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Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.
~ John 14:6
I am writing this the week after we heard, in Sunday worship, Luke 9:51-62. It’s a story of Jesus extending invitations to
follow him and the people give various responses. On the one hand, I like the story. I, like the biblical characters Jesus
invited, I used all of my excuses before saying, “yes.” I heard ‘the call’ at 14 years old and started seminary a mere 16
years later. That takes a lot of excuses!!
“Schindler’s List” is a story of call and response, too. Here’s an article as I received it:
Jesus reminds us that our past is in the past. How we respond from this moment forward is what counts.
Consider the story of Oskar Schindler, who was featured in the 1993 movie Schindler’s List. He was an
enthusiastic member of the Nazi Party in the early 1930s. Yet, gradually he became convinced that the over
1,000 Jewish employees in his factories deserved to be saved from Hitler’s murderous plans. He paid large
bribes and went to great extremes to keep “his” Jewish workers safe. His lifesaving work is cherished by the
State of Israel. They honored him with the title “Righteous Among Nations.” Schindler is buried in Jerusalem,
where his gravestone reads (in German) “The Unforgettable Lifesaver.”
Oskar Schindler had the potential to do great harm by being part of a political party dedicated to anti–
Semitism. His initial response of “no” to compassion and caring toward the suffering of others evolved into an
astonishing “yes” that saved lives.
We are asked to say yes to God and to trust that God can use our gifts and our efforts. God is not asking us to
judge whether we are worthy or whether we have the correct skill–set for the challenges ahead.
God can use our “yes”; God will use our willingness and our desire to serve. Let us say yes and leave the rest
to God.
“How we respond from this moment forward is what counts.” Oskar’s story might be similar to yours already. Or
maybe your redemptive chapter is yet to be lived. Either way, know that every “yes,” to God’s call or to humans and even
organizations, institutions, clubs, groups… every “yes” carries within it many “no’s.”
The same is true, of course, for groups – even the church! There are more worthy and deserving projects, ministries
and needs than we can respond to. In fact, God does not expect us to do everything. But God does expect us to engage
in that which we have been provided the resources to address. The important thing is that once that “yes” has been
determined we give our best effort.
One way to know if you’re swimming with Christ or against Christ? Seldom does Jesus ask or expect us to do the
easy thing. Frequently we will be expected to do that which is hard, perhaps even unpopular, and difficult. After all, if it
were easy, God wouldn’t need YOU!
Allow your faith to inform each of your responses. Then? GO FOR IT!

Worship
August 25th we want to recognize
people who have been members of
Grace Church for a long time, even
before it was United Methodist; even
prior to building the new sanctuary and
before the new Education wing. We will
recognize people who have been
members 21 -30 years; 31 to 40; 41 to
50; 51 to 60 and 60 or more!! If you’ve
been a member here, then moved away
then, you returned to the area and
Grace Church, figure out your
cumulative number of years.

What good is “vision”? No, I’m not
talking sight. Not literally, anyway.
Why is it important to have a vision of
ministry; of life; of purpose? It seems
we were given an example lately. You
see, leadership groups of Grace UMC
are encouraged to pray and listen;
identify God’s voice and direction.
So two years ago, as we sought to
listen to God’s direction, the Worship
Work Area had a vision of a space at the
front of the church that was flexible,
offering space for bells, instruments and
vocalists. We realized the “choir loft,”
which was actually so low and hidden
behind the Table that a full 1/3rd of the
space was unusable, was large!! Raising
it would offer dynamic space adaptable
to various purposes. BUT, the cost was

not something we could justify with the
myriad other needs of this huge facility.
But the idea persisted.
Until the family of Theresa Paulsen
inquired of possible memorials. Yes, they
would get a banner. (Their cousin Peggy
Palm’s suggestion. ) But was there any
thing more they could do? In the process
of conversation, lifting the choir came up
and they loved the idea and understood
the need and possibilities. By the time
you read this, much of the work will be
done; the choir “pit” will be a “music and
arts area” for the enhancement of
worship; the chancel platform will be
accessible; and you may not even see
any difference! That’s the importance of
vision.

