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Again Jesus spoke to them, saying,
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”
~John 8:12

“Welcoming all people to know, grow, serve and share Jesus Christ.”
MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID training

Hosted by Grace UMC, 9 to 5, Saturday, January 12, 2019
$20 cost for the text book and training
Registration through the Northwest District Office: https://northwest.iaumc.org/

Trainings are open to anyone who is called to learn more about mental illness and substance use/abuse.
Medical “First Aid” is well-known by most people. But when faced with a person experiencing a mental
health malady, it can be over-whelming because we’ve not, as a culture, given credence to the debilitating
effects of mental illness. We can do better caring if we take some time to become more prepared and understanding. Consider these statements from Mental Health America:
 Over 44 million American adults have a mental health condition. Since 2015 there has
been only a slight decrease in the number of adults who have a mental health condition, from
18.19% to 18.07%.
 Rate of youth experiencing a mental health condition continues to rise. 2015 to 2018,
the rate of youth with Major Depressive Episode (MDE) increased from 11.93% to 12.63%. Data
showed that 62% of youth with MDE received no treatment.
 More Americans are insured and accessing care. We can continue to see the effects of
healthcare reform on the rate of Adults who are uninsured. This year there was a 2.5% reduction in the number of Adults with a mental health condition who were uninsured.
 ...But many Americans experiencing a mental health condition still report having an unmet need. 1 in 5, or 9 million adults, reported having an unmet need.
 Mental health workforce shortage remains.
It is also a truth that the Christian community is mostly ignoring the spiritual needs of those with mental
health considerations. Is it possible that if and as we de-mystify mental health that we will become more
confident and willing to design ministries that effectively provide hope and healing?
Mental Health First Aid could be a relatively easy and accessible first step. The class is limited to the first
25 people. Register as soon as possible!!
Incidentally: If you are not interested in attending the training, which is open to the entire NW District, we
do have opportunities to support this discipleship-making venture. We need greeters as people arrive the
morning of the 12th. We will also provide a “quick” lunch for up to a total of 30 people involved with the
training. Contact the church office if you are available to help.

WORSHIP
I will again be passing out nativity figures the
four Sundays of Advent/December. This year
we’ll be handing out animals. If your child has
not previously received the angel, Mary, Joseph,
cradle & Jesus, three wise men and a shepherd,
notify me. Dale Fisher is already at work making
sure we have the needed figures! Thanks, Dale.

CANCEL WORSHIP?? When the weather is
bad, please determine if it is wise for you to be out
in it. I very seldom cancel worship, though some
days it may be a very small group that gathers.
Even if we might not have accompaniment or choir
or even need the size of the sanctuary, unless it
gets really, really crazy bad, I’ll be at the church
Sunday morning. Dress warmly and come on over!
In all cases, people should use their own
judgement and not attend if they do not feel safe
doing so.

Worship the LORD in the splendor of HIS holiness;
Tremble before HIM, all the earth.

~Psalm 96:9

WORSHIP IN DECEMBER
Acolyte duties and Lighting of the Advent & Christmas candles will be done this year by the students in the Confirmation class.
Dec. 2: 1st Sunday of Advent; Holy Communion
Advent helpers: Riley Herman, Abby O’Clair
Music: Sean Pulatie on piano
Dec. 9: 2nd Sunday of Advent;
Advent helpers: Veronica Studer, Tyler Storey
Music: Chancel Choir, Sue Archibald on piano
Dec. 16: 3rd Sunday of Advent;
Advent helpers: Trinity Meaney, Riley Herman
Music: Tom Fuchsen on organ;

Monday, Dec. 17: First Service of Christmas; 3:00 PM at Sunset Apartments
Wednesday, Dec. 19: Second Service of Christmas; 4:15 PM in the chapel
“Service of Long Shadows” for those who mourn, for whom joy is difficult.
Dec. 23: 4th Sunday of Advent
Advent helpers: Malachi Carlson, Nick Ensley
Music: Chancel Choir, Sean Pulatie on piano
Dec. 24: 3:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship
Special Music will include Bill Lauritzen,
7:00 PM Christmas Worship of Carols, Communion & Candles
Confirmation class assistants: Trinity Meany, Veronica Studer
Dec. 31: We will include the Wesleyan Covenant Service
Music: Sean Pulatie on piano;
January 6, 2019: “Christmas Carol Communion” at 9:30 AM.

