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Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful...  

          -Colossians 4:2 

Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts,    
       since as members of one body you were   

     called to peace. And be thankful.  
                                                -Colossians 3:15 

In the 8th chapter of Mark, right after Jesus has [again] told the disciples that the Son of Man must 
suffer and be rejected, Mark tells us:  

34
After calling the crowd together with his disciples, Jesus said to them, “All who want to come 

after me must say no to themselves, take up their cross, and follow me. 
35

All who want to save 
their lives will lose them. But all who lose their lives because of me and because of the good 
news will save them. 

36
Why would people gain the whole world but lose their lives? 

 

I thought of that statement when I was in a gift store, perusing a book that had this line written by Gail 
Sheehy:  

Growth demands a temporary surrender of security. 
 

If Jesus was not willing to surrender (even “temporarily”?!) you and I would not know that he ever 
existed!  It was his willingness to give up the security of his heavenly position that brings us to faith in 
God’s love and grace. (Philippians 2:5-11)  Jesus is not expecting more of those who seek to be his 
disciples than what he was willing to do. 
 

Grace Church has a practice of providing a time every year when we are asked to consider to what 
extent we are willing to let go of, perhaps on a temporary basis, what our culture tells us is “security.”  
We call this “The Annual Stewardship Campaign.”  I know it’s difficult to think of it as anything more 
than money, but in fact, it is much more than that. 
 

It is easy for us to think those many activities that we allow to fill our days and hours as “security.”  We 
might even be encouraged to adopt what we know as providing “security.”  Sometimes we might even 
place our “security” in human relationships, other people. In fact, we are fragile creatures, and what we 
do, know, accomplish or even relationships can vanish quickly. 
 

Our “stewardship” is way beyond finances, and includes prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.  
We’ll utilize Sundays, November 11, and 18, to do some teaching on stewardship.  Prior to that, you 
will receive a mailing with worksheets and materials to assist you to determine what it would take for 
you to grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ. 



Stewardship 
 
It’s that time of the year when people long-associated with the Christian church in America are 
looking forward to, though not necessarily with gleeful enthusiasm, the annual “stewardship 
campaign.”  Reminds me of the rookie police officer who was asked in an examination what strategy 
he would use to break up a threatening crowd. “I would take up a collection,” he said. 
 
I don’t mind talking about money in the context of giving, but I also realize that it’s so very easy for 
those who hear anything about money get disheartened.  Debt is so prevalent in our country that it 
can feel like being at the bottom of a deep pit.  I understand, and encourage anyone in that situation 
to look at the stewardship campaign is a way to get some tools… to quit digging the hole deeper! 
 
John Wesley is credited with saying, “Earn all you can, save all you can, give all you can.” Well, I 
know some of us are content with being 2/3 Wesleyan. We don’t mind earning all we can.  And it’s 
fun to save all we can. But that giving part of it, well, somehow it’s easier to give the waiter a 15% tip 
than it is to give God 10% off the top of the paycheck.  We find it convenient to 
go 2 out of 3. After all, in baseball that would be season MVP. 
 
But Wesley didn’t encourage being 2/3 Wesleyan. In fact, he’d say there’s no 
such thing as a Christian who did not go all the way in the last 1/3. He wrote: 
 

Wherever riches have increased (exceeding few are the exceptions), 
the essence of religion, the mind that was in Christ, has decreased in 
the same proportion. Therefore, do I not see how it is possible for any 
revival of true religion to continue long. For religion must necessarily 
produce both industry and frugality, and these cannot but produce 
riches. But as riches increase, so will pride, anger and love of the world 
in all its branches. 

 
Prior to his death, Wesley feared he had “sown wild oats” with his fiscal rules. Even at that early time 
in the movement, Methodists were becoming more wealthy as they practiced earn and save. Wesley 
saw among the [wealthy] Methodists changes in their priorities and relationships. They began to 
have an unrealistic independence and self-reliance; he saw again and again good people who 
succumbed to some form of works righteousness.  
 
That grieved him deeply.  He knew that one cannot love and fail to give. It is impossible to separate 
loving and giving.  Yet that was becoming true of those early Methodists.  Wesley came to believe 
that the power of relationship with God was given best expression by the poor; not the wealthy. The 
poor of his day had nothing and no one else to count on.  
 
