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The newly-installed TVs in the narthex and nursery are showing what’s being 
projected on the screen in the sanctuary.  In both the nursery and the narthex, the 
sound is still coming through the sound system, not the TV. 
 

Why project worship to the nursery?  Families are frequently caught in a bind; 
wanting to spend time with their child/ren while having an experience of worship, 
too.  It is intended that having the visual and potential of auditory in the nursery 
will provide, if even subconsciously, a worship experience while, if the parents 
choose, spending time with their child/ren in the nursery. 
 

This need and opportunity was exposed as the Facilities Task Force was doing their work the past year. Pam 
Maurer was a member of that Task Force and took the idea home to Bob. They both saw the importance and 
potential of the project. They purchased and installed the TV in the Nursery.  Thank you, Pam and Bob.  “To God 
be the Glory!!!”   

 

Why project in the Narthex? “Aren’t you encouraging people to sit out there rather than the sanctuary?”  As 
pastor, one of my goals is to give people opportunity to worship. Fact is, people sit out there for a variety of reasons: 
quicker access to rest rooms; physical limitations/needs; sound clarity due to single-source (no echoing); and, it is my 
hope, that eventually we have people in the narthex who will act as hosts [and to some extent ‘security’] throughout the 
duration of the service of worship. For example, when someone leaves the sanctuary, we need to have the possibility 
of assistance, whether they look for a rest room or the nursery or are emotionally or spiritually upset. 
 

To be clear: If you are in the Narthex during worship, please be in a worshipful attitude and respectful of those 
who desire to worship. If you wish to chat, leave the Narthex, far enough to not be disruptive. 

 
Do you feel called to reach out, stretch up and lead worship or even give a message?  Here’s a couple opportunities! 
Pastor Paul will be out of town Sunday, December 29th. Great time to do Christmas carols and give testimony to the 
meaning of Christmas for you.  Also December 29th, Grace Church is scheduled to lead the brief worship services at 
both Longhouse and Northshire. This would be yet another great time to bring your 
family and celebrate Christmas with the residents.  Any interest in any of these should 
be shared with Pastor Paul. 
 
 Sunday, November 24, Sanctuary Decoration   
 Advent season will start Sunday, December 1.   
 Wednesday, December 18, at 4:00 PM is the Service of Long Shadows. 
 Sunday, December 22, late afternoon will be Christmas caroling 
 Tuesday, December 24, the services will be offered at 3:00 PM and 7:00 PM.                          

 Each service is unique. 
 

     Worship 

Devote yourselves to 
prayer, being watchful 
and thankful. 
          -Colossians 4:2  

Welcoming all people to know, grow, serve and share Jesus Christ. 



 Weekly, the Annual Conference sends 
a digital newsletter. The edition of 
October 4 included brief introductions 
to the three “Directors” of the Iowa 
Annual Conference. Here’s a bit from 
two of them. 
Rev. Dr. Jaye Johnson serves the 
Iowa Annual Conference as the 
Director of Congregational Excellence. 
His role is to look at revitalization. “The 
purpose of our office is to make God’s 
hope for the world real by preparing 
churches to multiply. What we mean by 
multiply is reach new people, reach 
more people for Christ.” That is done 
through four major strategies, which 
include congregational assessments, 
coaching, training for intentional interim 
pastors, and conflict transformation. 
That last one is especially interesting. 
Explaining that conflict is simply the 

presence of two or more ideas 
occupying the same space, Rev. 
Johnson says, 
“When we work with churches and they 
say they don’t like conflict, what they 
mean is ‘we don’t handle conflict well’. 
You see, every church has to have 
some level of conflict because if you 
don’t have some level of conflict, 
you’re not doing anything worth being 
conflicted about. Apathy is a bigger 
problem for our Church than 
conflict.”  
“How you choose to handle that 
conflict can be positive or negative, 
good or bad,” continues Rev. Johnson. 
“But the conflict itself is necessary and 
needed, and so we have been working 
with the conflict transformation folks to 
begin a training process to work with 
churches.” 

Rev. Bill Poland’s role is Director of 
New Communities of Faith. He helps 
develop new communities of faith. 
“That ranges from helping a 
congregation develop a new worship 
service for new people, to working with 
something called ‘faith expressions,’ 
which are fresh expressions of church 
for today’s culture,” he says.  
These new expressions are important 
because a large percentage of the 
population today is skeptical of church 
and unwilling to attend a traditional 
service. “We have to figure out a way 
to change the understanding that our 
goal is to get people into church and 
turn that around so we realize our goal 
is to get Christ into people.” 
      

