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“Welcoming all people to know, grow, serve and share Jesus Christ.”
TREE ROOT SYSTEMS
Tree roots serve a variety of functions for the tree. Roots absorb and transfer moisture and
minerals as well as provide support for the above ground portion. There are two basic types of
roots, woody and nonwoody.
Nonwoody roots are found in the upper few inches of soil. The primary function of these
roots is to absorb water and nutrients. These are often called feeder roots.
Woody roots are large lateral roots which form near the base of root and stem (the root
collar). The primary purpose of these roots is support and anchorage for the tree. They also
provide water and mineral transport as well as carbohydrate storage. These roots are distinct
for each tree species and provide the framework for the tree's root system. The general direction for this framework is
radial and horizontal. These roots are located 8 to 12 inches below the soil surface and can extend 4 to 7 times the drip
line of the tree. These roots are perennial and show annual growth rings, which is why many tree roots eventually become
exposed.
Another type of root is the adventitious root. These roots will often form spontaneously at the root collar from large
woody roots. Although it is not known exactly what causes their formation, they usually develop as a result of injury.
There are many misconceptions about root growth in trees. Horizontal root spread is one of the more important. It is
often said that the majority of feeder roots are concentrated at the dripline of the tree. Roots extend to that distance and
much farther. Studies have shown root spread to be 4 to 7 times the dripline distance (radius) of the tree.
Another misconception is root depth. Roots will grow wherever the environment is favorable. They require water,
oxygen, minerals, support, and warmth. These requirements are usually found in the upper few feet of soil. Roots rarely
grow below four feet although there are numerous cases stating the opposite. The major portion of a tree's root system is
in the top few inches of soil. This makes it easier to understand why trees can be easily uplifted during wind storms or
other soil disturbances.
(From article at: https://hortnews.extension.iastate.edu by Sherry Rindels, ISU Department of Horticulture)
is the root system beneath a Christian’s visible, relational life. We know that just as a tree is tossed
D
about, blown first one way then another, our lives also get “blown around.” That relationship you have with God (or
ISCIPLESHIP

whatever you choose to call that Power Greater Than Yourself) can provide some amount of stability and anchoring for
those stormy times of life.
In fact, you also know that sometimes a storm can be so great that even the great trees with deep and connected
roots can be challenged or even toppled. But that is much less likely to happen if you’re in the midst of a forest! That
forest is not only a personal relationship with God, it is also important to be in the company of other Christians with whom
to have conversation, prayer and active devotional life.
In this newsletter numerous ways are detailed how you can become more intimate with God and increase your
familiarity with your own spiritual journey. Sink your roots!!

Worship
This is the season when new leaders begin serving in their
capacity. Here’s a list of great attributes for Christian leaders:
1. BE a growing disciple of Jesus Christ.
2. Be committed.
3. Serve with passion.
4. It’s about God; not you.
5. ‘Church’ is a Team activity!
6. Be brave! Be bold!

“What is Your Gift?”

STEWARDSHIP STORY

Bill Wilson is pastor of an inner New York City church. His mission field is a very violent place. He has been stabbed twice
as he ministered to the people of the community surrounding the church. Once a Puerto Rican woman became involved in the
church and was led to Christ. After her conversion she came to Pastor Wilson and said, “I want to do something to help with the
church’s ministry.” He asked her what her talents were and she could think of nothing--- she couldn’t even speak English--- but
she did love children. So he put her on one of the church’s buses that went into neighborhoods and transported kids to church.
Every week she performed her duties. She would find the worst-looking kid on the bus, put him on her lap and whisper over and
over the only words she had learned in English; “I love you. Jesus loves you.”
After several months, she became attached to one little boy in particular. The boy didn’t speak. He came to Sunday school
every week with his sister and sat on the woman’s lap, but he never made a sound. Each week she would tell him all the way to
Sunday school and all the way home, “I love you and Jesus loves you.”
One day, to her amazement, the little boy turned around and stammered, “I---I---I love you too!” then he put his arms
around her and gave her a big hug. That was 2:30 on a Sunday afternoon. At 6:30 that night he was found dead. His own
mother had beaten him to death and thrown his body in the trash. “I love you and Jesus loves you.” Those are some of the last
words this little boy heard in his short life—from the lips of a Puerto Rican woman who could barely speak English. This woman
gave her one talent to God and because of that a little boy who never heard the word “love” in his own home, experienced and
responded to the love of Christ.
What can you give? Every person has something in our lives which, if given back to God, could put another stone on the all
-inclusive wall of God’s love, building it higher and higher until that day when all God’s people are gathered together.