As we seek to be intentional about welcoming all people to know, grow in, serve and share Jesus 
Christ, never doubt that the relationship you have with the money at your disposal is one f the most 
surefire ways to put a barometer on your relationship with God.  Let’s have fun deepening that 
relationship. 
 
You’ll receive a letter the first week of November with more thoughts and an invitation to have 
conversation/s with your family.  (Yes! Include your kids in this conversation!) I’ll preach on 
stewardship Nov. 11

th
, using a rather surprising text and close the campaign Sunday, Nov. 18, when 

you’re invited to return your “intention to give” card. 

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God 

has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”          ~Hebrews 13:5 



WORSHIP in November 
 
4 Communion; All Saints; Memorial Committee Annual Report 
  Final message: “Welcoming all persons to know, grow, serve and Share Christ.” 
   [a.k.a. “Living Like You’re ‘On A Mission from God’!”] 
  Music: Sean Pulatie on piano; Bill Lauritzen singing    
 
11 Stewardship Sermon: “The Strange Ways of God” 
  Bible: Ruth 3:1 - 5 & 4:13 - 17 
  Music: Chancel Choir; Organ 
   
18 Stewardship Celebration Day 
  Bible: I Samuel 1:4 – 2:10 
  Music: Bell Choir; piano 
  
  Thanksgiving Service at 6:00 PM 
 
25 Rejoice!!  Christ the King Sunday… and how Baptism is related! 
  Sermon: “Living with Confidence” 
  Bible: Matthew 6:25 - 33; Revelation 1:4b - 8 
  Music: Chancel Choir; Organ  

 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  
But the greatest of these is love.     -1 Corinthians 13:13 

I’m sorry if you were not able to attend worship October 7.  Leadership Institute participants Peggy Palm, 
Cyndi O’Hara, Sandy Heerdt, Lenny Heerdt and Jane Moen shared insights from their experience and 
break-out sessions. Here’s a sampling of one of the items for intentional integration into the life of Grace 
UMC: 

YOU can welcome guests and ‘regulars’! 
 

Here are some ideas that might make it easier for you to welcome others to our church. Feel free to come 
up with other ideas or adapt these on your own. These are just to get you thinking about welcoming as a 
personal ministry, right there in the pew; and a lifestyle for our church. 
 
Circle of 10: Greet anyone, ‘regulars’ or guests, who come within ten feet of you. Make a special effort 
to greet the people you don’t already know within your Circle of 10.  
 
Rule of Three: Please do not talk to other ‘regulars’ for the first three minutes after the service. Talk to 
those you don’t know or people who may be guests.  
 
Why the “Circle of 10” and the “Rule of Three”?  It takes guests about three minutes to exit the church 
after worship if no one says anything to them. We can easily be so engrossed with existent relationships 
that a person new to Grace can leave with no one addressing them! 



Missions 
 

 

Jump Start – Donations & Volunteers 
Jump Start is off to a good start!  Grace 
UMC is putting together a bag of food (with 
a meal for the family and snacks) for each 
of the 92 children in the Head Start program 
each month.  
 

If you’d like to donate food, here’s what 
we’re needing the next two months.  
Donations needed November 10: Bear 
Creek soup, peanut butter, Saltine crackers, 
and cereal bars.  Donations needed 
December 10: instant mashed potatoes, 
stove top stuffing, cereal, and canned ham.  
Donations may be left in the shopping cart 
in the hallway outside the church office. 
 

We will typically pack the bags on the third 
Wednesday of the month.  We will pack the 
bags Wednesday, Nov 14, at 4:45 PM in 
Room B38.   
 

Interested in helping? We need people to 1) 
donate food by the 10

th
 of the month, 2) 

stock shelves & take inventory, 3) shop for 
food, 3) bag meals, and 4) deliver food to 
the Head Start building.  Contact Gina 
Kohrs or the church office if you can help. 
 

Thanks for helping to make a difference in 
the lives of the Head Start families! 