   Pastor Paul 

Worship in November 
 

3 Communion; All Saints; Memorial Committee Annual Report 
 Bible:  Luke 19:1-10   
 Music: Sean Pulatie on piano;   
 

10 2nd Sunday of “Blessed to Be a Blessing” and “Change the World” 
 Bible:  Luke 20:27-38; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
 Music: Chancel Choir;  Sean Pulatie on piano 
   

17 3Rd Sunday of “Blessed to Be a Blessing” 
 Bible:  Luke 21:5-19; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
 Music: Bell Choir; Tom Fuchsen on organ 
  

24 Forward In Faith: Rejoice!!  Also Christ the King Sunday 
 Bible:  Luke 1:68-79; Colossians 1:11-20 
 Music: Chancel Choir; Sean Pulatie on piano 

The following “Circle of 10” and the “Rule of Three” are not new but it’s always good to have a reminder. The 
command to “go into all the world” starts by including those who are right here! 

 

YOU CAN WELCOME GUESTS AND ‘REGULARS’! 
Here are some ideas that might make it easier for you to welcome others to our church. Feel free to come up 
with other ideas or adapt these on your own. These are just to get you thinking about welcoming as a 
personal ministry, right there in the pew; and a lifestyle for our church. 
 

Circle of 10: Greet anyone, ‘regulars’ or guests, who come within ten feet of you. Make a special effort to greet the people you 
don’t already know within your Circle of 10.  
 

Rule of Three: Please do not talk to other ‘regulars’ for the first three minutes after the service. Talk to those you don’t know or 
people who may be guests.  
 

Why the “Circle of 10” and the “Rule of Three”?  It takes guests about three minutes to exit the church after worship if no one 
says anything to them. We can easily be so engrossed with existing relationships that a person new to Grace can leave with no 
one addressing them! 
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     Missions 

“BLESSED BY GOD TO BE A BLESSING” 
 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places.” (Ephesians 1:3) 
 

As managers and stewards of all that God has entrusted to us, we have been blessed abundantly. Though each of us has 
been blessed differently, all of us — without exception — have been and continue to be the recipients of God’s blessings.  
 

November ministries will include the stewardship emphasis entitled, “Blessed by God to be a Blessing.” We will consider how 
God has blessed us, the reasons for God’s blessings, and what our response might be to God’s goodness. 
 

Toward the beginning of November you will receive a special mailing from Grace UMC.  That envelope will include some 
details for you to consider.  There will also be special presentations by some of your peers, relating stories of the ministries 
you have, are and might continue to make happen. 
 

As you consider how God has blessed your life, please seek His direction concerning how you are able to cheerfully, 
generously, joyfully respond.  We have been “blessed by God to be a blessing.” Or as one anonymous author put it so 
succinctly, “The greatest blessing comes to the one who freely gives and expects nothing in return.” 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS GIFT 
 

The Missions Team will be offering the Alternative Giving 
Market again in December.  The Alternative Giving Market 
offers an opportunity to give beyond the ordinary by giving a 
gift to missions in someone’s honor rather than a physical gift.  
Consider what you might do this year to place Jesus at the 
center of your Christmas celebration.  Brochures highlighting 
mission projects will be available in the Narthex.  You may 
place your order in the Narthex on Sundays, 
December 8, and 15.  You will receive a 
Christmas card with a description of the 
mission project to give to the person/people 
you are honoring.  100% of your gift 
reaches its intended mission and ministry. 

GRACE GIVING TREE 
The Grace Giving Tree will go up early 
November.  Check out the ornaments on 
Christmas tree in the Missions Corner in the 
Narthex and decide how you want to be 
involved.  It’s easy to participate.  You can 
purchase a gift, mittens/hats/socks for 
preschoolers, or donate gift cards or money.   
 

Here are your options:  
1. Select tag(s) for gift(s) you’d like to purchase off the 

Christmas tree located in the Narthex. Purchase and wrap 
the gift(s), then attach the tag and receipt to the outside. 
Donations due December 8. 

2. Purchase mittens, hats or socks for preschoolers, simply 
put them in the basket provided. Donations are needed by 
December 8. 

3. Select tag(s) & buy gift cards (i.e. grocery stores, Walmart, 
gas station), take the gift cards directly to the office so 
Pastor Paul can use them as individuals in need are 
identified throughout the year. Donations are due 
December 22. 