For unto
us a

Child
is born

MISSIONS
Christmas Offering
The Missions team has designated that the Christmas offering will be split between the Multi-Church
Community Assistance Fund and the church’s Grace Caring fund. The Multi-Church Community
Assistance Fund creates centralized funding for Spencer churches and designated community sites to
screen applicants for assistance with housing costs and utility bills. The Grace Caring fund is used by
Pastor Paul to assist people in Clay County with anything from rental assistance to utilities to food insecurity to transportation
costs. You may use the envelope enclosed in this newsletter or indicate “Christmas” on the memo line of your check. Your
offering may be given any time in December. May Jesus Christ be Praised!

Shepherd’s Ministry

Grace Giving Tree

With Grace’s new focus on addressing hunger and poverty
in Clay County and the increased requests for donations
(i.e. Jump Start) from the congregation this fall, the
Missions team has decided to take a year off from
delivering snacks to those working Christmas Eve. The
Missions team will evaluate whether to continue with this
ministry in 2019.

Check out the ornaments on Christmas
tree in the Missions
Corner in the Narthex
and decide how you
want to be involved.
It’s easy to participate.
You can purchase
gifts, mittens/hats/
socks for
preschoolers, or donate gift cards or
money. All donations are needed Sunday,
December 9.

Missions Alternative Gift Market
If you’re looking for a gift for someone who has everything,
consider giving an “Alternative Gift” this year. The
Mission’s Alternative Gift Market offers giving a donation in
someone’s honor rather than a physical gift.
Brochures are available in the Narthex
highlighting the projects the Missions team
selected this year. You may place your
order after worship in the Narthex on
Sundays, December 9, and 16. You will
receive a Christmas card with a description
of the mission project to give to the person/
people you are honoring. It is really two gifts in one - a gift
to the people it helps and a gift to the person you honor.
100% of your gift reaches its intended mission and

Change the World – Heifer International
The Change the World offering will go to
Heifer International in December.
Heifer International is a global nonprofit
working to eradicate poverty and hunger.
Heifer distributes animals, along with
agricultural and values-based training, to
families in need around the world as a
means of providing self-sufficiency.
Recipients must agree to “pass on the gift” by sharing
animal offspring, as well as the skills and knowledge
they’ve learned with other impoverished families.

Here are your options:
1. Select tag(s) for gift(s) you’d like to
purchase off the Christmas tree located
in the Narthex. Purchase and wrap the
gift(s), then attach the tag and receipt to
the outside.
2. Purchase mittens, hats or socks for
preschoolers, simply put them in the
basket provided.
3. Select tag(s) & buy gift cards (i.e.
grocery stores, Walmart), take the gift
cards directly to the office so Pastor
Paul can use them as individuals in
need are identified throughout the year.
4. Donate money, write “Adopt A Family”
in the memo line of your check and put
it in the offering plate.
Thank you for sharing God’s love and
helping to make Christmas brighter for our
friends, neighbors and strangers!

MISSIONS
The Table
(Free Community Meal)

Last Thursday of the month
5:00 PM to 6:00 PM
Thursday, December 27
Invite a friend,
come share in food
and fellowship! We
would love to have
you come for supper.
Jump Start – Donations & Volunteers
Grace UMC
distributed the
third meal bag to
the 92 children in
the Head Start
program in
November. Your support for this ministry has been
tremendous! Thank you!
Here’s the list of food needed for the December
and January bags. Donations needed Dec. 10:
instant mashed potatoes, stove top stuffing, and
canned ham (DAK 1 lb. at Menards or Walmart).
Donations needed Jan. 10: tuna, noodles, cream of
mushroom soup, peas, and canned fruit. We’ve
added a countdown chart where food is dropped
off, so from week to week you can watch to see
what donations are still needed. Watch the ads for
sales. Donations may be left in the shopping cart
in the hallway outside the church office.
We typically pack the bags on the third Wednesday
of the month. We will pack the bags Wed. Dec. 19,
at 4:45 PM in Room B38. The bags will be
delivered to Head Start the morning of Dec. 20.
Thanks for helping to make a difference in the lives
of these families!