Change the World – UMCOR 
 

The Missions team has decided 
the Change the World offering 
will go to UMCOR in November.  
United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) is known for 
assisting in communities long 
after a disaster occurs.  UMCOR 
is currently in the 
Carolinas following 
Hurricane Florence 
and Florida/Georgia 
following Hurricane 
Michael.   

The Banquet  
Grace UMC had 20 
people cook and serve 
329 people at The 
Banquet Saturday, 
October 6

th
 

in Sioux 
Falls.  
Thanks to all 
who helped 
out!   

Missions Rummage Sale  
 

Thanks to all who helped with 
the set-up, worked the sale, or 
helped with clean up.  Thanks 
to all who donated items!  
Thanks to all who shopped or 
invited friends to shop!  Your 
help is appreciated.  We 
couldn’t do it without YOU!  We 
raised $986.57.  The Luncheon 
for The Table raised $208.54.  
These profits will go to our 
summer work trip in 2019!  
Together we can make a 
difference! 

 
 
 
 

Play Dough 
The Missions Team will continue 
to collect Play Dough for Head 
Start in the Missions Corner this 
year.  If you purchase Play 
Dough, we ask that you buy only 
name brand Play Dough as the 
quality seems to be better than 
some other brands.  Thank you! 

Dominican Republic Trip 
 

The Mission Committee has partnered with Caring Families 
Foundation and will send 3 representatives to the Dominican 
Republic from January 7th-January 14th.  
Cyndi O’Hara, Phil Kohrs and Emily (Kohrs) Nelson will team 
up with a small group from Spirit Lake to build concrete 
homes, feed children and participate in some medical 
services in the impoverished villages of Villa Progreso, Villa 
Ascension and Puerto Plata.  

Each member will take a suitcase of items to leave with the 
families of these villages.   Items needed include: soccer 
balls, footballs, baseballs, etc.  Nail polish, books in Spanish, 
sidewalk chalk, color books & crayons, backpacks, school 
supplies, hard (non-meltable) candy and 
Spanish Bibles.   Please bring your donations to 
the church by the end of December. Let’s fill 
their suitcases!   

Festival of Talents  
 

Thanks to all who participated in the 
Festival of Talents!  It was fun to hear how 
many of you creatively used your talents 
since starting in April. The talents included 
cooking, canning, baking, woodworking, 
singing, sewing, gardening, hospitality, 
photography, craft projects, playing cards, 
knitting/crocheting, painting, providing hats 
for kids, etc.  The stories shared and 
projects completed were creative and 
thoughtful.  Hopefully, the stories shared in 
worship on Oct 14, will inspire each of you 
to consider your gifts, make the most of 
those talents and make a difference in the 
world around you!  In case you’re curious, 
we distributed $440 in April and brought in 
$1,885.25.  Praise God! 

Alternative Christmas Gift 
The Missions Team will be offering the Alternative Giving 
Market again in December.  The Alternative Giving Market 
offers an opportunity to give beyond the ordinary by giving a 
gift to missions in someone’s honor rather than a physical 
gift.  Consider what you might do this year to place Jesus at 
the center of your Christmas celebration.   



ORIENTATION to the UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH & Grace UMC 

 

Want to be more informed of Methodism?  Have questions 
about Grace UMC?  Wonder how and where your interests, 
skills, abilities can fit in to make Grace an even more 
empowered vehicle for the message of God’s love in Jesus 
Christ?   
 

Saturday, November 17, at 9:15 AM we’ll gather for not only 
sharing information but giving you an opportunity to get to 
know one another.  We’ll be in the Fireside Room.  Bring your 
questions. We’ll have people there who might have answers!  
This will follow the presentation of Pastor Emmanuel Naweji at 
breakfast hosted by the United Methodist Men.  
 

If anyone would like to be recognized as a 
member of Grace UMC, we will include such 
recognition whatever Sunday in December 
works for you.  
 

Discipleship 

All Saints Prayer Vigil 

A Prayer Vigil is scheduled 7 AM - 4 PM Saturday 
November 3.  An optional sign-up for one hour 
periods will be available starting October 28.  
Ideally, we’d like to have someone praying every 
hour.   If you’d rather not sign-up for a time, please 
just make time to come to the chapel to pray.  
Come for as long as you wish.  The prayer vigil is 
a special opportunity for groups 
(committees, classes, GIGs, circles, 
etc.) and individuals to come 
together to pray. We will have 
stations or activities to assist you 
with your prayer time.  Take some 
time to pray on this All Saints weekend.  