Worship

Sunday Feb. 3 (a.k.a. “Super Bowl” Sunday) Communion
Music: Sean Pulatie on the piano
Wed. Feb. 7

5:30 PM

Pit Stop

Sunday Feb. 10- Denny Klatt will bring the message
Music: Chancel Choir, Sean Pulatie on the piano
Wed. Feb. 13

5:30 PM

5:30 Pit Stop

Sunday Feb. 24
Music: Chancel Choir & Sean Pulatie on the piano
Wed. Feb. 27

If you ordered a magnetic name tag
this fall, name tags are now available in the Narthex.

Name Tags

Pit Stop

Sunday Feb. 17– “What God Is Up to in the Dominican Republic”
Music: Javotte McCarty on the piano
Wed. Feb. 20

NAME TAGS

5:30 Pit Stop

CHANGE THE WORLD
Thank you for
your donations
of $159.85 to
The Table in
January.

MISSION news
UMCOR SUNDAY
Our church is collecting the UMCOR
SUNDAY offering in February.
Join United Methodists everywhere
by participating in this special
offering that supports United
Methodist Committee On Relief’s
(UMCOR) vital work. Your gifts to
the UMCOR Sunday offering lay the
foundation for the United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to
share God’s love with communities
everywhere.
You can be assured that when
catastrophes cause suffering, your
church, impelled by Jesus' love and
compassion, will be in the lead to
ease the pain. UMCOR is known
not only for responding when
disasters strike, but also know for
staying to assist survivors in
rebuilding their lives. From
responding in disaster, fighting

hunger, alleviating poverty, providing
relief supplies around the world and
offering hospitality to immigrants and
JUMP START – FEB & MARCH BAGS
refugees, we are hope for millions
Here’s the list of food needed for the February and
around the world.
March bags.
UMCOR will be able to offer aid in
Donations needed February 10: Bear Creek soup,
Jesus’ name to those who suffer
peanut butter, saltine crackers, and microwave
because United Methodists give
popcorn.
through UMCOR Sunday. In fact,
it’s your generous giving that allows Donations need March 10: Pizza crust mix, pizza
us to respond when disaster strikes. sauce, pepperoni, small container of parmesan
cheese, cereal, and fruit snacks.
Gifts to this offering underwrite
UMCOR's "costs of doing business." Check the board next to the donation cart near the
That helps us keep our promise that office to see the tally of what foods are still needed.
100 percent of every other gift you
In February, we will pack the bags Wednesday,
make to a specific UMCOR project
Feb 13, at 4:45 p.m. in Room B38. We will
can be spent on that project ⎯ not on deliver the bags to Head Start that same
home office costs. Please join
afternoon.
United Methodists world-wide by
Thank you for making a difference in the lives of
making a special offering to support
these 92 children & their families! Your generosity
UMCOR’s humanitarian aid. Please
is appreciated!

NEW! ALTERNATIVE GIFT
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Do you have friends or family members who
have everything they need? The Missions
Team will be offering the Alternative Gift
Market for birthdays and anniversaries in
2019. The Alternative Gift Market offers an
opportunity to give beyond the ordinary by
giving a gift to missions in someone’s honor
rather than a physical gift. The Alternative
Giving Market is really two gifts in one – a gift
to the people it helps and a gift to the person
you honor. You will receive a card to give
the recipient with a description of the mission
project. Stop by the church office if you’re
interested in purchasing an alternative gift.
FLEECE & YARN NEEDED
Heavier fleece and soft yarn is
needed to make hats and mittens for
kids. If you have any
heavy fleece or yarn
you won’t be using
and are willing to
donate, please bring
it to the church office.