4. Donate money, write “Grace Giving” in the memo line of 
your check and put it in the offering plate.  

 

Thank you for sharing God’s love and helping to make 
Christmas brighter for our friends, neighbors and strangers! 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA!  
The Missions team is planning a special Breakfast with 
Santa for kids and families on Saturday, December 7, from 
9:30 to 11:30 AM.  If you’d 
like to be part of this fun-
filled day, contact Gina 
Kohrs or anyone on the 
Missions team.  More details 
will be included in the 
December newsletter.  Mark 
your calendars now! 

SILENT AUCTION 
 

The Missions Team is planning a silent auction to raise funds for missions this winter.  We’re 
tentatively looking at Sunday, February 9. Here are a few ideas from the Missions team: knitting/
crocheting, cook a meal, bake a pie/dozen cookies a month for 6 months, woodworking project, 
themed gift basket, arts & crafts.  We saved a few baskets from the rummage sale if you’d like to 
make a gift basket.  The possibilities of what you could do for the auction are endless.   



 

CHANGE THE WORLD – UMCOR 
 

Thank you for donating $181.57 to Church World Service - 
Blankets as part of the Change the World offering in October.  
Blankets cost $10 per blanket so CWS will be able to 
purchase 18 blankets with the donation from Grace UMC. 
 

The Change the World offering will go to UMCOR in 
November.  United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives 
have been disrupted by war, conflict or natural disaster.  
UMCOR provides survivors not only 
temporary relief, but also long-term 
education, training, and support.  UMCOR 
provides humanitarian relief and disaster 
response to people in more than 80 
countries, including the United States. 

RUMMAGE SALE– HUGE SUCCESS!! 
 

THANK YOU TO ALL who helped with the set-up, worked the sale, or 
helped with clean up.  Thanks to all who donated items and to all who 
shopped or invited friends to shop!  Your help is appreciated.  The 
rummage sale is a great example of many, many people coming 
together a accomplishing a large task. We couldn’t do it without YOU!  
We raised $3,288.40.  The profits will all go to mission projects as 
determined by the Missions team!  Praise God! 

THE BANQUET  
 

We received this thank you from The 
Banquet: “Thank you for serving lunch 
on October 5th.  Your group served 246 
adults and 47 children.  The guests of 
The Banquet are grateful for your 
ongoing support.  God Bless!”    Thanks to Keith Bress for 
organizing and thanks to all who helped!   

UNITED METHODIST STUDENT DAY 
By giving to the Easter Pool offering in April, Grace UMC 
donated $146.36 to the United Methodist Student Day 
offering.  This offering helps United Methodist students 
continue their education and their faith journeys as they 
strive to make a difference in the world and discern what 
God has called them to do. 

JUMP START DONATIONS & VOLUNTEERS  
 

The Head Start families appreciate receiving a meal for the family with snacks each month. 
Interested in helping? We need people to: 1) donate food by the 10th of the month, 2) stock shelves & take inventory, 3) 
order & pick-up food as needed, 4) bag meals, and 5) deliver food to the Head Start building.  Contact Gina Kohrs or the 
church office if you can help.  Thank you for making a difference in the lives of the Head Start families! 
 
 

            NOVEMBER      DECEMBER  
Donations needed November 10   Donations needed December 10 
Bear Creek Soup     Mashed potatoes 
Saltines       Stove Top stuffing 
Green beans      Corn 
Peanut butter      Applesauce – plastic containers 
Fruit cocktail (UDMO – no donation needed) Fruit snacks  
Pack Bags – Nov 20 at 4:45 pm in B38  Cereal 
Deliver Bags – Nov 21 at 3:30 pm   Pack Bags – Dec 18 at 4:45 pm in B38 
        Deliver Bags – Dec 19 at 3:30 pm 

 



     Life @ Grace 

NEW ADDRESS 
Wanda Grote’s new address is: 
13810 Shepard’s Path #328  
Prior Lake, MN  55379.   
Feel free to jot her a note.  She’d love to hear 
from Grace friends. 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE AND CANDY DONATIONS  
As you bake for the holidays, consider donating 2-3 dozen cookies or 
candies or snacks (i.e. cheese & crackers, Chex Mix) to the church.  
With additional events and opportunities for hospitality in December, a 
supply of cookies or snacks is helpful.  Treat are needed throughout 
December.  Your help is appreciated.  Thank You! 