Lenten Devotional Booklets 
The Adult Discipleship team is planning 
to put together a Grace UMC Lenten 
devotional with writings from you.  You 
will receive more information about this 
project in January and what’s needed.  
In the meantime, pay attention to the 
ways that God is at work in your life. 

Upper Room Devotionals 
 

The Upper Room devotionals for 
November – December are now 
available in the Narthex.   

 

Time and Talent Survey 

It’s not too late to turn in a Time & 
Talent survey!  Everyone is 
strongly encouraged to be actively 
involved in serving others.  Surveys 
are still available in the Narthex.  By 
completing this survey, church 
leadership will use the information to 
involve as many as possible in the 
ministries of Grace.  We have a 
limited number of leadership slots but 
are working to spread ministry 
responsibilities around.   

Every person can be in 
ministry in the world! Please 
bring your completed survey 
ANY TIME into the church 
office or in the offering plate 
on Sunday morning.   

The Pit Stop 
MEAL is served 5:30–6:15 PM 
  

 Re-fuel your family with food 
& fellowship; come anytime 
between 5:30-6:15 PM; freewill offering  

 The main entrees in November: Lasagna (Nov 
7), Stir Fried Rice (Nov 14), and Soup (Nov 28)  

 No meal will be served Wednesday, November 
21, since Thanksgiving is the next day! 

  

WORSHIP is 6:06 – 6:30 PM 
 A brief time of worship to give you some mid-

week inspiration. 
 

SMALL GROUPS – 6:35 PM & after 
 The Parables study – 6:35 PM 
 Chancel Choir – 6:35 – 7:30 PM 
 Hand Bell Choir – Set up @ 7:15 PM; Rehearsal 

@ 7:30 PM. 

 37Then he (Jesus) said to his disciples, The harvest is plentiful but 

the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 

send out workers into his harvest field.”         ~ Matthew 9: 37-38 



Grace Cares 
Grace Cares distributes care packages at Halloween 
time, Christmas, Valentine’s, and Spring time to 
those who don’t get out and about much anymore.   
We have 45-50 people typically on our list.  We’d like 
these “care packages” personally delivered. To do 
this, we need YOUR help!   
 

The first care packages will be 
available October 28, and November 
4.  The second care package will be 
available December 9th.  In reaching 
out to others, you will be blessed.   

Community Work Day – November 4 
 

The Youth Advisory Council is planning a 
Community Work Day Sunday, November 4

th
 

3:00-5:00 PM.  Interested in helping out?  Great!  
Just be at the church at 3:00 PM and bring a rake 
and a pair of work gloves if you can.  We’ll be 
raking leaves and cleaning gutters.  We will do as 
many projects as we are able based on the time 
available and the number and skills of volunteers 
on hand.   

Volunteers of all ages welcome.  Parents are 
encouraged to make this a family 
outing and get kids and youth 
involved in mission work/helping 
others early!  We’ll have soup for 
volunteers at 5:00 PM after we finish 
our work.   Making a difference in our 
own backyard and around the world! 

Freezer Meals Crew 
If you’ve received a meal when 
you’ve been sick, experienced 
the death of a love one or had 
a baby, you know how helpful 
those meals can be.  As a 
church, we will be making up 
some freezer meals, with the 
assistance of foundation funds, to assist individuals 
or families in those times of need.  If you’d like to be 
a part of a crew or even coordinate the freezer meals 
project, please contact Jane Moen.   

Young Adults, Families Meal & Gathering 
We’re planning a meal for young adults and 
families Sunday, November 11, at NOON.  It’ll be a 
great opportunity for you to get to know others in 
the church, talk about needs/interests, and discuss 
if you’d like additional programs/activities planned.  
No need to bring any food, it’s all being prepared 
for you.  We’ll have some activities for children.  
You can decide if you’re a part of the “young adults 
& families” group.  For planning purposes, it’d be 
helpful to know if you’re planning to attend Noon 
Friday, November 9.   If you have questions or 
would like to help plan this event, contact Jane 
Moen at jemoen@smunet.net.  Thanks! 