Dominican Republic Trip
The Mission Committee has partnered with
Caring Families Foundation and will send Cyndi
O’Hara, Phil Kohrs, and Emily Kohrs from Grace
to the Dominican Republic from January 7thJanuary 14th. They will build concrete homes,
feed children and participate in some medical
services in the impoverished villages of Villa
Progreso, Villa Ascension and Puerto Plata.
Each member will take a suitcase of items to
leave with the families of these villages. Items
needed include:
soccer balls,
footballs,
baseballs, etc.
Also nail polish,
books in Spanish,
sidewalk chalk,
color books & crayons, backpacks, school
supplies, hard (non-meltable) candy and Spanish
Bibles. Please bring your donations to the
church by the end of December. Let’s fill their
suitcases!
Thanksgiving Ingathering
Thanks to all who contributed to the Thanksgiving
Ingathering! Here’s the total for Ingathering kits
donated from Grace UMC: 13 hygiene kits and 39
school kits. Grace UMC donated many quilts and
craft items for the auction and craft sale. We also
donated $513 toward mission projects such as
PET and Self Help International! You are making
a difference!

God had an only son
And HE was a missionary.
David Livingstone, Missionary to Africa

Birthday Party for

“Follow the Star”
Sunday, Dec. 9
Begins… 5:30 PM at Grace Church
Concludes.. Where the star stops!
“Follow the Star” is taking the place of a
traditional, in-house children’s Christmas
program. Persons will load up in cars, (carpooling is encouraged) and begin following the
star. Who knows where it will stop?!?
Wear clothing appropriate for whatever the
weather is, but not your “best” clothes or shoes.
This “Follow the Star” Christmas program is for
everyone, but children will especially benefit and
learn from the experience. Be at the church at
5:30 on the 9th to make a Christmas memory.

Jesus – December 23

The children’s preschool and
elementary Sunday school
classes invite all young families
with children (ages 0 to 6th
grade) to celebrate Jesus’
birthday with a party Sunday,
December 23, at 10:45 am. Let’s remember and celebrate
the reason for the season. Happy Birthday, Jesus!

No Children’s and YOUth Sunday School –
December 30

The children’s preschool and elementary Sunday
school classes as well as confirmation and
senior high classes will not meet Sunday,
December 30. This will allow teachers and
kids extra time to celebrate the holidays with
their families. Adults should check with their individual
classes to see if they’ll be meeting on December 30.

DISCIPLESHIP
Advent Study
Upper Room Challenge
The Adult Discipleship Team (ADT) will be
distributing Upper Room devotionals for
January and February on December 23,
and December 30, and encouraging
everyone to be part of the 60 Day
Challenge to read the Bible and Upper
Room devotional each day. All who
participate in the devotional challenge and
return the survey card distributed with the
Upper Room will be entered into a drawing
for a prize. More details will be distributed
with the Upper Room devotionals and in the
January newsletter. Start the New Year off
right by making a commitment to grow your
faith!

We will be offering an Advent Study using the
book, Christmas Gifts That
Won’t Break by James
Moore. Dorothy DeGroot will
be leading the study. Two
sessions will be offered:
Sundays at 10:45 AM starts
November 25, and
Wednesdays at 6:35 PM
starts November 28. The
books cost $12. Scholarships
are available as needed. It’s
not too late to get started –
you are welcome! If you have
questions, contact Dorothy or
the church office. Explore the spirit of Christmas
and warm your hearts this Advent Season!

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” ~Luke 2:14

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” ~Luke 19:10
“For

YOUth & College Students
7th – 12th Youth – December Activities
Youth will be participating in church-wide
activities:
Follow the Star: Sunday, December
9 at 5:30 pm; wear warm clothing!
Christmas Caroling and Soup
Supper: Sunday, December 16 at
4:00 pm; Soup at 6:00 pm; wear
warm clothing!

GRADUATING HS SENIORS – Get
Money!!
The guidelines of the Hilda Josephine
Blabaum Scholarship state that it is offered
first to a “Member of Grace United
Methodist Church who is graduating from
high school… who plans to receive further
formal education.” At this time we have no
idea how much money will be available if
any, but if graduating HS seniors don’t
apply for it, we’ll open it up to any college
students. Come and get it!!