MISSION GIVING – 2018 TOTALS
In the January newsletter, the Missions team provided a list of projects we
completed as a church in 2018. In this newsletter, we are including a list of
financial contributions Grace UMC made to various individuals and organizations
last year. We recognize that this list is incomplete and that many other individuals
and groups within the church reach out in other ways on their own. Your
generosity is making a difference close to home and far away. Praise God!
Thank you!
UMCOR Sunday - $1,007; World Communion Sunday $112; United Methodist
Student Day - $112; Human Relations Sunday - $112; Peace with Justice - $112;
Native American Awareness - $112; Hispanic/Latino Ministries - $112; Disability
Awareness Sunday - $112; Christian Education Sunday - $112; Golden Cross
Sunday - $112; Rural Life Sunday - $112; Matthew 25 Ministry Hub - $200;
Builder’s Call - $270; Trinity UMC, Des Moines - $150; Women at the Well - $300;
Neighbor Helping Neighbor - $112; Camperships for Special Camps - $150; Free
Clinics of Iowa, Healthcare Access - $200; Thanksgiving Ingathering - $1,169,
Self Help International - $100, Heifer International - $100; Mobility Worldwide
(formerly PET) - $100; Haiti Solar Oven Project - $105; Linda Stransky (Jubilee
Project) - $1,000; UMCOR - $150; Church World Service – Blankets - $272;
UMCOR Disaster Response – International - $500; UMCOR Disaster Response –
USA - $1,000; Grace Caring - $2,219.82; Head Start - $600; Upper Des Moines
Opportunity - $135.20; Cherish Center - $731.70; Multi Church Initiative (UDMO) $2,407.62; Dominican Republic Trip - $5,000; Jubilee Project Work Trip $5,963.52; Jump Start - $867.94; Many Hands for Haiti - $1,000; Nate Fisher
Benefit - $2,419; Sharing the Weight - $48; The Banquet - $900; Then Feed Just
One - $660. Total - $30,957.80

DISCIPLESHIP
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Sandy Heerdt
As we dive into 2019, we are excited. We have events, projects, and people to celebrate! The worldwide UMW
theme this year is Sisterhood of Grace which we think fits wonderfully into “Grace” United Methodist Church.
The theme focuses on women of yesterday and today who have been faithfully persistent in fighting for justice,
equality, and prosperity for families, women, and children throughout the world.
We are celebrating the joy of a new circle which is meeting the fourth Tuesday of each month at the home of Beth Odor at
6:30 PM. This is Esther Circle and at the time of this article we have 8 members and growing. We strongly recommend
becoming a circle member where you will connect with other women spiritually, emotionally, mentally and in faithful work to
help others. Please consider making contact with any of the following circles to join in the fun, blessings, and activities:

Lydia Circle: (President Linda Johnston 712-262-3176)
meeting the 3rd Thursday of the month at 9:30 AM (No meetings in January, June or August)
Ruth Circle: (President Lorraine Conley 712-262-5879)
meeting the 3rd Thursday of the month at 9:30 AM.
Mary Circle: (President Marge Pedersen 712-580-3577 or call Secretary Lorraine Patterson 712-262-1659)
meeting the 3rd Thursday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Esther Circle: (Newly formed, so currently contact Sandy Heerdt 712-212-5364)
meeting the 4th Tuesday of every month at 6:30 PM.
Our United Methodist Women have six more meetings and one big event planned for the year. All women are invited and
encouraged to join in these meetings, events and activities that all focus on mission.
February 7:
March 24:
April 4:
May 2:
August 15:
October 3:
Nov. 7:
Dec. 5:

Chapel 10:30 AM followed by noon lunch in the Wesley Room.
Celebration of 150th Anniversary of UMW in church
BenTena Room: 2 PM followed by coffee and cookies
“Sisterhood of Grace Spring Tea” Mission Fundraiser in the BenTena Room: 9:30 – 11:30 AM
BenTena Room: 10:30 AM followed by coffee & coffee cake
BenTena Room: 10:30 AM followed by noon lunch
Fireside Room: 2 pm (Executive Meeting) followed by coffee and refreshments
Chapel & Wesley Room: Christmas Coffee & Cookies

*One half hour before UMW meetings we conduct a beautiful, caring prayer service over the prayer shawls. Anyone is
welcome to join this mission project.

QUILTS to tie for

Ingathering/Mission Funds
Once again I call the quilters to gather to tie
quilts. We have a few ready to assemble.
Let us start on Monday, February 4th in the
quilt room on the 2nd floor #227 at GUMC.
Worktime will be 10 AM to 3 PM. You can help
whenever it is convenient for you and bring a
sack lunch if you can stay all day. You do not
need to be a master quilter to
tie yarn so all are welcome!