Thanksgiving Offering 
The Thanksgiving offering is designated to United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) which 
is responds to disasters in the US and around the 
world.  You may use the envelope enclosed in this 
newsletter or indicate “Thanksgiving” on the memo 
line of your check.  The Missions team encourages 
you to consider God’s blessings in your life and offer 
thanks with a monetary donation this Thanksgiving.  
Consider giving extra this month, use the enclosed 
Thanksgiving offering envelope and return it to the 
church by the end of November.   

Adult Study - Moses 
 

The Adult Sunday School class 
that meets in the Wesley Room 
will start a new study in early 
November.  The class will use 
the book Moses: In the 
Footsteps of the Reluctant 
Prophet by Adam Hamilton to 
retrace the life of Moses from 
his modest birth and rescue as 
a baby to the courts of 
Pharaoh, from herding flocks in 
Midian to leading his people 
out of Egypt.  Turn your own 
reluctance into boldness as you examine the 
significant challenges facing Moses and how God 
shaped his character and life in powerful ways.  All 
are welcome to participate in this study.  If you 
have questions, contact Lou Reed. 

Messiah 
 

Sunday, December 2, 2018 - 7 PM 
 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

Spencer, IA 
 

Directed by Robbin Keith 

 

Turn your clocks back  
an hour on  

Sunday, November 4! 

mailto:jemoen@smunet.net


 

 

 

Hanging of the 
Greens 

 

Hanging of the greens 
will be Saturday, 
December 1, at 10 AM.  
There will be a soup 
lunch at 12 PM.  Hope 
to have everything 
finished by 2 PM.  
Everyone is welcome!  
Come join in the fun!! 
Questions please ask 
Peggy Palm. 

The snow of October 14, reminds us the Advent 
season will soon be here, starting Sunday Dec. 2.  
In place of a children’s Christmas program we will 
be hosting an event called “Follow the Star” the 
evening of December 9.  Put this date on your 
calendar;  you will not want to miss this event!  
The annual caroling is tentatively on board for the 
16

th
 of December.  A service of Long Shadows, 

especially for persons who have experienced the 
death of a family member or close friend, will be held late afternoon, 
Wednesday December 19. 
 

The Sunday service of December 23
rd

 will be considered not only the 4
th
 

Sunday of Advent, but the First Service of Christ!  Then, on the 24
th
, there 

will be two Christmas services, one at 3:00 PM the other at 7:00 PM. 

CHURCH CONFERENCE was Tuesday September 25. 19 people gathered for 
the meeting, convened by Superintendent Ron Carlson. Among the exciting 
things we did was affirm people for ministries for which they have taken training.  
 Dennis DeWitt – affirmed as a Lay Speaker 
 Lay Servant – Sandy Heerdt, Ryan Odor 
 To begin process for Certified Lay Minister – Dorothy DeGroot 
We were unsure if this church, which held Beth Odor’s membership, was to affirm 
continuation of her candidacy so we did that! 
 

We also affirmed the list of leaders for ministries for 2019. That roster is quite fluid 
as people come and go; as leadership roles and needs change through the year. 
That list of leaders will be included in the January newsletter. 
 

Since Church Conference, we have received the request from Ryan and Beth 
Odor to have their memberships transferred to the Langdon United Methodist 
Church.  Beth is currently serving the Langdon UMC as Licensed Local Pastor. If 

they were able to be at worship here, we 
would affirm, from “A Farewell to Church 
Members”:   
We feel sorrow in your leaving, yet we rejoice 
with you in anticipation of this new chapter of 
your life. We will miss your love and support, 
yet we know you will add much to the lives of 
those who [have become] your new church 
family, as you have added much to our lives. 

