to Jericho.”
“We are way too adjusted to racism. We are called to resist.”
“I met Jesus and he messed me up. It’s time to disrupt with holy agitation in a holy, humble, and non-violent
way. (Shane has been arrested 20 times.) We will not tolerate the things that squash any person.”

Claiborne and Tony Campolo, … co-founded Red Letter Christians as a movement to “to take Jesus seriously by endeavoring
to live out his radical, counter-cultural teachings as set forth in Scripture, and especially embracing the lifestyle prescribed in the
Sermon on the Mount.”… Many Bibles today quote in red the words of Jesus that are commonly accepted as authentic. These redletter Bibles were meant to be a handy way of discerning the heart of Jesus’ ministry through his very words. … Staying true to the
foundation of combining Jesus and justice, Red Letter Christians mobilize individuals into a movement of believers who live out
Jesus’ counter-cultural teachings.
In his presentation, Claiborne noted how many of us underline passages in the Bible that particularly speak to us. Kind of like
printing them in red to get our attention. The problem is our human tendency to latch on to the things Jesus said that we like and
ignore the rest. These are usually the words that are the hardest to hear or that mess with the safety of our faith, like the first shall be
last; go to the end of the line; sell what you have and give it to the poor; love your enemies; and turn the other cheek.
Claiborne wrote an article in Esquire magazine in 2009 in which he said, “In fact, the entire story of Jesus is about a God who
did not just want to stay ‘out there’ but who moves into the neighborhood, a neighborhood where folks said, ‘Nothing good could
come.’ It is this Jesus who was accused of being a glutton and drunkard and rabble-rouser for hanging out with all of society’s
rejects, and who died on the imperial cross of Rome reserved for bandits and failed messiahs. This is why the triumph over the cross
was a triumph over everything ugly we do to ourselves and to others. It is the final promise that love wins.”
At the end of his presentation, Claiborne described his calling as a Red Letter Christian, “What would I do differently? I would
take more risks. I did not tiptoe through life so I could arrive safely.”
Red Letter Christians. They do not tiptoe through life. Rather, they are committed to loving Jesus and loving justice. They
live simply. They live faithfully. They live expectantly. And they are committed to doing what Jesus said, like caring for the immigrant,
reaching out to the hopeless, and offering a hot bowl of soup. Are you a red letter Christian?
I appreciate the Bishop’s challenge to us, to be “red letter Christians,” accepting to tackle the tough, hard, new where-in God seeks
to bring about the Kingdom of God. I shared the article above because it drips of Christmas, of God becoming human and moving
into the neighborhood. (Message John 1:14) May your experience of Jesus be affirmed as you seek a meaningful Christmas.

DISCIPLESHIP

FINANCIAL PEACE
A great way to start off 2020 is to get your personal/family
finances in order. We will be offering the Financial Peace class
Tuesdays beginning January 7, through March 3, from 6:007:30 PM. It’s open to anyone in the community so if you know of
anyone who’d benefit from taking the class, please encourage
them to sign up. We need at least 5-6 families to sign up for
the class to be held.
Financial Peace, created by Dave Ramsey, now only 9-week
biblically-based class that trains people to manage their financial
resources. Financial Peace helps people dump their debt, get
control of their money, and learn new behaviors around money
that are founded on commitment and accountability. The
average family pays off $5,300 in debt and saves $2,700 in the
first 91 days after beginning Financial Peace and is completely
out of debt, except for the mortgage, in 18 to 24 months.
Financial Peace classes are entertaining and highly effective in
helping people to find financial peace. The 9-week DVD video
series taught by financial expert Dave Ramsey includes smallgroup discussions to share ideas, stay motivated and be
encouraged. The class length is an hour and a half – one hour
for the DVD lesson and a half hour for small group discussion.
Topics covered include savings, debt, credit cards, insurance,
investments, planning for retirement and college, generous
giving, etc.
The cost is $100 for each family unit. You receive a member
workbook and a one-year Financial Peace membership. What a
great Christmas gift to give yourself!
To sign up for this life-changing program, registration forms are
available in the church office. Registration deadline is
Monday, December 30. Registration forms, along with a $100
check, must be turned into the church office by this date. Make
checks payable to “Grace UMC” with “Financial Peace” written
on the memo line. For additional information, contact Jane Moen
or Pastor Paul.