RAKING & PIZZA– NOVEMBER 3 
A Community Raking Day will be held Sunday, November 3rd 3:00-5:00 PM.  Interested 
in helping?  Great!  Just be at the church at 3:00 PM and bring a rake and a pair of work 
gloves if you can.  We will rake as many lawns as we are able based on the time available 
and the number and skills of volunteers on hand.  Volunteers of all ages welcome.  Parents 
are encouraged to make this a family outing and get kids and youth involved in mission 
work/helping others early!  We’ll have pizza for volunteers at 5:00 PM after we finish our 
work.   Making a difference in our own backyard and around the world! 

THANKSGIVING OFFERING 
 

The Thanksgiving offering is 
designated to United 
Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) which 
responds to disasters in the 
US and around the world.  
You may use the envelope 
enclosed in this newsletter or 
indicate “Thanksgiving” on 

the memo line of your check.  
The Missions team 
encourages you to consider 
God’s blessings in your life 
and offer thanks with a 
monetary donation this 
Thanksgiving.  Return your 
offering to the 
church by the 
end of 
November.   

COLLEGE CONNECTION 
 

The College Connections team recently 
sent a care package to college students.  
They received a card and gift card to 
Casey’s.  Please make sure we have your son’s or 
daughter’s address, so they don’t miss out on the December 

care package. 

GRACE CARES 
 

Grace Cares distributes care packages sometime during 
the fall, Christmas, Valentines, and Spring time to those 
who don’t get out and about much anymore.   We have     

45-50 people typically on our list.  We’d like these “care 
packages” personally delivered. To do this, we need YOUR help!  
The first care cards will be available November 3.  The second 
care package will be available December 8th.  In reaching out to 
others, you will be blessed.   

SAVE THE DATES 
Breakfast with Santa : 
 Saturday, December 7, 9:30 – 11:30 AM 
Service of Long Shadows: 
 Wednesday, December 18, at 4:00 PM 
Christmas Caroling:  
 Sunday, December 22, 4:00-6:00 PM 
Christmas Eve Worship: 
 Tuesday, December 24, 3:00 PM and 7:00 PM 

 
Thursday, November 21, 5 to 6 PM 

 

Thanksgiving Meal will be served 
 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Bring friends with you  
to this Free Thanksgiving meal.  

  

All are welcome. 

 

Grace UMC 

Office is Closed 

           On  

    Thursday 28
th

 

&  

    Friday, 29
th

 
 

In observance of  

Thanksgiving!

To my Grace Church family, 
 

Much love to our very good 
friends at Church.   
The very very best to all of 
you.  How I love you. 
 

Sincerely,  
Wanda Grote 

Daylight saving ends  
November 3, @ 2 AM.  
Turn your clocks back.   



     Life @ Grace 

A big welcome to Dawn Rasmussen as 
a new member of Grace UMW and 
Esther Circle.  We look forward to having 
Dawn walking side-by-side with us 
helping women, children and youth both 
near and far.  If you have a desire to do 
the same, visit with me or any other 
member. Not only do we work together to 
help others, we enjoy fellowship, worship, 
and spiritual growth. We currently have 
four circles that meet monthly and a 
general meeting that meets about seven 
times a year. 
 
As of this writing time, we are planning to 
host a Northwest Iowa District-wide 
Spiritual Growth Event here at GUMC 
on Monday, Oct. 28th.  This event is 
based on the Gospel of Mark. We are 
hoping for good attendance, pleasant 
weather, and meaningful experiences. 
 
Our slate of officers for 2020 was 
approved at our Oct. 3rd meeting with all 
current officers/coordinators accepting 

another year of service. Congratulations 
and THANK YOU to the many giving 
women who said “Yes” for the coming 
year.  
 
Our new subscription to response 
magazine (representing UMW) has 
arrived and the two duplicate magazines 
are set to go through a routing of officers 
and then will be available in the church 
library for anyone to check out.  
 
We also have a new selection of cards 
(floral, children, sympathy, and 
Christmas) available for gift giving.  Inside 
each card is a message that a gift of 
money has been given in your recipient’s 
name to help women, children, and youth 
around the world.  Any amount from $5 
up may be given and then you give the 
card to the recipient. Cards are available 
in the church office workroom in the 
drawer labeled “United Methodist 
Women”. 
 

Our local UMW is beginning the process 
of deciding how to distribute our treasury 
funds both near and far.  Each of our four 
circles are making a short list of 
suggestions to be considered at our next 
UMW meeting, which will be held on 
Thursday, Nov. 7th at 2 PM in the 
Fireside Room. We will work on 
programs, meeting dates, planning for 
2020, and treasury distribution - followed 
by coffee and refreshments provided by 
President Sandy Heerdt.  This meeting 
usually consists of just the Circle 
Chairpersons and UMW officers, but all 
members are welcome. 
 