Thank you for helping with this
project.
Linda Johnston

UNITED METHODIST MEN
The Methodist Men meeting will be held on Saturday, Feb. 23, at
8 AM in the Wesley Room. A delicious hot breakfast will be
served.
Pastor Jen Henry from the Bethany Lutheran Church will present
the program which will focus on the Life of Moses.
In 2018, Pastor Jen and her husband, Jerry, toured Egypt, Israel,
and Jordan. This part of the world is tied together historically with
the Life of Moses. Baby Jesus also lived in Egypt for a small
period of time.
Pastor Jen & Jerry climbed to the top of Mt. Saini in the dark of
night in order to experience the sunrise on the top of the
mountain. You will see some amazing pictures.
All men and women are invited to attend this meeting. You will
experience an outstanding program and enjoy the good food
along with Christian Fellowship.

LENT DISCIPLESHIP EXPERIENCE
Simon Peter: Flawed But Faithful Disciple
Simon Peter was a pretty ordinary guy, just doing his
work, following in his dad’s footsteps in the business.
Peter wasn’t rich, didn’t need education to be a
fisherman, was quick-tempered and could be impatient.
He could also be confused, afraid, and uncertain.
Flawed. (Can we relate?!)
But then Jesus came along. Jesus didn’t expect Peter to
be who he was not; and was known to use whatever it
was that Peter had to offer. Eventually, Jesus gave Peter
a nickname: the Rock. Faithful!
This experience will begin the first week of March so
during February you’ll have a chance to sign up for a
Growth & Impact Group (GIG). Existing groups may want
to use these materials during Lent, March 6 through
Lay Servant Training
Easter Sunday, April 21. Or form a new group for just
Saturday, April 6
those weeks. This would be a good family topic, too.
8:00 am to 6:00 pm
There are youth and children’s editions available.
Early United Methodist Church
Worship will include themes, ideas and experiences of
Classes will be Basic, Lay Pastoral Care Giving and
Peter.
Preaching. The cost will be $20 per person. It will
Adult books will be available the first week of March. The need to be paid online at the time of
cost is $13.50 but we’ll cover that cost if it’s too steep for registration. Registration Forms will be available on the
the budget. Questions? Contact Jane Moen –
Northwest district website shortly. Reminder: Grace
Discipleship Coordinator; or Pastor Paul.
Church will pay for books and even reimburse for gas
After Lent: We will have a 4-week experience of prayer.
for laity involved in such continuing education
This, too, will constitute the themes for worship.
opportunities.

DISCIPLESHIP

UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONAL CHALLENGE
Thanks to all who accepted the challenge to read the Upper Room Devotional in January and February. It’s not too
late to get started! Extra copies of the Upper Room devotional are still available in the Narthex. Feel free to take a
copy for a friend, co-worker or neighbor. The intent of the challenge is to encourage all to grow spiritually by
incorporating prayer and the reading of scripture into your daily routines. After the challenge, complete and
return the survey with the Upper Room by Sunday, March 10, and you’ll be entered into a drawing and
eligible for prizes. May you be blessed by this spiritual endeavor.
GRACE LENT DEVOTIONAL
The Adult Discipleship team is putting together a booklet of devotionals for Lent, written by anyone affiliated with
the Grace congregation. This devotional will be used during Lent, from Ash Wednesday (March 6) thru Easter
(April 21).
We will use a standard format found in the Upper Room:
1) Bible verse
2) 2-3 paragraphs with your thoughts about the passage you’ve selected (up to 300 words)
3) A prayer to conclude the meditation for the day.
A more detailed writing guide is available in the Narthex. Our preference is to have devotionals sent in digitally
but we will accept handwritten materials.
What will you write about? Maybe it will be something about the year to come, a memory from the past, or an
inspirational moment. Never written anything like this before?! Give it a try - it can be an enriching and rewarding
spiritual exercise.
If you’d like a copy of the Grace devotional to use during Lent, you may sign up for a copy in the Narthex
by February 24. Contact Pastor Paul, Jane Moen or anyone on the Adult Discipleship team with questions.

DISCIPLESHIP
CONNECTION POINT – NEW IN 2019!
The Connection Point will be a place in the
SE corner of the Narthex where people new
to Grace OR anyone attending Grace can
become more connected. Whether you are
ready to learn, to serve or in need of
support – the volunteers at the Connection
Point can be your guides. Generally,
someone will be available to assist you 20
minutes before or after worship services.
Please help direct guests to the
Connection Point for assistance. The
Connection Point team is eager to help you, and
have timely program and service listings to help
everyone get connected or questions answered.