LIVE IN GRACE– WALK IN LOVE
Want to start the year off right?! Starting January 5th, a GIG
using the new devotional book, LIVE IN GRACE – WALK IN
LOVE, by Bob Goff, will meet Sundays at 10:45 AM in the
Chapel. Built on Bob’s storytelling abilities and unique way of
helping people to see things in a new way, Live in Grace, Walk
in Love will take the group through a calendar year of
meditations on how to step out in love and confidence in all
aspects of life. The group will listen to the author read his own
work followed by discussion on to apply his ideas/lessons to our
own lives. Interested? Sign up in the Narthex by Sunday,
December 29. Cost for the book is $12, but don’t let that deter
you. Scholarship money is available. The leader for this group is
Dorothy De Groot. Contact Dorothy if you have any questions.

DIFFERENCE MAKERS– DECEMBER
Congratulations! The Adult Discipleship Team (ADT) is
recognizing eleven new Difference Makers in December.
All nominations received by November 15, are posted in
the office window. Nominees will be recognized in the
newsletter once each year. All who’ve been recognized
previously are also posted in office window.
They are:

Dennis & Sara DeWitt, Crystal Handy
Dorothy DeGroot, Peggy Palm
Kevin Tlam, Lenny Heerdt & Steve Palm
Gina & Phil Kohrs, Jane Ingledue

Dennis & Sara share Christ’s love by giving rides and
offering Tues. morning Bible study and leading GIGs.
Crystal teaches Sunday School, gives rides, is involved in
Bible studies and leads a UMW circle. Dorothy leads adult
classes, serves as a Pit Stop crew lead, and guides those
who come to Grief Share. Kevin Tlam serves as a liturgist,
shares “holy humor” to kick off worship and in the
community. Lenny & Steve were a big help (set up, clean
up) for the district UMW meeting in October. Peggy’s hugs
(& seasonal worship decorations in the sanctuary) are a
“balm for the soul”. Gina & Phil have individually and
together demonstrated how to be the hands & feet of Jesus
over the 20+ years through various projects. Jane, with
her husband Roger, are kind and serve Jesus as a couple
and individually. Take time to read how these people have
made a difference at Grace UMC! Thank you for being the
hands and feet of Jesus!

DIFFERENCE MAKER RECOGNITION
The Adult Discipleship Team recognizes Difference Makers
from Grace UMC each month. Simply pick up a
nomination card from the Narthex or church office and tell
us how you or someone at Grace UMC has made an
impact or changed a life by welcoming all to know, grow,
serve & share Jesus Christ. Nominate someone by
December 15, for recognition in January! EVERYONE
can be a Difference Maker!

If my life is fruitless, it doesn't matter
who praises me, and if my life is
fruitful, it doesn't matter who
criticizes me.
~John Bunyan

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

LIFE @ GRACE

Sandy Heerdt - President
As we come to the end of the year, Grace United Methodist Women are thankful for God’s help in the accomplishments we made
in the past year. We gained about 17 new members. We hosted about 110 women at the May Sisterhood of Grace Spring Tea,
raising over $2,100 for missions that support women, children and youth both near and far. We also hosted the Northwest
District Spiritual Growth Event, hosting 77 women – as we studied the Gospel of Mark, shared our hearts, became inspired and
enjoyed fellowship around a beautiful meal.
Closing out our year financially, we gave $2,413.38 to our NW District UMW. These funds go to a variety of missions around the
world, including three in Iowa. We also sent $200 directly to Shesler Hall to support women who have been diagnosed as
disabled due to mental illness. We gave $105 to the Legacy Fund to support UMW missions into the future. We gave $700 to
Jumpstart for monthly meals and books for Head start families. We gave $700 to support Katie Wulf, granddaughter of Lorraine
Patterson and missionary in the Dominican Republic (you can learn more about Katie through her Facebook page: “Nurse
Katie’s Calling to DR”. We also gave $700 to UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief). This is a total of $4,818.38
given to missions near and far. On top of these missions, each of our four circles also support local missions which have not
been stated here.
With Christmas around the corner, if you are looking for a unique gift that blesses the giver, the receivers, and someone in need,
consider giving a UMW Christmas Card. Inside each card is a message that a gift of money has been given in your recipient’s
name to help women, children, and youth around the world. Any amount from $5 up may be given and then you give the card to
the recipient. Cards are available in the church office workroom in the drawer labeled United Methodist Women.
It has been a pleasure to serve as president this past year and I will be serving in this capacity again for 2020. Our church is so
very blessed to have the strong, spirit-filled, willing, caring, hard-working women that make up our Grace United
Methodist Women. If you would like to be part of something bigger than yourself, come join us! Call me or any member. See our
bulletin board outside the church office for the membership list, contact information, and program booklet for the coming year.
Our next meeting will be Thursday, Dec. 5. Our business meeting will be in the Chapel at 2:30 PM (Prayer Shawl Ministry is at
2 pm) and then enjoy Christmas goodies in the Wesley Room. The program will be given by Lydia Circle. All members are
encouraged to bring a plate of Christmas treats to share.
** United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom
as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of
mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING AND SOUP

PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR– DECEMBER 1

We’ll be Christmas caroling Sunday, December 22, from 4:006:00 PM. We will carol primarily at individual’s homes in
Spencer. Meet at the church at 4:00 PM and wear warm
clothing. We’ll return to the church for supper after we’re
done caroling around 6:00 PM. Crock pots of soup, relishes,
cheese, crackers, and beverage are needed. Please sign up
for what food you’ll bring ahead of time in the Narthex. If you
know of someone who doesn’t have a church home, this is a
perfect time to invite them to participate. Everyone welcome!!

If you are interested in learning more about Grace United
Methodist Church and/or becoming members, Pastor Paul
and Grace leaders want to get to know you. Come have
pizza on Sunday, December 1, at 11 a.m. in the Wesley
Room. Hear about what is happening at Grace UMC and
learn how you can take the next steps to be connected not
just with ‘the church,’ but with God!

Grace Church Office will be
closed on Wednesday, December 25; closes at noon December 31 & is closed Jan.1.

THE TABLE FREE COMMUNITY MEAL
CHRISTMAS MEAL
THUSDAY, DECEMBER 19
5:00 PM TO 6:00 PM - FELLOWSHIP HALL

ALL ARE WELCOME!!

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE


Lucille Rose moved Nov. 20 to be closer to son John
and Lois. Her new address is:
Lucille Rose; Edencrest;
2901 Cedar St;
Norwalk IA 50211
Phone: 515-250-2806



Layla Gene Nelson was born November 11, the
daughter of Emma (Woolery) & Colby Nelson.
Cheri Woolery is among the grandparents.

UNITED METHODIST MEN BREAKFAST MEETING
Methodist Men will hold their meeting on Sat., Dec. 14, at
8 AM in the Wesley Room. From the biblical account of
Jesus’ birth, Pastor Paul might mess with our cozy, selfaffirming beliefs and practices. The men host; all men and
women are invited to attend.
Lou Reed
PRAISE GOD for a good time, good chili and great pies
November 17. As an aside, $2,332 were raised for
ministry projects.

CHRISTMAS COOKIE AND CANDY DONATIONS

As you bake for the holidays, consider donating 2-3 dozen
cookies or candies or snacks (i.e. cheese & crackers,
Chex Mix) to the church. With additional events and
opportunities for hospitality in December, a supply of
cookies or snacks is helpful. We will use the cookies and
candies for events such as Pizza with the Pastor (Dec 1),
fellowship time after the Long Shadows Service (Dec
18), Caroling (Dec 22), and Christmas Eve Services
(Dec 24). Donations are needed by the
dates listed above. Please bring your
donations to the church kitchen and label
as “December Treats”. Your help is
appreciated. Thank You!

GRACE CARES– CHRISTMAS CARDS
Grace Cares needs volunteers to personally deliver
Christmas cards and an ornament to those who don’t get
out and about much anymore. Cards will be ready to pick
up after worship on Sunday, December 8, before and after
worship. Cards just need to be delivered at your
convenience before
Christmas Day. We have
around 45 people on our
list, so any help you’re able
to provide is appreciated.
Thanks!