The November 2018 breakfast hosted by the United Methodist Men will be Saturday, Nov. 
17, at 8:00 AM.  All men and ladies are invited to enjoy breakfast and a great program by 
Pastor Emmanuel Naweji of the Lake Park and Harris UMCs, especially about Africa 
University.   
Here’s his bio: I’ve been serving Christ through the Iowa Annual Conference for 10 years. 
I was born in Belgium, raised in the Democratic Republic of Congo, and earned my first 
degree through Africa University, a Pan-African United Methodist-sponsored university for 
Africans. It’s there I learned my first twenty English words prior to enrolling into the Agri-
business program. I was in Zimbabwe (Africa University) for four years, 2001 to 2005. 
Following my graduation, I came to live in Chicago while attending Garrett Evangelical 
Theological Seminary. Lydia, my wife, joined me when I was in my final year. In 2008, I 
had my first appointment in Iowa. Lydia and I have two daughters, Emly (9) and Belka (6). 
Currently, we are based in Lake Park since 2014. My passion is to help people discover 
their story and be able to lead life with more clarity as Christians. I do it through my 
pastoral ministry, coaching and blogging. You find me at www.emmanuelnaweji.com.  

 

 

 

The United Methodist 

Women welcome all 

women to come to the 

program planning for 

2019.   The meeting will 

be held on Thursday, 

November 29, at 1:00 PM 

in the BenTena Room. 

http://www.emmanuelnaweji.com


CHILDREN & YOUTH 

Children Ministries  
 

The Children’s Ministry team is using the DIG IN: The 
Life of Jesus curriculum for Children’s Sunday school 
classes this fall.  Sunday school is available for 
children ages 3 to grade 6.  We have two classes – 
one for preschoolers and one for kids in elementary 
school.   
 

Preschool class is held in Room 234 and the K-6 class 
is held in Room 226. Sunday school classes are held 
after worship 10:45 – 11:45 a.m.  All are welcome! 
 

Teachers and classroom helpers are still needed for 
both classes.  Questions? Talk to Lisa Elliott or Sheryl 
Larson, co-leaders for Children’s Ministries. 

Community Work Day–November 4 

Join a group from Grace in raking leaves 
and cleaning gutters in the community.  
We’ll meet at the church at 3:00 PM and 
work until 5:00 PM.  Afterward, we’ll have 
soup together and finish up around 6:00 
PM.  Bring a rake and work gloves.  It’s 
FUN and GREAT to help others!  

The Pit Stop – November 6 & 7 
   

Youth will be preparing, serving and 
cleaning up after The Pit Stop meal 
Wednesday, Nov 7.  We’ll meet at 4:45 PM 
that day and be done around 6:45 PM.  
Invite your family to dinner as we’ll be 
serving 5:30 to 6:15 PM in the BenTena 
Room.  We’ll be preparing the lasagna 
Tuesday, November 4, from 4:00-5:30 PM 
in the church kitchen.   

Omelet Breakfast & Chili Cook-off Prep – 
November 17 

 

Let’s have breakfast together Saturday, 
November 17, 10:00 AM.  We’ll be cooking 
our own omelets and then preparing an 
award-winning chili for the Chili 
Cook-off to be held Sunday, 
November 18.  We should be 
finished by 11:30 AM. 

Mark Your Calendars... 
 

Follow the Star – December 9 

Caroling – December 16 

Mark your calendars... 

    CELEBRATE JESUS! 

December 23, Jesus Birthday Party 

10:45 AM 

Songs, cupcakes, making gingerbread 

houses.  An amazing day is planned!   

All are welcome. 

Teach them to your children, talking 
about them when you sit at home and when 
you walk along the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up.  Deuteronomy 11:19 

Reminder:  No Children’s Sunday school on 

Sunday, November 25.  Happy Thanksgiving! 

Incase of inclement weather 
please listen to KICD radio 
station for any cancellation.    

Be safe this winter.   

If your children have graduated 

from high school please make 

sure the office has a current 

address for them.  We would 

love to stay connected with 

them.  We greatly appreciate 

your help.  office@spencergumc.com 



We would like to thank the Grace Church family for all of your 
kindness and support our family has received during our time 
of sorrow after Jeff’s passing.  We have been so very blessed 
by the kindness and outpouring of love from so many.  The 
Lord is amazing and we will continue to praise His Holy 
Name.  Your prayers are greatly appreciated.  
~Kay, Whytne, Chad and Emma Clancy 

Thank  you to everyone for the love you have shown to 
me while I was in the hospital  I appreciate the cards and 
the visits. 
~Joyce McTier 

Blessed  Thankful  Grateful... 