WELLNESS GIG

Are you interested in leading a healthy lifestyle?
Could you use a little encouragement, support, or
education concerning wellness? Please join us on
the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month at 11:30
AM in the Wesley Room. We are currently using
the book Eat, Move, Sleep by Tom Rath which
stresses how small choices lead to big changes.
Participants are also welcome to bring news
articles, devotions, medical updates, and trending
ideas in wellness to share and
discuss. We meet for no longer than
an hour and you are welcome to bring
along a lunch if this works for you.
Hope to see you Feb. 4th and 18th.

Iowa Walk to Emmaus: A community for the development of Christian leaders
http://www.iowawalktoemmaus.org/

The purpose of Walk to Emmaus is to develop leaders for the church. Emmaus will inspire, challenge,
and equip participants for Christian action in their homes, churches, and places of work. Emmaus lifts
up a way for our grace-filled lives to be lived and shared with others. NOTE: This is not literally a “walk”
but is named for the “walk” detailed in Luke 24:13-35. Persons with limited mobility will still enjoy and
benefit tremendously from this experience! Talk to Pastor Paul or any other Walk to Emmaus vet.

Upcoming Walks:
Men’s Walk
Women’s Walk
Men’s Walk
Women’s Walk

Feb. 7-10, 2019
Feb. 14-17
July 18-21, 2019
July 25-28

West DSM UMC
West DSM UMC
Humboldt UMC
Humboldt UMC

Children, Youth & Families
SAVE the DATES!
FAMILY FEST:
MARCH 2
Grace will have a booth at Family Fest on Saturday, March
2nd. Volunteers are need to help put together and work the
booth. Contact Sheryl Larson or Lisa Elliott if interested.
EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA:
APRIL 14
The 2nd annual Easter Eggstravaganza will be held Sunday,
April 14. We’ll have all sorts of games and activities for
kids and families plus lunch. Watch for details in upcoming
newsletters.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:
JULY 8-10

God cannot give to you what
your are not
willing to receive.

Let the message of Christ dwell
among you richly as you teach

and admonish one another with all

wisdom through psalms, hymns, and
songs from the Spirit, singing to

God with gratitude in your hearts.
~Colossians 3:16

Children, Youth & Families
PIZZA NIGHT
Tuesday, Feb 5,
6:00-7:30 pm in the YOUth Room

YOUth (7th – 12th)
FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES
The YOUth will meet every other
Tuesday night in February, March &
April.

Bring a hat and a couple props
for a photo booth.
(props will be used Feb 10)

VALENTINE MEAL

TACO NIGHT &

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG KIDS
(6th grade and under)
Sunday, Feb 10
Meet in BenTena kitchen at 10:45 AM
Serve lunch at Noon
th

Tuesday, Feb 19
6:00-7:30 PM
in the YOUth Room
Chance to win prizes & have fun!

th

YOUth (7 -12 grades) will help provide
activities for kids until 1:15/1:30 PM

MYSTERY MEAL
Tuesday, March 5,
6:00-7:30 PM in the YOUth Room

Photo booth for families & youth

Youth PIT STOP PREP
Tuesday, March 19
6:00-7:30 PM
in the main kitchen

WIN IT IN A MINUTE GAME

Youth PIT STOP MEAL

Wednesday, March 20, 4:30-7:00 PM
in the BenTena Room.
Preparing, serving & cleaning up after
the Pit Stop meal.

SECOND SUNDAYS - FAMILIES w/YOUNG CHILDREN
EXCITING NEWS! The YOUth Advisory Council, with the help of
youth and others, is planning special meals & activities for families with
young children. Meals will be served at Noon and be finished around 1:15
pm. It’ll be a great time to get to know other families in the church!

you!

Reminder....save these dates:
February 10 - Valentine Dinner
March 10 – Theme TBA!
April 14 – Easter Eggstravaganza

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GIG

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

A Senior High YOUth GIG started in January and
will be held each Sunday at 10:45 in the youth
room. The intent of a GIG is to help youth grow
their faith, learn about Jesus AND have a
safe place to talk about issues that
impact their lives. This is a perfect time
to join the group is just getting started.

Sunday school classes for kids ages 3
to grade 6 on Sundays 10:45-11:45 am.
Preschoolers meet in Room 234 and
the K-6 class meets in Room 226. Bible
stories, music, object lessons, games,
and crafts will all help children learn
about Jesus and develop their faith.