LIFE @ GRACE
“BLESSED BY GOD TO BE A BLESSING”

Many of you have returned your “Forward In Faith” [pink] card.
Thank you!! Your response shows an eagerness to be part of the
Big Things God will do in and through Grace UMC in 2020 and
beyond. If you’ve misplaced your card, there are more on the
narthex information table.
Everything we have comes from God’s hand and is a blessing
to us from God. Our response to God’s provision is most helpful
when it is rooted in contentment and thanksgiving. Those two
aspects are foundational for a “stewardship lifestyle.” A
stewardship lifestyle is one which realizes that our role is that of a
manager, a steward, who is accountable to God for the use of the
resources — time, talents and treasure — which God has
provided. There is no such thing as a “self-made” person.
That’s why our role is not one of ownership, but that of
manager, a steward, of what God has given to us. What’s the
difference between an owner and a manger? An owner has
rights; a manager has responsibilities. That’s why we hold our
possessions with an open hand — not a clenched fist — realizing
that everything is a gift from God.
In describing exactly how we are to do that, Jesus said,
“ . . . store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” (Matt. 6:20-21)
How do we lay up treasures in heaven? How do we seek first
God’s kingdom? How can we who have been blessed by God in
turn be a blessing? One of the primary ways is by giving to the
ministry of a local church, in our case, Grace United Methodist.
We do not give to prove anything or to earn anything. Rather, we
give out of joyful hearts that have been redeemed by God’s grace
and in loving response to all God has done, is doing, and will do!!
Thank you for giving of your time, of your talents and of your
treasure to the work of the Lord here at Grace UMC. Thank you
for following the pattern of Abraham who realized he had been
blessed by God to be a blessing to others. Thank you for seeking
God’s direction concerning your financial support of this ministry.
And thank you for being faithful to God as you covenant with God
concerning your giving in the future. We have indeed been
“blessed by God to be a blessing.”

HOSPITALITY COUNTER NOTICE:
Sunday morning January 5, 2020, before and
after church service we are having “Potluck”
treats. Please bring your favorite snacks, treats
or even holiday leftovers to share with friends and family of
Grace. Beverages will be provided as normal.
Thanks!
Brad & Marietta Johnson

Coming in January! The GriefShare Group will begin a new
cycle. GriefShare is a nationally recognized support program
featuring recognized experts on grief recovery topics. There are
12 weekly seminar sessions which include the following topics: “Is This Normal?”
“The Challenges of Grief,” “Grief and Your Relationships,” “Why?” and “Guilt and
Anger.” Anyone suffering from the loss of a friend or family member is welcome.
Here is what you need to know:
January 29, thru April 15, 6 - 8 PM (Fireside Room)
Workbooks $20, scholarships are available
Call the church office, talk to Sheryl Larson or Dorothy DeGroot to register.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

This special event will be held Saturday, December 7, from 9:3011:30 AM. in the Fellowship Hall. We’ll be having pancakes,
cinnamon rolls, bananas, juice, hot chocolate, milk & coffee.
Donations of cinnamon rolls, and drinks are needed. Sign up in
the Narthex. Families with kids are invited to visit Santa, put together a nativity
ornament, pick up books from the Rotary Book Sale, and each child may pick up
a gift from the church. Invite your neighbors & friends! Join in the fun!

SILENT AUCTION & MEAL
The Missions Team is planning a silent auction to raise funds for
missions on Sunday, Feb 9.
Donations for the auction are needed. The possibilities of what
you could do for the auction are endless. Talk to Gina Kohrs or anyone on the
Missions team if you need ideas. We saved extra baskets from the rummage
sale and will have them available in January if you’d like to make up a gift basket.
Donations are needed at the church by Sunday, January 26.
The silent auction items will be displayed Sunday, February 2, and bidding will
take place throughout the week beginning February 2, until February 9, at 12:12
PM. February 9th will be a special day to learn more about current mission
projects and during the meal, you’ll find out the winners of the silent auction.
GRACE GIVING TREE
Check out the ornaments on Christmas tree in the Missions Corner in the Narthex
and decide how you want to be involved. It’s easy to participate. You can
purchase gifts, mittens/hats/socks for preschoolers, or donate gift cards or
money. All donations are needed Sunday, December 8.
Here are your options:
1. Select tag(s) for gift(s) you’d like to purchase off the Christmas tree
located in the Narthex. Purchase and wrap the gift(s), then attach the tag
and receipt to the outside.
2. Purchase mittens, hats or socks for preschoolers, simply put them in the
basket provided.
3. Select tag(s) & buy gift cards (i.e. grocery stores, Walmart), take the gift
cards directly to the office so Pastor Paul can use them as individuals in
need are identified throughout the year.
4. Donate money, write “Grace Giving Tree” in the
memo line of your check and put it in the offering
plate.
Thank you for sharing God’s love and helping to make
Christmas brighter for our friends, neighbors and strangers!