{I said at the beginning of the summer that I’d preach on requested topics. So far I have yet to have a topic requested.
Well, time’s a wastin! Let me know. Paul
WORSHIP in August
August 4
Communion AND Baptism!!
Scriptures
Colossians 3:1-11
Music
Sean Pulatie
August 11
Very special service! Pianist Sean Pulatie, possibly with assist from guitar players Dave Kimball and
Roger Ingledue, will bring a message based on one of his favorite songs.
Special:
“Change” the World Offering.
Music
Sean Pulatie
August 18
We’ll do school blessings! Of backpacks, students, teachers, staff and families.
Scriptures
Psalm 80:1-2 & 8-19
Music
Tom Fuchsen
August 25
Let’s celebrate the people who have been part of Grace Church for a long time!!
Scriptures
Jeremiah 1:4-10 & Psalm 71:1-6
Music
Sean Pulatie

Life @ Grace
GRACE CARE BAGS
Grace Cares will be putting together “Grace Cares Bags”. The
bags will contain items such as toothpaste, toothbrush, breath
mints, Kleenex, deodorant, comb, devotional/prayer booklet,
pad of paper, pen, etc. The bags will be available in the office
and given to people who make unexpected trips to the hospital
or depending upon needs, people who are homeless and need
the basic necessities of life. If you’d like to donate items for the
bags, please sign up in the Narthex.

SUMMER WORSHIP @
EAST LEACH PARK – AUGUST 14

The final picnic and worship at the park will be held
Wednesday, August 14, at 5:30 PM. We’ll be at the open
shelter at Leach Park. Sloppy joes, chips, beverages and
tableware will be provided. Please bring a salad, appetizers,
or dessert to share with others. We look forward to seeing you
there! What connections can you name between volleyball
and discipleship?!?!

Life @ Grace
MEMBERSHIP:
We would like to thank you for your prayers and so
many acts of kindness, since Al had his stroke. His
recovery has been remarkable!
Counting our blessings,
Andis family
I would like to thank you all for the cards, visits, food
and the prayer shawl I received while I was at
Northshire and then at home recovering.
Fran Koch
GUMC,
A very belated ‘Thank you” for all
prayers, get well greetings, calls, food
and visits from our GUMC Church
family during and after my surgery.
Good wishes truly help with healing.
Blessings to all,
Sylvia Schoer

Births:
Madalyn Maxine Westfall, daughter of Toshia & Pat Wesfall.
Baby sister to Vivian & Samuel Westfall. Born July 1, 2019.
Deaths:
Marjorie Ann Lorenzen passed away on July 5, 2019.
Mark Janssen passed away on July 11, 2019.
Weddings:
Kaleb & Gabby (Huss) Vanderpool (July 13, 2019)

Delores & Bob Barringer has
presented a framed documentary of
Bible genealogy from Adam to Jesus.
It is given in honor of Virginia
Bellows and the members of her
Wednesday Bible Study Class, which
started in July 1994 and continued for
over 20 years.

Time marches on!! 2019 CHURCH
CONFERENCE is scheduled for Sunday,
October 27, from 3-5 PM. This is the
annual business and celebration event of a
United Methodist Church. You are each and
all invited. We will be hosting other area
churches as we come together to consider
our individual and shared ministries.

Discipleship
PIT STOP
The Pit Stop meal and worship will start again Wednesday,
September 18. The meal is served 5:30 – 6:15 PM and worship
is 6:06 – 6:30 PM. Last year, we had 8 crews rotate
responsibilities for preparing the weekly meal. In August, we will
set up new crews of people to serve Pit Stop meals. We need
people willing to serve as leads, as well as people to be on a
crew. If you served on a crew last year, simply contact your
crew lead to indicate whether you’ll be able to continue this year.
If you haven’t been a part of a crew and would like to help fix
meals on Wednesday, please sign up in the Narthex. It’s a great
way to get to know others in the church!
The United Methodist Church is not
hierarchy. The people make decisions,
not individuals holding a particular
office. In fact, Annual Conference and
[once-every-four-years] General
Conference have equal representation
of laity and clergy. Yes, it would be
more efficient to have fewer people
involved in decisions, but our way of
being the church depends on Matthew
18:20…
“For where two or three are
gathered in my name, I am there among
them.”