** United Methodist Women shall be a 
community of women whose purpose 
is to know God and to experience 
freedom as whole persons through 
Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to expand 
concepts of mission through 
participation in the global ministries of 
the church. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Sandy Heerdt 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
Lou Reed 

Methodist Men will hold their breakfast meeting on Saturday, November 23, 
at 8 AM in the Wesley Room. 
The program will be presented by Dick (Slider) Gilmore and Charlie 
Gilmore.  Recently they had an amazing motorcycle trip in Europe.  They 
shipped their own motorcycles and used them to travel through several 
European countries. They invited local riders to join them.  Imagine the thrill 
and excitement riding through the European countryside and villages with 
sometimes up to 100 local riders following along behind. 
All men and women are invited to attend this meeting, and enjoy an 
amazing program along with good food and Christian fellowship.   

FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
The Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held 
Sunday, December 8, at 3 PM at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church.  All singers are invited to join one 
of the two community choirs and rehearsals being 
held Sunday or Thursday nights.  Singers may 
choose which choir fits their schedule or sing in 
both groups.  Rehearsals begin November 3, or 7, 
at 7 PM.  All rehearsals will be at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church weekly until the event.  Visit 
‘Spencer Messiah’ on Facebook. 

GRIEFSHARE 
Coming in January! The GriefShare Group will begin a new cycle.  GriefShare is a nationally recognized support program 
featuring  recognized experts on grief recovery topics. There are 12 weekly seminar sessions which include the following topics: 
“Is This Normal?” “The Challenges of Grief,” “Grief and Your Relationships,” “Why?” and “Guilt and Anger.” Anyone suffering 
from the loss of a friend or family member is welcome. Here is what you need to know: 
 

 January 29, through April 15, 6:00 - 8:00 PM 
 Fireside Room 
 Workbooks $20, scholarships are available  
 Register by calling the church office or talking to Sheryl Larson or Dorothy DeGroot 



     Life at Grace 

MEMBER NEWS & UPDATES 
 Baptism of Madalyn Maxine Westfall was October 6.  
 

Deaths: May the God of peace and resurrection be with loved ones of those listed… 
 Wendell Keir was confirmed here; then went to Des Moines in the mid-1960’s.  He suspended his membership at 
 Grace in the mid 1980’s.  We were privileged to provide funeral leadership for Wendell on the 1st of October. His wife 
 Sharron lives at 2106 1st Ave. E; Lot 26. 
 Larry Dotson is the son of Norma Dotson. His funeral was held Oct. 11th. 
 Wanda Eninger’s funeral was October 14. Daughter Dianne Binder is a member of Grace. 
 Frank Rose’s funeral was October 22. Lucille appreciates company at Riverview Heights. 
 Marion Posthumus’ funeral was on October 26.  Marion moved to Illinois to be closer to his daughter, Linda Curry 
 (13612 Fawn Dr., Bloomington, IL 61705), Jerrie Posthumus; 1010 Tremont St. Bourbonnais, IL 60914. 

ORIENTATION TO THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH & GRACE UMC 
Want to be more informed of Methodism?  Have questions about Grace UMC?  Wonder 
how and where your interests, skills, abilities can fit in to make Grace an even more 
empowered vehicle for the message of God’s love in Jesus Christ?   
 

Sunday, November 3, will be the 2nd “Pizza with the Pastor.”  Even if you came to 
the one in October, you’re welcome this time, too. We’ll cover some different territory.  We start about noon and quit at or 
before 1:30 PM.  Please, let us know if you plan to attend so we can have a ‘pie’ for you. 
 

While “Pizza with the Pastor” is not just for people intending to be received as members, if anyone would like to make that 
step of faith, we will include recognition whatever Sunday in December works for you.  

WORK DAY @ GRACE 
Let’s get the place ready for 
a long winter!! 
We’ll have a party 
atmosphere Saturday, 
November 16, as we host a 
“Work Day” at Grace UMC. 
We’ll start at 8 AM.  Lists will 
be posted, and have already 
been started.  There’s much 
cleaning inside and out; we 
need ceiling tile replaced; 
some touch-up painting 
would be great; and many 
other projects for the stout 
and strong as well as the 

encouragers.   
If you’re not able to attend 
the work day on the 16th, 
then come any time after that 
day and we’ll have ‘left-
overs’, tasks that we were 
not able to get to on the 16th.  
Hey!  If you know of or see 
something that needs to be 
done, you don’t have to wait 
until the 16th. Just do it! 