Is it possible that three years can make a “tradition”? If so, 
I thank the SPRC and the people of Grace Church for the 
“tradition” of utilizing Pastor Appreciation Month to fill the 
Food Pantry. It’s not just affirming of Jane and my 
privilege of serving with you, but I experience it as an 
affirmation of our shared ministry in this community. I also 
look at it as a preliminary celebration of Thanksgiving!  
Indeed, we are blessed to be a blessing. God is good.  
    ~Pastor Paul 

Thank you! 
On Sept. 26-28, a crew of seven traveled to Leawood, KS for 
the annual Leadership Institute hosted by the Church of the 
Resurrection (Pastor Adam Hamilton). Representing Grace 
UMC was Pastor Paul, Jane Moen, Cyndi O'Hara, Peggy 
Palm, Sandy Thomas, and Lenny & Sandy Heerdt.  Activities 
included worship in the 3,500 seat sanctuary, listening to 
seven outstanding keynote speakers, and attending breakout 
sessions covering all types of ministries. Between the seven 
of us, we attended 21 different educational sessions and 7 
lunch and share sessions. This was a wonderful time for us to 
learn more about ministry and gain ideas and ways to expand 
our ministry at home. Thank you, members of Grace UMC, for 
this opportunity to learn and lead. 
 

Grace UMC hosted a Lay Servant Leadership Class on 
Saturday, Sept. 29th.  Over 30 participants took one of three 
offered classes: Basic, Advanced Speaking, and Advanced 
Prayer.  Six Grace UMC members participated:  Gina Kohrs, 
Cyndi O'Hara, John Rahn and Crystal Handy took Basic; Jane 
Moen took Advanced Prayer, and Sandy Heerdt took 
Advanced Speaking.  We were served a wonderful hot lunch, 
salads, and desserts.  Thank you to Grace UMC for your 
support and hospitality! 
 

~Sandy & Lenny Heerdt 

On October 9-12, Jane Moen attended the Curious? 
Church Conference in Des Moines.  It was a nation-wide 
conference for those involved in faith formation.  I look 
forward to reflecting on all the information I gathered from 
keynote speakers & workshops and integrating it into 
what we’re doing at Grace.  I appreciate your support and 
the opportunity to attend this conference.   
~Jane  

College Connections 
The College Connections team recently sent a 
“Halloween” package with an assortment of candy 
and a monster stress ball to college students.  This 
fall, Grace UMC will be sending a package to 
college students each month. 

Life at Grace 

AED/CPR  TRAINING has been scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 13, starting at 6:00 PM. The training will be held at the 
Spencer Fire & Rescue Station, 10 Grand Ave.  This will be adult and pediatric use of the AED.  It is held at the Fire 
Station because that’s where the “Annies” (dummies used for practice) are stored. 
AED stands for Automated External Defibrillators. If you’ve not had training in the use of an AED, it will 
be a great and possibly life-saving opportunity.  The CPR (Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation) process 
has been much revised over the years to experience a higher degree of success and recovery from 
cardiac arrest.  There will be a limit to the class size. If the class is not filled by people from Grace by 
Friday, Nov. 9, we will offer other churches to register.  Contact the church office today. 
The Trustees, under the tutelage of Trustee and firefighter Jeff Huckfelt, submitted an approved 
application for Foundation funds to purchase an AED for the church. That AED has been installed on 
the wall just outside the church office. Everyone is asked to become familiar with that location. YOU 
may be the person to get the AED if someone is performing initial CPR on a cardiac victim. 

Thank you!  This (college care) package was super sweet!  Thank you again for caring for my peers and me!  I’m very 
happy at CSM!  Currently I’m a bio major, but that could always change.  I enjoy spending time with new friends and trying 
new places to eat.  Omaha is a great place to be!  Thank you again.  ~Maddie DeWitt 