END OF LIFE PLANNING/ FINANCES OF CAREGIVING
CLASSES

The Iowa State Extension office will be presenting “End of
Life” classes on all the Tuesdays in October (1, 8, 15, 22,
29) from 5:30 – 7:30 PM. Topics will include retirement
planning, wills, living wills, paying for care (long-term care
insurance, Medicare, Medicaid), and effective
communication with family. Cost is $25 for individuals and
$30 for couples. ($10 of registration fee is being paid by
Foundation funds.) Registration materials will be available
in August. If you have questions, contact Jane Moen.

Each of us has a different experience of
God and it is in the midst of sharing our
perspectives that we each attain a more
complete, and bigger, concept of God.
Therefore, it may be necessary for YOU
to give YOUR time and commitment to
allow YOUR experience of God to shape
the United Methodist Church. Here are
some positions just waiting for your
affirmative answer. Check it out. https://
northwest.iaumc.org/
newsfromtheNorthwest Questions?

DISPLAY WINDOW has
new coordinator!
Patty Jones has consented
to schedule displays for the
window near the office. If you have
something you’d like to display, contact
the office or talk to Patty.
It’s also fitting to say “Thank You” to
Delores Barringer for coordination of
those displays for the past three years.
What a fun time it has been to see the
ways people have found to provide
color, clarity, meaning and
connections. Good work, Delores.

Discipleship
“WE’RE COMING TO GET YOU!”
The Lay Leadership & Development Team, also known
as “Nominating,” is looking for gifted people to provide
leadership of ministries. We do not look for people to
“get back at them” from when they were on
Nominations! (Oh, such conversations DO happen,
though.) One way for you to deepen your faith is to
give it some light, air and exercise. But don’t wait for
us get hold of you; step out and let us know what and
how much you’re willing to dedicate to ministries within
the church. We would not mind one little bit if every
position was filled with people who just came forward!!
Members of that Lay Leadership & Development Team
are: Becky Prentice, Carol Fisher, Rick Geidl, Dorothy
DeGroot, Bailey Meyer, Mitch McCann, Lay Leader –
John Rahn & Pastor Paul.

SPIRITUAL RETREATS
Looking for opportunities to become spiritually renewed? Consider one of the following retreats:

FIVE-DAY ACADEMY FOR SPIRITUAL FORMATION

Creation’s Invitation to Holy Ground: Weaving God’s Love and Justice in Community, September 29,-October 4, Cost$750 (Scholarships available to assist with costs.), Shalom Spirituality Center, Dubuque, IA. Provides an opportunity for both
clergy and laity to draw close to a loving God. A retreat following a daily rhythm of prayer, learning, silence, worship, and
reflection. Daily teachings by gifted spiritual leaders to deepen our walk with God. Intentionally Christian community to share
with and encourage one another. Registration deadline September 15. Contact Jane Moen or Pastor Paul for more
information.

WALK TO EMMAUS

Walk to Emmaus is a three-day retreat that will take you away from the distractions of life and allow
you to refocus on your faith. You’ll be immersed in a Christian community. The activities and
discussions will encourage you to live out your faith in new ways.



Men’s Walk: October 10-13, at First UMC in Ankeny
Women’s Walk: October 17-20, at First UMC in Ankeny

If you are interested in learning more about the Walk to Emmaus, contact the church office, so we can arrange for you to meet
someone who has already experienced a Walk. Applications are available in the office. You’ll come away from the weekend
with a renewed sense on energy and commitment to your faith.

United Methodist Women
Sandy Heerdt

Our next general UMW meeting will be
Thursday, August 1, in the BenTena Room.
Prayer Shawl ministry is at 10 AM; then the
business meeting at 10:30 AM followed by
coffee cakes and refreshments provided by
the four circles. Come join us in August!

Discipleship
APPLYING BIBLE PRINCIPLES
Money is a neutral commodity, a means of exchange. It is neither inherently good nor evil. But a wrong view of money can
become a problem to us.
In 1 Timothy 6:9-10, scripture warns about the dangers of a determination to get rich:
“But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that
plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil; and in their eagerness to
be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.”