Life @ Grace

Coffee at Grace
(9:30 AM first & third Wednesday mornings)





February 6th and February 20th
March 6th and March 20th
April 3rd and April 17th
May 1st and May 15th

Come to the Coffee Fellowship Gathering.

GriefShare
Wednesdays @ 6:15 PM
January 23, to April 17
Fireside Room at Grace UMC
Questions please contact
Dorothy DeGroot or Sheryl Larson
spencergracegriefshare@gmail.com
www.GriefShare.org

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
ENDOWMENT FUND
It will soon be time to consider proposals for the use of
Foundation funds. There are four designated categories for
which funds may be requested:

A. Global and Local Missions: funds to be applied toward
various missional outreach efforts and needs in and
beyond the local church and community.
B. Capital Improvements: funds to be applied towards
capital improvement needs, such as major remodeling,
improvements, maintenance, new construction not part of
the General Budget,
C. Outreach and Emerging Ministries: funds to be applied
towards ministries endeavoring to reach the nonchurched; to establish new and/or experimental ministries
for a period of up to 4 years, at which time the local
church fully supports the ministry, it become self-sufficient
or the ministry ceases.
D. Educational Opportunities: funds to be applied toward
educational opportunities for laity, staff and members in
colleges, seminaries, universities or continuing education.
Proposals may come from groups, committees or individuals.
If a proposal is within the responsibilities of a ministry work
area, individuals are requested to have that ministry area
consider the proposal. This will assist to align requests with
the mission of the church and coordinate requests prior to
coming to the Foundation Disbursement Committee.

A reminder: YOU can add to the corpus of the Grace UMC
Foundation!! Talk to your financial planner; or contact a
member of the Foundation Board.

In Appreciation
Brad and I have coordinated the hospitality area
for almost a year as of now. On Sunday mornings
it has been a pleasure to meet and greet smiling
faces over coffee and treats. We have shared at
the counter both concerns and joyous events.
What a true blessing this has been for us to know,
grow, serve, and share. All of this has happened
because of the generosity and giving of both time
and a huge variety of snacks for 117 of you
people. Yes, 117 is correct! We would like to
thank each and everyone of you who has
contributed so graciously in any way to make this a
successful ministry for those who have attended
Grace United Methodist Church. Please know
your willingness to help when called upon has
been appreciated. Our goal was to ask each of
you only once a year, however, some insisted on
helping more often which has been wonderful.
Thank you! Our responsibility as coordinators has
been made easier with the positive attitudes and
‘yes’s’ that we received when we have called to
organize times that work into your busy schedules.
Again, we thank you. We pray that this ministry
may continue into the future. Bless all of you for
doing God’s working in serving others.
Brad & Marietta Johnson

Life @ Grace
General Budget expenditures:

2016 General Budget Expenses $318,700
2017 General Budget Expenses $329,174
2018 General Budget Expenses $352,888
2019 General Budget is $391,516

(90.8% of the $351,038 budget)
(90.9%of the $362,083 budget)
(93.2% of the $378,634 budget)

It cannot be the goal of any faith community to see how frugal it can be… it must be a goal to see how
faithful and fruitful we can be. Evidenced above, the leadership of Grace UMC aims to do ministry
as efficiently as possible. The fruitfulness is left to each and every one of us. All financial records are ‘open.’
Monthly spreadsheets of the General Budget are posted on the bulletin board nearest the office. Weekly
offering receipts are included in the Sunday program. If you have suggestions for additional communication
of financial affairs, speak to Sandy Thomas, Financial Manager; Dennis Spooner, Treasurer or Pastor Paul.

Year-end contribution statements that were not picked up from the Narthex will be mailed Feb. 4. If
you have not received yours by in a reasonable time or have questions about the content, contact Sandy
Thomas at the church office.
AUDITS of every account connected with Grace UMC will be conducted in February by Ruby and
Terry Peterson. Treasurers will be notified when you may bring your books in to the office. Remember: This
is the best gift a treasurer gives themselves!!

Grace Family News:


Chris & Nancy Stickler have withdrawn their membership.



Mary Petersen (Gustin) withdrew her membership.



Wayne Calhoon passed away Jan. 20, 2019.