A few years ago a person of the parish brought to my attention author Joan Chittister, a speaker, 
theologian and social psychologist who lives in a Benedictine community in Pennsylvania. This month, 
when you have been so bountiful with expressions of appreciation for both Jane’s and my work and 
presence, I read this: 
If you can’t find your blessings where you are, don’t look for them elsewhere. As Hildegard of Bingen, 
abbess of the 12th century said, “Holy persons draw to themselves all that is earthly. It’s what we’re 
given to work with in life that are our real blessings.”  [Chittister, Listen with the Heart, p.6] 
 

Well, Holy Persons, God put us here for you “to work with in life” so we appreciate your willingness  
and commitment to do just that!!  Thank you for letting us be in ministry with you. 
   Jane and Pastor Paul 

CHILI COOK-OFF & PIE AUCTION  
GGT’s Annual Chili Cook-off and Pie Auction 
will be held Sunday, November 17.  Sign up 
starting October 27, & November 3, in the Narthex 
to enter your favorite chili recipe in the contest OR 
to bring pie for the auction or meal.  If you sign-up 
to bring chili, please bring a full crock pot.  A table 
will be reserved for you.  You are welcome to 
decorate your table as you wish and bring the 
appropriate condiments for your chili.  Chili will be 
served starting at 11:00 AM.  Cost is $5 for a 
bowl and for all the chili 
you want to eat.  The 
pie auction will be at 
12:15 PM. 
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     Children & Youth 

We are so grateful we are part of the community of Grace. Our 
thanks to everyone for the many prayers and thoughts, and 
acts of kindness we received over the last several months of 
Rich's illness and healing. Rich continues to work hard at 
therapy and recovery. He is making awesome progress.  As 
he says "Whoot" Whoot"! We also know that we are blessed 
by your continuing prayers and for that we are very thankful. 
Amazing Grace!  
 

God is Good.  
Rich and Becky Prentice and Family  

Thank you for all the cards, prayers, thoughts and kind words 
for us. We love our church family here at Grace and also hold 
all of you in our hearts. 
 

Dennis and Diane 

Thank you to the volunteers who delivered the Meals on 
Wheels for September.  They were Jim and Linda Casey, Jim 
and Mike Cullen, Jane Moen & Paula Harris, Nancy Bell and 
Lorraine Conley.  
  

Blessings, John Rahn 

CHILDREN MINISTRIES– AGE 3 TO GRADE 6 
Children’s Ministry has had as many as 13 children in 
Sunday School classes this fall.  Thank you to those who’ve 
made a commitment to bring kids and helping them grow 
their faith.  With additional people willing to help in classes, 
after the opening music and lesson, the group is split into two classes.  
One class has children ages 3 to Kindergarten and the other class 
has children grades 1 to grade 6.   Sunday school is held after worship 
10:45–11:45 AM.  All are welcome! 

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, no children’s Sunday 
School will be held on Sunday, December 1st.  This will 
give all families (teachers and yours) extra time to be 
together over the holiday weekend.  Adult classes will each 
determine whether to hold Sunday School class this Sunday.   

The children will be singing a Christmas song or two during 
worship Sunday, December 22.  We will start 
rehearsing those songs in November.  Please 
have your kids in Sunday School so they can 
learn the songs. 

Questions? Talk to Lisa Elliott or Sheryl Larson,           
co-leaders for Children’s Ministries. 

7 – 12 GRADE YOUTH– NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES 

COMMUNITY RAKING– NOVEMBER 3 
Join a group from Grace in raking leaves in the 
community.  We’ll meet at the church at 3:00 pm 
and work until 5:00 pm.  Afterward, we’ll have pizza 
together and finish up around 6:30 pm.  Bring a 
rake and work gloves.  Rain/snow date is November 
10 if the weather is bad on the 3rd. It’s FUN and 
GREAT to help others!  

HALLOWEEN PARTY 
Playing Wrap the Mummy, Boogie with Frankstein, 
and Fear Factor, and eating “worm” sandwiches, 
and “severed toes” were all part of the Halloween 
Party, October 13.  Thanks to the 35-40 people who 
came to the party and those who donated food!  A 
special thanks to Sheryl Larson, Heather Watson, 
Lorraine Conley, Riley Herman, Ezzy Castro and 
Pastor Paul for helping with games and activities.  
Thanks to Alison Herman, Nancy Hoffman and Jane 
Moen for planning the party!  Kids of all ages (1 to 
83) had a great time!  