When we have a consuming desire to get rich, when we are obsessed with money so that it becomes the focus of our time
and attention, then we have made it the number one priority in our lives. In that spot, it replaces everything, including God.
We begin to find our security in money, not in God and in God alone.
However, when our view of God is right and our view of money is right, we will realize that money cannot buy security;
money cannot purchase happiness; money cannot guarantee peace or joy or contentment. God alone can provide these
essentials as we “ . . . strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness.”
In his book, The Gift of Giving, Wayne Watts said this: “God always lovingly instructs us in the path that is in our best
interest and which will bring us the greatest happiness in life. Therefore, for our good, God instructs us to put Him first in all
things, and this includes how we use our money.”
How do you view money? Is it at the center of your life, perhaps replacing God’s rightful role? And equally important, how
are you using the money God has given to you to advance His kingdom and His righteousness?

Children, Youth & Family Ministries

–

Children, Youth & Family Ministries
CHILDREN AND YOUTH ACTIVITIES
Thanks to ALL who contributed to Vacation Bible School this
summer! The prayers, food donations, helpers and leaders
all contributed to the success of our 3-day event July 8-10.
A special thanks to our leaders and helpers: Lisa Elliott,
Sheryl Larson, Jamie Horning, Lois Whalen, Riley Herman,
& Erika Amendt; kitchen crew: Phyllis Sitter, Sandy Thomas,
Val Watters, & Jane Moen; and support troops: Paul
Frederiksen, Bailey Swanson, Dan & Paula Harris, & Dave
Decker, Kay Clancy. Thanks also to Connie Swan and the
Ruthven United Methodist Church for loaning decorations
for the safari theme!! The number of kids who participated in
VBS increased to 22 kids this year. If you took time to invite
a neighbor or friend, thank you! Your personal invitations do
make a difference!

A goal is to increase the number of classes/activities for
children & youth as well as the number of people involved in
Children’s and Youth Ministries this next year. Please
consider how YOU might be able to help out….teach or
assist with Sunday School (preschool to adult), offer activities
for 5th and 6th grade kids, lead a time of music for SS kids,
serve on the Children’s Ministry team, or simply make a
commitment to helping your kids grow spiritually by coming
to worship and participating in Sunday School or small
groups/GIGs. If you’d explore ways you can actively
participate with children and youth, contact Sheryl Larson,
Lisa Elliott, Alison Herman, Nancy Hoffman or Jane Moen.

COLLEGE STUDENTS AND PARENTS–
UPDATE ADDRESS INFORMATION

In August, the youth (grades 7-12) will make a road trip to
Des Moines and go to the State Fair, attend a King &
Country concert, and visit the Blank Park Zoo. If you’d like to
be a part of planning activities for youth this next school year,
please contact Alison Herman, Nancy Hoffman or Jane
Moen. The Youth Advisory Council will meet in August.

With fall classes just around the corner, please e-mail
(office@spencergumc.com) or call (262-5970) the church
office with your current contact information by Monday,
August 19. We need your college address, e-mail address,
phone number and birth date. This information will be used
by the church office to send the church communications (i.e.
newsletter) and by the College Connections group to send
care packages and keep in touch. If you’d like to be a part
of the College Connections ministry, contact Paula Harris or
Jane Moen. Thanks!

7TH– 12TH YOUTH SUMMER ACTIVITIES
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Mission
MISSIONS INGATHERING
The 2019 Annual Mission Ingathering will be held Saturday,
November 2, 2019. Ingathering brochure is available at the
back of the sanctuary and in the office. Last year, we
donated 52 kits to the Ingathering. Let’s see if we can
increase the number of kits to 60. If each family, committee,
GIG or Circle put together a couple of kits, we should easily
accomplish this goal. The Dedication of Ingathering Kits
will be held on Sunday, October 27, so all kits must be
turned in by that date. The Mission Ingathering will be
held Saturday, November 2, in Cherokee.
MISSIONS MARKET
The Mission Market is now available outside the church
office. If you have extra produce you’d like to donate,
please bring it to the church. Any freewill donations given
for the fruits and vegetables will go to mission projects.

JUMP START – MEAL BAGS
Thank you so much for contributing to meal bags for Head
Start families this past year! It does make a difference in
their lives. We will not be doing meal bags in August since
the school year is just getting underway! Our next packing
date will be Wednesday, September 18, at 4:45 PM.
MISSIONS RUMMAGE SALE - OCTOBER
Just a reminder that the Missions Rummage Sale will be
held Friday, October 11, and Saturday, October 12. As
you do your summer cleaning, please keep this in mind and
set aside “gently used” items for
the sale. Donations will be
accepted beginning Sunday,
October 6. More details will be
available in the October
newsletter.