Lowell Watters (father of Mitch Watters) passed away Jan 20, 2019

Care Ministry
Valentine Care Packages for those who don’t get
out much are available in the Narthex. Please
help personally deliver by February 14. Thank
you!
Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.
~Colossians 4:2
Thank you so very
much for the
donation for the
Upper Des Moines
families we serve.
Just saying thank
you fails to describe how grateful I
am for your efforts to help local
families in need.
Thank you so much for all your help!
Dawn Dahm
Clay County
Upper Des Moines Opportunity

Thank you...
Grace hosted a district-wide
Mental Healthy First Aid
training on Saturday, Jan 12.
Thank you to Mitch and Val
Watters, Jane Ingledue, Sylvia
Schoer, Linda Bress, Jane
Moen and Lorraine Conley for
providing food. Lots of rave
reviews about the food and
workshop by participants!
Thank you!

I will never
finish falling in
Love with you!
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Committee Contacts:
Ad Council Chair: Judith Olson
SPRC Chair: Brian Fisher
Treasure: Dennis Spooner
Trustee Chair: Gary Small
Lay Leaders: Sandy Heerdt & John Rahn
Missions Chair: Gina Kohrs
Worship Chair: Cyndi O’Hara
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Lisa Elliott & Sheryl Larson
Discipleship Coordinator: Jane Moen
UMW: Sandy Heerdt
UMM:
Missionary: Linda Stransky
Jubilee Project, TN

*Regular Scheduling
Sundays
8:00 AM GIG

9:30 AM Worship
10:45 AM Discipleship Growth for all ages

Wednesdays

5:30 PM to 6:15 PM PITSTOP Meal
6:06 PM to 6:30 PM Worship
6:15 PM GriefShare
6:35 PM Chancel Choir Practice
7:15/7:30 PM Bell Choir Setup & Practice
Feb 1:
5:30 PM Frazer & McCarty Wedding Rehearsal
Feb 2:
2:00 PM Private Baby Shower
4:00 PM Frazer & McCarty Wedding
Feb 3:
*Regular Scheduling
Feb 4:
10:00 AM to 3 PM Quilters
11:30 AM Wellness Group
5:15 PM SPRC Meeting
5:30 PM Mission Meeting
Feb 5:
6:45 AM Community Bible Study
5:15 PM PALS Board Meeting
5:30 PM Grace Cares Meeting
6:00 PM District Boy Scout Meeting
6:00 PM to 7:30 PM YOUth meal & activity
7:00 PM Adult Discipleship Team
7:00 PM Troop 123
Feb 6:
9:30 AM Coffee at Grace

11:00 AM Central Iowa Detention Testing
1:15 PM Longhouse/Northshire Communion
*Regular Scheduling
Feb 7:
10:00 AM UMW Meeting
5:30 PM Children’s Ministry
Feb 10:
*Regular Scheduling
12:00 PM Valentine Dinner
Feb 11:
Pastor Paul & Jane Vacation 11th to 17th
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM Quilters
5:30 PM Facilities Taskforce Meeting
6:30 PM Trustee Meeting
Feb 12:
6:45 AM Community Bible Study
7:00 PM Troop 123
Feb 13:
11:00 AM Central Iowa Detention Testing
4:45 PM Assemble & deliver Jump Start Bags
*Regular Scheduling
Feb 14:
11:00 AM DHS Meeting
Feb 15: NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Feb 17:
*Regular Scheduling
Feb 18:
10:00 AM to 3 PM Quilters
11:30 AM Wellness Group
3:00 PM Program at Sunset Apt.
Feb 19:
6:45 AM Community Bible Study
6:00 PM to 7:30 PM YOUth meal & activity
7:00 PM Troop 123

Feb 20:
9:30 AM Coffee at Grace
*Regular Scheduling
Feb 21:
9:30 AM Ruth Circle
9:30 AM Lydia Circle
11:00 AM Central Iowa Detention Testing
1:30 PM Mary Circle
Feb 22:
Feb 23:
8:00 AM United Methodist Men Meeting
10:00 AM Worship Committee
Feb 24:
*Regular Scheduling
Feb 25:
10:00 AM to 3 PM Quilters
7:00 AM Ad Council
Feb 26:
6:45 AM Community Bible Study
5:30 PM GGT Meeting
6:30 PM Esther Circle
7:00 PM Troop 123
Feb 27:
9:00 AM Share the Weight Blanket Making
11:00 AM Central Iowa Detention Testing
*Regular Scheduling
Feb 28:
11:00 AM DHS Meeting
5:00 PM The Table (FREE Community Meal)