MISSION
MISSIONS ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET

If you’re looking for a gift for someone who has
everything, consider giving an “Alternative Gift”
this year. The Mission’s Alternative Gift Market
offers giving a donation in someone’s honor
rather than a physical gift. Brochures are
available in the Narthex highlighting the
projects the Missions team selected this year.
You may place your order after worship in the
Narthex on Sundays, December 1, 8, & 15.
You will receive a
Christmas card with
a description of the
mission project to
give to the person/
people you are
honoring. It is really
two gifts in one - a
gift to the people it helps and a gift to the
person you honor. 100% of your gift reaches its
intended mission and ministry.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING
& CHANGE THE WORLD

The Missions team has decided that both the
Christmas and Change the World offerings will
be split between the Multi-Church Community
Assistance Fund and the church’s Grace
Caring fund. The Multi-Church Community
Assistance Fund creates centralized funding
for Spencer churches and designated
community sites to screen applicants for
assistance with housing costs and utility bills.
The Grace Caring fund is used by Pastor Paul
to assist people in Clay County with anything
from rental assistance to utilities to food
insecurity to transportation costs. You may
use the envelope enclosed in this newsletter or
indicate “Christmas” on the memo line of your
check. Your offering may be given any time in
December. May Jesus Christ be Praised!

SHESLER HALL - JANUARY 19

Save the date! The Missions team is
tentatively looking at taking a meal to Sioux
City and having dinner and a time of worship &
fellowship with the women of Shesler Hall
Sunday afternoon, January 19. We’ll be taking
down the paper products you’ve donated and
personal care products collected through the
Grace Giving Tree.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY & YOUTH

MISSION

BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS– DECEMBER 15

JUMP START - DONATIONS & VOLUNTEERS

The children’s preschool and elementary Sunday school
classes invite all young families with children (ages 0 to 6th
grade) to celebrate
Jesus’ birthday with a
party Sunday,
December 15, at
10:45 AM. Let’s
remember and
celebrate the reason
for the season.
Happy Birthday, Jesus!

Grace UMC distributed another meal bag to the 110 children in
the Head Start and Early Head Start program in November.
Your support for this ministry has been tremendous! Thank
you!

NO CHILDREN’S & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
DEC. 22 & 29

The children’s preschool and elementary Sunday school
classes will not meet Sunday, December 22, and 29. This
will allow teachers and kids extra time to celebrate the
holidays with their families. Adults should check with their
individual classes to see if they’ll be meeting on these
dates.

7TH – 12TH YOUTH– DECEMBER ACTIVITIES
Youth will be participating in church-wide activities:
Breakfast with Santa: Saturday, December 7, 9:3011:30 AM. Help with kid’s activities or cook breakfast.
Christmas Caroling and Soup Supper: Sunday,
December 22, at 4:00 PM; Soup at 6:00 PM; wear warm
clothing!

GRADUATING HS SENIORS – GET MONEY!!
The guidelines of the Hilda Josephine Blabaum
Scholarship state that it is offered first to “Members of
Grace United Methodist Church who are
graduating from high school… who plan to
receive further formal education.” That “formal
education” can be any form following HS. At
this time we have no idea how much money will
be available—if any. Apply by April 15.

CURRENT COLLEGE STUDENTS & GRADUATING
SENIORS

You are eligible to apply for an Elsie M. Stouffer Memorial
Trust Scholarship. This application process goes through
the office of the Northwest District of the
UMC. Here’s the place to get more
information and application materials:
https://northwest.iaumc.org/stouffertrust

December Grocery List FOR BAGS:

Donations needed December 10
 Box of Instant Mashed potatoes (15 oz.+)
 Stove Top stuffing
 Corn (UDMO donation – Not needed)
 Applesauce – plastic containers (20 oz.+)
 Fruit snacks
 Cereal
Pack Bags – Dec 18, at 4:45 PM in B38
Deliver Bags – Dec 19, at 3:30 PM

JANUARY GROCERY LIST FOR BAGS:

Donations needed January 10
 Tuna – 2 cans per family
 Tuna Helper
 Can of peas
 Can of peaches
 Granola bars
Pack bags – Jan 22, at 4:45 PM in B38
Deliver bags – Jan 23, at 3:30 PM

Thanks for helping to make a difference in the lives of these
families!