POST - H.S. STUDENTS - make your
break profitable.
This is a great time to make application for
grants for next school year!! Check out http://
iumf.org/ and click on Scholarships.
Grace UMC is interested and willing to host
college students for internships. These
internships can be summer or during a term;
they can be months-long or weeks-long. The
content and direction of the experience can be
determined by you and negotiated with church
staff who will act in a supervisory and mentoring
capacity. Even the payment can be negotiated.
Contact Pastor Paul to have a conversation!!

CURRENT STUDENTS & GRADUATING
SENIORS
You are eligible to apply for an Elsie M. Stouffer
Memorial Trust Scholarship. This application
process goes through the office of the
Northwest District of the UMC. Here’s the place
to get more information and application
materials: https://northwest.iaumc.org/
stouffertrust

DECEMBER EVENTS
Christmas Caroling and Soup
We’ll be Christmas caroling Sunday, December 16, at
4:00 PM. We will focus our time toward individual homes in
Spencer. Meet at the church and wear warm clothing. We’ll
return to the church after we’re done caroling. Even if you
didn’t carol, we’ll gather around 6 PM to eat some soup…
and we might even sing more carols! Consider bringing
some soup or sandwiches or something to share with
others. Hot chocolate and apple cider will be provided. If
you know of someone who doesn’t have a church home, this
is a perfect time to invite them to come sing Christmas
songs. Everyone welcome!!
Also, we will try to get to the homes of people of the
church who are not able to get out much. But you are
welcome to provide to the office the name, address and phone number of other people
you know of who live in or very close to Spencer and don’t get out much if at all; or, of
people who have just plain had a tough year.
YOUth: The Christmas Caroling and soup gathering will be our agenda December 16.
Bring friends!!

DECEMBER EVENTS
Methodist Men will have their

Pit Stop Schedule

We will offer Pit Stop meals & worship the first
three weeks of December – Wednesdays at
5:30 PM. To provide time to celebrate
Christmas and the New Year’s Day, there will be
no Pit Stop meals or worship December 26, and
January 2. The Pit Stop meals and worship
will start again January 9. Mark your calendars
now!
THANKS to all who’ve attended the Pit Stop,
invited someone to attend with you and/or
donated food! A special thanks to the 8 different
crews who’ve prepared, served & cleaned up
after meals and to Pastor Paul for offering a time
of worship each week. (When we started Pit
Stop a year ago, we had 4 crews. It’s exciting to
have more and more people involved.) If you’d
like to be part of a crew or form another crew,
contact Jane in the church office. We’ve had an
average of 42 people in attendance this fall!
Invite a neighbor or a friend. There’s always
room for more – YOU are welcome!

Christmas Cookie & Candy Donations
Needed
As you do baking for the holidays, consider donating 2-3
dozen cookies or candies or snacks (i.e. cheese &
crackers, Chex Mix) to the church. With additional events
and opportunities for hospitality in December, a supply of
cookies or snacks Is helpful. We will use the cookies and
candies for events such as Follow the Star (Dec 9),
Caroling (Dec 16), fellowship time after the Long
Shadows Service (Dec 19),
and Christmas Eve services
(Dec 24). Donations are
needed on the dates listed
above. Please bring your
donations to the church
kitchen and label as
“December treats”. Your
help is appreciated. Thank
You!

meeting on Saturday, December 15,
at 8 AM in the Wesley Room. A
delicious hot breakfast will be
served.
Pastor Jordan Gowing from the
CrossWinds Church will give a special Christmas Message.
All men and women are cordially invited to attend this meeting.
You will enjoy good food along with Christian Fellowship and an
outstanding program during the Christmas Season.

United Methodist Women
December 6, 2018
2:00 PM
Fireside Room
All women are welcome!

Grace Newsletter Deadline is
the 15th of each month.
Please send your
articles to:
kayclancy@spencergumc.com

DECEMBER EVENTS
A “Service of Long Shadows” is Wednesday,
Dec.19, to begin at 4:15 PM.
I remember the woman who said she had never once
decorated a Christmas tree in the years of their
marriage. Now, after the death of her husband, she
couldn’t imagine putting up a tree without him as it
would be a constant reminder. There are so many
traditions, habits and practices throughout the
November-December holiday season that can make it
a challenge to be joyous. This service gives
opportunity for being “real” to those struggling with
Christmas this year. Bring someone. It could be the
best gift you could give!