And my God will supply all your needs according to 
His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. ~Philippians 4:19 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 1: 
9:30 AM  Pastor’s Assoc. Meeting 
5:30 PM  Children’s Ministry 
November 3: 
7:00 AM to 4:00 PM  Prayer Gathering 
8:00 AM  Ingathering Cherokee 
November 4: 
Daylight Savings Ends 
*Regular Scheduling  
3:00 - 5:00 PM  Community Work Day 
November 5: 
9:00 AM  Stepping On 
11:30 AM  Wellness Bunch 
5:30 PM  SPRC Meeting 
5:30 PM  Mission Meeting 
November 6: 
6:45 AM  Community Bible Study 
9:00 AM  Clergy Day Apart 
5:15 PM  PALS Board Meeting 
5:30 PM  Congregational Care Meeting 
7:00 PM  ADT Meeting 
7:00 PM  Boy Scout Troop 123 
7:00 PM  District Boy Scout Meeting 

November 7: 
1:15 PM  Communion LH/NS 
*Regular Scheduling 
November 10: 
Jump Start donations due  
10:00 AM  Worship Meeting 
November 11: 
*Regular Schedule 
12:00 PM  Youth Adult Gathering 
4:30 PM  PALS Meeting 
November 12: 
9:00 AM  Stepping On 
6:30 PM  Trustee Meeting 
November 13: 
6:45 AM  Community Bible Study 
6:00 PM  AED Training 
7:00 PM  Boy Scout Troop 123 
November 14: 
9:30 AM  Coffee at Grace 
4:45 PM  Jump Start bag assembly 
*Regular Schedule 
November 15:- Newsletter Deadline 
9:30 AM  DHS Meeting 
9:30 AM  Lydia Circle 
9:30 AM  Ruth Circle 
1:30 PM  Mary Circle 
Delivering of Jump Start bags 
November 17: 
8:00 AM  United Methodist Men Meeting 
9:15 AM  Orientation to the UMC 
10:00 AM  Youth Omelet Breakfast 
Private Gathering in BenTena Room 
November 18: 
*Regular Scheduling 
St. Luke Roundup 
6:00 PM  Thanksgiving Worship 

November 19:  
9:00 AM  Stepping On 
11:30 AM  Wellness Bunch 
3:00 PM  Program at Sunset Apt. 
5:30 PM  Facility Taskforce 
November 20: 
6:45 AM  Community Bible Study 
7:00 PM  Boy Scout Troop 123 
November 21: 
6:35 PM  Chancel Choir Practice 
November 22: 
Office Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 
November 23: 
Office Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 
November 25: 
9:30 AM  Worship 
November 26: 
9:00 AM  Stepping On 
7:00 PM  Ad Council Meeting 
November 27: 
6:45 AM  Community Bible Study 
5:00 PM  ISU Extension office training 
5:30 PM  GGT Meeting 
7:00 PM  Boy Scout Troop 123 
November 28: 
8:00 AM  Share the Weight Blanket making 
*Regular Scheduling 
November 29: 
9:30 AM  DHS Meeting 
1:00 PM  UMW Meeting 
5:00 PM  The Table 
 

*Regular Scheduling 
 

Sundays 
9:30 AM  Worship 
10:45 AM  Discipleship Growth for all ages 
 

Wednesdays 
1:30 PM  GIG– Galatians 
5:30 PM to 6:15 PM  PITSTOP Meal 
6:06 PM to 6:30 PM  Worship 
6:35 PM  GIG– Parables 
6:35 PM  Chancel Choir Practice 
7:15/7:30 PM  Bell Choir Setup & Practice 

Pastor Paul Frederiksen  
pastorpaul@spencergumc.com  
 

Committee Contacts:  
Ad Council Chair: Judith Olson  
SPRC Chair: Brian Fisher  
Treasure: Dennis Spooner  
Trustee Chair: Gary Small  
Lay Leaders: Sandy Heerdt & John Rahn 
Missions Chair: Gina Kohrs  
Worship Chair: Cyndi O’Hara  
Children’s Ministry Co-Chairs: 
 Lisa Elliott & Sheryl Larson  
Discipleship Coordinator: Jane Moen  
UMW: Linda Johnston  
UMM: Roger Ingledue  
Missionary: Linda Stransky 
Jubilee Project, TN  

Grace United Methodist Church  
311 2nd Ave West • Spencer, Iowa 51301  
(712) 262-5970 • www.spencergumc.com  

 

Worship Sundays  9:30 AM  
Discipleship Growth 10:45 AM  
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Thanksgiving 