COLLEGE YOUTH
POST– HS STUDENTS- make your break profitable.
This is a great time to make application for grants for next
school year!! Check out https://iumf.org/scholarships/
Applications for Foundation scholarships is March 1 !!
Grace UMC is interested and
willing to host college students
for internships. These
internships can be summer or
during a term; they can be
months-long or weeks-long.
The content and direction of
the experience can be
determined by you and
negotiated with church staff
who will act in a supervisory
and mentoring capacity. Even
the payment can be negotiated. Contact Pastor Paul to
have a conversation!!

Grace United Methodist Church
311 2nd Ave West • Spencer, Iowa 51301
(712) 262-5970 • www.spencergumc.com
office@spencergumc.com
Worship Sundays 9:30 AM
Discipleship Growth 10:45 AM

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S.POSTAGE
SPENCER, IA 51301
PERMIT NO. 145

Return Service Requested

Pastor Paul Frederiksen
pastorpaul@spencergumc.com
Ministry Contacts:
Ad Council: Judith Olson
Staff Parish: Brian Fisher
Finance: Dennis Spooner
Trustee: Gary Small
Lay Leaders: John Rahn & Sandy Heerdt
Missions: Gina Kohrs
Worship: Cyndi O’Hara
Children’s Ministry:
Lisa Elliott & Sheryl Larson
Discipleship Coordinator: Jane Moen
Youth:
UMW: Sandy Heerdt
Stewardship: John Rahn
Missionary: Jubilee Project, TN

*Regular Scheduling

Sundays
9:30 AM Worship
10:45 AM Discipleship Growth for all ages
Wednesdays
5:30 PM to 6:15 PM PITSTOP Meal
6:06 PM to 6:30 PM Worship
6:35 PM Chancel Choir Practice
7:00 PM Bell Choir Practice

December 1: 1st Advent Sunday
Missions Alternative Gift Market
9:30 AM Worship
10:45 AM Adult Sunday school only
11:00 PM Pizza with the Pastor
December 2:
11:30 AM Fellowship of Widows
December 3:
6:45 AM Community Bible Study
3:30 PM 4H Training
5:15 PM PALS Board Mtg.
5:30 PM Grace Cares Mtg.
6:00 PM District Scout Mtg.
7:00 PM Troop 123
December 4:
9:30 AM Coffee @ Grace
1:15 PM Communion- Longhouse/Northshire
1:30 PM Adult Study
*Regular Scheduling
December 5:
9:00 AM Central Iowa Testing
10:00 AM Pastor Peer Group
2:00 PM UMW Meeting

5:30 PM Children’s Ministry Mtg.
6:00 PM Chair Yoga
December 7:
9:30 AM Breakfast with Santa
December 8: 2nd Advent Sunday
Missions Alternative Gift Market
*Regular Scheduling
10:45 Lay Leadership—Library
December 9:
7:00 PM Ad Council Mtg.
December 10:
6:45 AM Community Bible Study
7:00 PM Troop 123
December 11:
1:30 PM Adult Study
*Regular Scheduling
December 12:
9:00 AM D.O.T. Mtg.
9:30 AM Lydia Circle
6:00 PM Chair Yoga
December 13:
10:00 AM Central Iowa Testing
December 15: 3rd Advent Sunday
Missions Alternative Gift Market
Newsletter Deadline
*Regular Scheduling
December 16:
1:30 PM Central Iowa Testing
3:00 PM Sunset Program
December 17:
6:45 AM Community Bible Study

7:00 PM Troop 123
December 18:
9:30 AM Coffee @ Grace
4:15 PM Service of Longshadows
4:45 PM Jump Start bag packing
*Regular Schedule
December 19:
9:30 AM Ruth Circle
1:30 PM Mary Circle
3:30 PM Jump Start bag delivery
5:00 PM The Table Community Meal
6:00 PM Chair Yoga
December 22:
*Regular Scheduling
4:00PM Christmas Caroling
Giving Tree Tags are due
December 24: Christmas Eve
8:00 AM Family Gathering
3:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship
7:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship
December 25: Christmas Day
Grace Office is closed for the holiday
December 27:
10:00 AM Central Iowa Testing
December 28:
10:00 AM Worship Meeting
December 29:
9:30 AM Worship Service
4:45 PM Worship Longhouse/ Northshire
December 31:
Office closed at Noon