Grace Cares - Christmas Cards
Grace Cares needs volunteers to personally
deliver Christmas cards to those who don’t get out
and about much anymore. Cards will
be ready to pick up after worship
Sunday, December 2, in the Narthex.
Cards just need to be delivered at
your convenience before Christmas
Day. Grace has around 50 people on
our list, so any help you’re able to
provide is appreciated. Thanks!

LIFE @ GRACE
“STEWARDSHIP OF RESOURCES”
I was raised in an area of Minnesota where everyone had a barn and some milk cows. I
don’t know if this is “talkin’ Minnesotan” or common throughout the Midwest, but in central
Minnesota, if you didn’t shut a door that should be closed or turn off a light that should be
shut off, you might be asked, with a loud voice, “Were you born in the barn?!” Heck, I
always figured my folks should have remembered better than I where I was born.
Well, we don’t ask people of the church where they were born… but if you’re the last person
out of a room, could you check the thermostat, turn off the lights, and if it warrants, close the
door? We really don’t want to ask nor know if you were born in a barn!

Merry Christmas
from the church staff!!
“God entered into our world not with the
crushing impact of unbearable glory, but in the way of
weakness, vulnerability, and need. On a wintry night in
an obscure cave, the infant Jesus was a humble,
naked, helpless God who allowed us to get close to
him.” *
That awesome depth of love is beyond our
understanding and comprehension. But in this
Christmas season may we each and all seek to live
into that love more deeply day-by-day.
Sandy Thomas
Sue Archibald
Sean Pulatie
Dave & Joy Decker
Ray & Noreen Meyer Tom & Marianne Fuchsen
Dan & Paula Harris Paul Frederiksen, Jane Moen
Kay Clancy
[* Reflections for Ragamuffins by Brennan Manning]

Many thanks to everyone for the
acts of kindness with the
passing of our loved one,
Helen. Thank you to Pastor
Paul for the beautiful service
and to the ladies that helped
with desserts for lunch.
Sincerely,
The family of Helen Enderson

Finance News






Global and Local Missions

Grace Church Greeters,
Please be at your station by 9 AM with your name badge on.
What if I/we can’t be there on the Sunday as scheduled?
If you cannot be there, please call any other individual on the list to see if they would trade dates with you. Please call the
church office (262-5970) or Cyndi O’Hara, Worship Chair (262-4670) when you have made the change so that the proper
name put into our bulletins and name badges are ready.
Your ministry as a greeter is invaluable. Your warm smile and caring handshake makes a difference in people’s attitude
toward worshiping with us again. Our prayer is that you too will feel blessed by the service you provide as a Greeter.
Cyndi O’Hara, Worship Chairperson

Winter 2018-2019
Date & Greeters
2-Dec
Bill & Lisa Elliott
Sheryl Larson
Dennis & Diane Spooner
Donna Todd
Lois Whalen
Jeff & Carla Swank
9-Dec
Brian & Kristi Fisher family
Jeff & Jackie Huckfelt
Sue Burdick
Elaine Orthmann
Lee & Lynn Henderson
16-Dec
Peter & Julie Krull
Kim & Jayne Kroger
Lonelle Franker
Carolyn Gustin
Dorothy DeGroot
Bev Maschino
23-Dec
Brian & Deb Dvorak
Brian & Amie Lawrence family
Kevin & Shante Whalen family
Jade & Julie Beehler family
30-Dec
Jim Fairchild & Myrna Heeren
Bob & Carol Vosberg
Jacob & Courtney DeLoss family
Cyndi O'Hara
6-Jan
Paul & Candice Daniels family
Barry & Jody DeLoss
Tim & Kristin Schwenneker family
Keith & Linda Bress

Station

East
East
West
North
North
Rover
East
West
North
North
Rover
East
West
North
North
Rover
Rover
East
West
North
Rover
East
West
North
Rover