     Discipleship 
WALK TO EMMAUS is returning to Spencer Grace UMC!!!   
That’s really big news for northwest Iowa and certainly for Grace. Walk to Emmaus is one of the premier experiences for a 
spiritual boost or awakening.  It is not limited to persons connected with United Methodist congregations. (In fact, in the 
Reformed tradition the similar retreat model is called Cursillo!) 
 

It’s not a “walk” at all!!  (You’ll have to read Luke 24 to discover where the name comes from.)  it’s a retreat. The Team and 
participants, called “pilgrims,” stay at the church from a Thursday evening through the following Sunday afternoon.  Others do 
all the presentations, cooking, cleaning, etc.  It will require you to take Friday off from work so mark your calendar now and we’ll 
let you know as soon as you can sign up.  
 

           DATES:    
July 9 – 13, 2020 is the Men’s Walk    —     July 16 – 20, 2020 is the Women’s Walk 

 

Want to know more? Here are some people who might give you an inkling of the Walk: Jane and Roger Ingledue, Linda 
Johnston, Valerie Watters, Sara and Dennis DeWitt, Jane Moen, Pastor Paul, Phyllis Sitter, Becky Prentice, Crystal Handy and 
Judi Calhoon.  (If your name should be added to this list, let me know!) 



     Discipleship  

Bishop Laurie is making a visit to every District during November. She’s going to be at the Storm Lake UMC Sunday 
afternoon, November 17, from 1 PM to 2:30 PM.  She’ll then go to the Southwest District for a time with those folks.  We’ll 
take the church van if there’s enough people. Eat your chili and be ready to leave by 12:05 PM. 

DIFFERENCE MAKERS– OCTOBER   
Congratulations!  We’d like to recognize eight Grace Difference Makers this month.  
 They are: Roger Ingledue 
  Jim & Linda Casey 
  Cyndi O’Hara 
  Pat & Paul Rausch 
  Gary Horning 
  Lorrie Huffman   
Roger is a spiritual leader who shares his faith freely with prayers!  Linda & Jim have spent many, many hours making 
the Grace building more welcoming and beautiful. Cyndi O’Hara is involved in many ministries and does it with a caring 
and gentle attitude.  Pat & Paul Rausch are people who’ve helped behind the scene (i.e. newsletter, The Table) for years 
at Grace.  Gary Horning delivers meals for The Table, folds monthly newsletters and always has a kind word for others.  
Lorrie Huffman has a gentle and caring heart and helps many people without them even knowing. The nominations forms 
are posted on the office window. Take time to read how these people have made a difference at Grace UMC! Thank you 
for being the hands and feet of Jesus! 
 

DIFFERENCE MAKER RECOGNITION  
The Adult Discipleship Team recognizes Difference Makers from Grace UMC each month.  Our goal is to inspire and 
equip grace-filled followers of Jesus Christ to make a difference wherever they are.  EVERYONE can be a Difference 
Maker! 
Simply pick up a nomination card from the Narthex or church office and tell us how you or someone at Grace UMC has 
made an impact or changed a life by welcoming all to know, grow, serve & share Jesus Christ.  Each month, names of 
individuals will be included in the church newsletter and nomination cards will be posted on the office window.   
Nominate someone by November 15, for recognition in December! 

THE PIT STOP 
MEAL is served 5:30 – 6:15 PM   

 Re-fuel your family with food & fellowship; come anytime between 5:30-6:15; freewill offering  
 The main entrees in November: Ham & Cheese Spaghetti Bake (Nov 6), Nachos (Nov 13), and Soup (Nov 20)  
 No meal will be served Wednesday, November 27 since Thanksgiving is the next day!  

WORSHIP is 6:06 – 6:30 PM 
 A brief time of worship to give you some mid-week inspiration. 

SMALL GROUPS – 6:35 PM & after 
 Chancel Choir – 6:35 – 7:30 pm 
 Hand Bell Choir – Set up @ 6:45 pm; Rehearsal @ 7:00 pm  
 Exploring the Bible – 7:30 pm in Room 233 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS 
 

The Adult Discipleship team will put together a 
Grace UMC devotional again for Lent 2020.  
You will receive more information about this 
project in January and what’s needed.  In the 
meantime, pay attention to the ways that God is 
at work in your life. 

UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONALS 
The Upper Room devotionals for 
November – December are now 
available in the Narthex.   



Pastor Paul Frederiksen  
pastorpaul@spencergumc.com  
 

Ministry Contacts:  
Ad Council: Judith Olson  
Staff Parish: Brian Fisher  
Finance: Dennis Spooner  
Trustee: Gary Small  
Lay Leaders: John Rahn & Sandy Heerdt  
Missions: Gina Kohrs  
Worship: Cyndi O’Hara  
Children’s Ministry: 
 Lisa Elliott & Sheryl Larson  
Discipleship Coordinator: Jane Moen 
Youth:  Zach O’Clair  
UMW: Sandy Heerdt  
UMM: Brad Johnson 
Stewardship:  John Rahn   
Missionary: Jubilee Project, TN  
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November 1 
9:00 AM  Central Iowa Testing 
November 2 
8:00 AM  Mission Ingathering @Cherokee  
November 3– Daylight Savings (fall back) 
Communion 
*Regular Scheduling 
12:00 PM  Pizza with the Pastor 
3:00 PM  Raking & Pizza 
November 4 
11:30 AM  Widows Fellowship @ church 
5:30 PM  Mission Mtg. 
November 5– Election Day 
6:45 AM  Community Bible Study 
5:15 PM  PALS Board Mtg. 
5:30 PM  Grace Cares Mtg. 
6:00 PM  District Scouts  
7:00 PM  Troop 123 
November 6 
9:30 AM  Coffee @ Grace 
1:15 PM  Communion @ LH/NS 
*Regular Scheduling 
November 7 
9:00 AM  Central Iowa Testing 

10:00 AM  Pastor with Peer Ministry Group 
2:00 PM  UMW Mtg. 
5:30 PM  Children’s Ministry 
6:00 PM  Chair Yoga 
November 10– Jumpstart food due  
*Regular Scheduling 
3:00 PM  PALS Mtg. 
November 11 
6:30 PM  Trustee Mtg. 
November 12 
6:45 AM  Community Bible Study 
6:30 PM  ADT Mtg. 
7:00 PM  Troop 123 
November 13 
*Regular Scheduling 
November 14 
6:00 PM  Chair Yoga 
November 15– Newsletter Deadline 
10:00 AM  Central Iowa Testing 
November 16 
8:00 AM  Church Work Day 
November 17 
*Regular Scheduling 
Blood Pressure Checks 
11:00 AM  Chili Cook Off 
12:15 PM  Pie Auction 
1:00 PM  Visioning with Bishop Laurie– St. Lake 
2:00 PM  GriefShare Surviving the holidays 
November 18 
1:30 PM  Central Iowa Testing 
3:00 PM  Program @ Sunset Apt. 
November 19 
6:45 AM  Community Bible Study 
7:00 PM  Troop 123 
November 20 
8:00 AM  Weighted Blanket Making 

9:30 AM  Coffee @ Grace 
*Regular Scheduling 
4:45 PM  Packing JumpStart Bags 
November 21 
3:30 PM  Deliver JumpStart Bags 
5:00 PM  The Table Community Meal 
November 23 
8:00 AM  Methodist Men Mtg. 
10:00 AM  Worship Mtg. 
November 24 
*Regular Scheduling  
Advent/Christmas Decorating 
November 26 
6:45 AM  Community Bible Study 
1:30 PM  Central Iowa Testing 
5:30 PM  GGT Mtg. 
6:30 PM  Esther Circle 
7:00 PM  Troop 123 
November 27 
6:35 PM  Choir Practice 
November 28 
Grace Church Office is closed for Thanksgiving 
November 29 
Grace Church Office is closed  

 

*Regular Scheduling 
Sundays 
  9:30 AM  Worship 
10:45 AM  Discipleship Growth for all ages 
Wednesdays 
  1:30 PM  Adult GIG with Lorraine 
  5:30 PM to 6:15 PM  PITSTOP Meal 
  6:06 PM to 6:30 PM  Worship 
  6:35 PM  Chancel Choir Practice 
  7:00 PM  Bell Choir Practice  
  7:30 PM  Adult GIG with Pastor 

Thank you, Lord, for our blessings. 

Be thankful in all circumstances, 
for this is God’s will for you who 
belong to Christ Jesus. 

Be thankful in all circumstances, 
for this is God’s will for you who 
belong to Christ Jesus. 

Be thankful in all circumstances, 
for this is God’s will for you who 
belong to Christ Jesus. 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 