Mission
GOLDEN CROSS OFFERING
The Golden Cross offering supports many important health
and healing ministries conducted by Iowa United Methodist
Churches such as free medical and dental clinics. The fund
also provides small grants to churches that need to create
handicapped accessible ramps and facilities. These are
just a few examples of important ministries that are enabled
by your generous support. You’ve already given $146.36 to
the Golden Cross offering through the Easter Pool Offering.
Thank you!

One of our Jump Start packing crew. Thanks.

STUDENT SCHOOL KITS
With school supplies on sale in August, this is a GREAT time to purchase supplies for the Midwest Distribution Center
School Kit. Here’s a list of items in the school kit:
• 3 Notebooks, 1 subject spiral 8” X 10 ½ “
• 1 eraser - 2” or longer
• 1 pair of blunt scissors (metal, round tips only)
• 1 - 12” or 30 cm metric ruler (sturdy or flexible material accepted)
• 1 hand pencil sharpener
• 1 box of 24 crayons (ONLY 24)
1 box of 12 colored pencils
• 6 unsharpened pencils with erasers
All school supplies need to be put in 2 gallon re-sealable plastic bags. Bags are available in the
Missions Corner in the Narthex. If you’d like to sew school bags for your kits, please pick up a
pattern in the church office. Fabric for school bags is also available.
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Pastor Paul Frederiksen
pastorpaul@spencergumc.com
Ministry Contacts:
Ad Council: Judith Olson
Staff Parish: Brian Fisher
Finance: Dennis Spooner
Trustee: Gary Small
Lay Leaders: John Rahn & Sandy Heerdt
Missions: Gina Kohrs
Worship: Cyndi O’Hara
Children’s Ministry:
Lisa Elliott & Sheryl Larson
Discipleship Coordinator: Jane Moen
Youth: Zach O’Clair
UMW: Sandy Heerdt
Stewardship: John Rahn
Missionary: Jubilee Project, TN

August 19:00 AM UMW Prayer Shawl Mtg.
10:00 AM UMW Mtg.
5:30 PM Children’s Ministry Mtg.
5:00 PM Ice Cream Float giveaway
6:00 PM Chair Yoga
August 4– Communion Sunday
9:30 AM Worship
August 511:30 AM Wellness Group
5:15 PM SPRC Mtg.
5:30 PM Mission Mtg.
August 66:45 AM Community Bible Study
5:15 PM PALS Board Mtg.
5:30 PM Grace Cares Mtg.
6:30 PM ADT Mtg.
6:00 PM District Boy Scout Mtg.
7:00 PM Troop 123
August 77:30 AM Business Before Hours Mtg.
9:30 AM Coffee @ Grace
1:15 PM Communion @ LH/ NS

August 8Pastor Paul & Jane out of office
Youth @ Iowa State Fair
5:00 PM Ice Cream Float giveaway
6:00 PM Chair Yoga
August 9Pastor Paul & Jane out of office
Youth @ Iowa State Fair
August 119:30 AM Worship
August 126:30 PM Trustee Mtg.
August 136:45 AM Community Bible Study
7:00 PM Troop 123
August 145:30 PM Worship in the Park– East Leach
August 15– Newsletter Articles Due
6:00 PM Chair Yoga
August 188:45 AM Blood Pressure Checks
9:30 AM Worship
10:35 AM Blood Pressure Checks
August 193:00 PM Program at Sunset

August 206:45 AM Community Bible Study
7:00 PM Troop 123
August 219:30 AM Coffee @ Grace
August 226:00 PM Chair Yoga
August 2410:00 AM Worship Meeting
August 259:30 AM Worship
4:00 PM 4H Mtg.
August 267:00 PM Ad Council
August 276:45 AM Community Bible Study
5:30 PM GGT Mtg.
6:30 PM Esther Circle
7:00 PM Troop 123
August 289:00 AM Weighted Blankets
August 296:00 PM Chair Yoga