East
West
North
Rover

Date & Greeters
13-Jan
Glen Chenhall
Kendal Mead
Jamie Horning
Connie Dobbins
Terri Ewoldt
Cheri Woolery
Jim & Alison Herman family
20-Jan
Richard & Ann Harves
Dana & Tricia Gee family
Will & Stephanie Horsley family
Jane Moen
Mitch & Val Watters
27-Jan
Kurt & Julie Schwarck
Nancy Bell
Fran Koch
Pat & Toshia Westfall family
Everette & Crystal Handy
3-Feb
Ben & Heidi O'Clair family
Jamie & Heather Storey family
Tim & Lisa Small
Kevin & Janet Boyens
10-Feb
Jim & Michaela Cullen
Andrew & Natasha Mohror family
Neil & Cheryl Mowery
Lenny & Sandy Heerdt
17-Feb
Al & Bev Andis
Marilyn Rehnstrom
Dennis VanVickle
Dave & Joy Decker
Gary & Brownie Small

Station
East
East
West
West
North
North
Rover
East
West
North
Rover
Rover
East
West
West
North
Rover
East
West
North
Rover
East
West
North
Rover
East
West
West
North
Rover
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Committee Contacts:
Ad Council Chair: Judith Olson
SPRC Chair: Brian Fisher
Treasure: Dennis Spooner
Trustee Chair: Gary Small
Lay Leaders: Sandy Heerdt & John Rahn
Missions Chair: Gina Kohrs
Worship Chair: Cyndi O’Hara
Children’s Ministry Co-Chairs:
Lisa Elliott & Sheryl Larson
Discipleship Coordinator: Jane Moen
UMW: Linda Johnston
UMM: Roger Ingledue
Missionary: Linda Stransky
Jubilee Project, TN

*Regular Scheduling
Sundays

9:30 AM Worship
10:45 AM Discipleship Growth for all ages
10:45 AM Advent Class

Wednesdays

1:30 PM GIG– Galatians (last class on Dec. 12)
5:30 PM to 6:15 PM PITSTOP Meal
6:06 PM to 6:30 PM Worship
6:35 PM GIG- Advent
6:35 PM Chancel Choir Practice
7:15/7:30 PM Bell Choir Setup & Practice

December 110:00 AM to 2 PM Hanging of the Greens
December 2* Regular Scheduling
December 39:00 AM Stepping On
11:00 AM Wellness Group
5:30 PM Mission Meeting
December 46:45 AM Community Bible Study
11:00 AM Fellowship of Widows
5:15 PM PALS Board Meeting
5:30 PM Grace Cares
6:00 PM District Boy Scout Meeting
7:00 PM Troop 123
7:00 PM Adult Discipleship Team
December 59:00 AM ISU Extension Meeting
1:15 PM Communion at LH/NS

*Regular Scheduling
December 62:00 PM UMW Meeting
5:30 PM Children’s Ministry
6:30 PM Lay Leadership
6:30 PM District Boy Scout Mtg.
December 9*Regular Scheduling
5:30 PM Follow the Star
December 109:00 PM Stepping On
6:30 PM Trustee Meeting
December 116:45 AM Community Bible Study
7:00 PM Troop 123
December 129:30 AM Coffee at Grace
*Regular Scheduling
December 139:30 AM DHS Meeting
9:30 AM Lydia Circle
1:30 PM Mary Circle
December 158:00 AM United Methodist Men Meeting
December 16*Regular Scheduling
4:00 PM Caroling (soup @ 6PM)
December 1711:30 PM Wellness Group
3:00 PM Sunset Christmas Program

December 186:45 AM Community Bible Study
7:00 PM Troop 123
December 19*Regular Scheduling
4:15 PM Service of Long Shadows
4:45 PM Jump Start Bags
December 209:30 AM Ruth Circle
10:00 AM Deliver Jump Start Bags
December 23*Regular Scheduling
10:45 AM Birthday Party for Jesus
December 24Grace Church Office will close at 1 PM
3:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship
7:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship
December 25-29
Pastor Paul & Jane out of town
December 26No regular scheduled programing
December 279:30 AM DHS Meeting
10:00 AM Newsletter folding
5:00 PM The Table
December 309:30 AM Worship
10:45 AM Adult Discipleship Growth
December 31Happy New Year

