August 2018
Teach me your ways, O Lord,
and I will walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart,
that I may fear your name.
~Psalm 86:11

“Get Me to the Church on Time”...
That is, for Coffee Fellowship
9:30 AM – 10:30 AM Narthex

Coffee at Grace
with Bonnie & Phyllis
Wednesdays, August 1, and 15
Wednesdays, September 5, and 19
Wednesdays, October 10, and 24
Bring a friend
Make a new friend
Share in fellowship and friendship

BISHOP HALLER COMING TO NORTHWEST DISTRICT
(to be hosted by Spencer Grace UMC!)
Bishop Haller will be presiding at an afternoon meeting
October 28 at Grace UMC-Spencer.

Prayer for College Students:
Lord for those youth who are heading off to college.
We ask that You help them to keep their eyes focused
on things above and not on the worldly items that will
perish. Help them to ask for Your guidance in all they
do. Help them to turn to You when they are reaching out.
May they live a life worthy of You and give You praise in
all they do as they Glorify Your precious and Holy Name.

I’ve been asked to include in the newsletter the complete list of “Ways Jesus Is Like a Firefighter,” which
has been the base for the Children’s Lessons through the Discipleship – Firefighter series.
1. He comes to Rescue the Trapped. (Luke 13:16)
– Jesus frees people from sickness, handicaps, sin
We rescue people trapped in cars, houses, on sides of mountains, in collapsed trenches.
We can’t rescue some (addicts, abuse victims).
Jesus can rescue anyone!
2. Jesus is Ready to help when we Call. (Luke 18:35-43)
– Even when others were in the way!
Firefighters need to be ready for anything/one
Last week I slept thru a call! (Jesus doesn’t!)
Jesus is always being interrupted to help people
He never gets too tired/sleepy to respond!
3. He Pats his buddies on the Back. (Luke 10:17-21)
– Jesus shares His work & loves it when we succeed!
No firefighter is alone. We’re in this together.
We help each other & celebrate successes.
Jealousy has no place on an emergency scene.
Jesus still encourages/empowers us in our work!
4. He sees past the Wounds & sees the Person. (Mark 1:40-41)
– Jesus sees past the leprosy to the heart
We learn to see past blood & gore, smells, even attitudes to see the hurting person.
Especially when folks are weak & hurting
Jesus sees past our wounds, attitudes & sees us.
5. He enters the Scariest, most Disgusting places. (Mark 5:2, 5)
– Jesus befriended the ugliest, & entered their homes
I have felt like taking 2 showers after some calls!
Training & equipment make this possible.
We go because we care
Jesus still goes because He still cares.
6. He comes to Serve (not be served). (Mk 10:45)
– Jesus doesn’t come to be pampered
Firefighters are only interested in helping/serving
Sometimes this gets very difficult. We get hurt.
Jesus too, helps till it hurts, and then some.
7. He lays down his Life to save his Friends. (John 15:13)
– When called on to do so, He died for us.
Thankfully, I don’t know anyone personally who died in the line of duty.
Many did on Sept. 11, 2001, & throughout history.
Jesus looked for another way, but didn’t find one.
We will always honor Him for that!

Time marches on!! 2018 CHURCH
CONFERENCE is scheduled for Tuesday,
September 25, to begin at 7:00 PM. This is
two months earlier than any recently held
Church Conference, which is the annual
business and celebration event of a United
Methodist Church. You are each and all
invited
This early date will put some pressure to get
some of the ‘routine’ work done earlier than
usual. But that will allow us to focus on our
discipleship ministries through the fall.
We may want to re-affirm the current goals
and/or refine and add to them. We can attain
that by September 25. The entire budget
does not need to be prepared for the Church
Conference, but it is preferred for the
Staff-Parish Relations section to be dealt with
at that time because the Pastor’s salary must
be set by Church Conference.

NW DISTRICT LAY SERVANT
TRAINING:

This will be the first time in a few
years Lay Servant Training is
offered in this northern part of the
NW District. This was by the
request of your pastor, wants to
have many persons of Grace UMC
enrolled, as well as others from this part of the District!!
These classes are for youth as well as adults. We
have funds budgeted for registration and cost of books
and will order the books en masse as soon as we know
how many people from Grace plan to attend. Let’s not
let a lack of leadership hold back the future of Grace
UMC!!
When:

Saturday, September 29, 2018
8:00 AM to 6:00 PM

Where:

Grace United Methodist Church
311 2nd Ave West– Spencer

Information & Registration:
https:northwest.iaumc.org/layservants
Classes being offered:
A. Basic Lay Servant Training
B. Advanced: Dancing with Words
C. Advanced: Leading with Prayer
The cost of the class will be $20 per person. Lunch will
be included. Registration deadline is September 19.
Checks need to be sent to the District Office prior to the
class or you can pay online.
A Membership Orientation/Exploration;
Sunday, August 12, (or a time that works for
you!)
Do you have questions about the United
Methodist Church?
 Have questions about Grace United
Methodist Church?
 Want to know more abut how or why we
do what we do?
 Or why we believe what we believe.


Come to an informal gathering of others who
may have questions pertaining to these or
other matters.
We’ll plan to begin after worship, giving
people time to collect a beverage and make
their way to the Wesley Room.
We can always recognize/receive new
members to the church, but we will make
New Member recognition part of the service
Sunday, August 26.

You will be responsible for ordering your books for your
class. We will not have extras available. Books can be
ordered through Cokesbury.com or Amazon.com or
Bookstore.UpperRoom.org. You will need to have read
the book prior to the training.

Basic course Lay Servant Ministries Participant book, ISBN 97808817-7626-3 (by Sandy Zeigler Jackson)
Advanced Course– Dancing with Words
Dancing with Words ISBN 978-0-88177-407-8 (by Ray
Buckley)
Advanced Course– Leading Prayer
Let the Whole Church Say Amen! by Laurence Hull
Stookey ISBN 978-0-6870-9077-8

WORSHIP in August
The 16 firefighters connected with Grace UMC have been instrumental to not only identify but to deliver the message for
“What can we learn about discipleship from firefighters?” My thanks to them for that assistance. This series will
culminate August 12. Those firefighters, and others, have been invited to be our special guests Sunday, August 12, and
will be recognized during the worship. There will also be a special time of fellowship following worship.
August 5:

“What can we learn about discipleship from firefighters?”
“Be Alert for Hazards and What’s Hazardous”
Scriptures: 2 Corinthians 12:2-5 & 7-10; I Peter 5:7 - 11
Special Music: Former GUMC organist Evan Hilsabeck will accompany worship!
Meeting: Membership Orientation session with Pastor Paul.
Recital: 3:00 PM -world renowned musician Kent Tritle from New York City, native of Spirit Lake,
will present a recital on the Grace UMC organ!

August 12:

“What can we learn about discipleship from firefighters?”
“Chaos is Not Your Friend… Someone Has to be in Charge!”

August 19:
“The Wisdom to Ask for Wisdom”
Scriptures: I Kings 2:10-12 & 3:3-14; Ephesians 5:15-20
August 26:
“Life… Is Creating Community”; Recognizing New Members
Scriptures: John 6:58-69; I Kings 8:22-30, 41-43
Church Event: 12:00 Noon, Picnic at Scharnberg Park

S’more Worship: Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. (Usually in the Narthex)
Wednesday evening services, S’more in the summer and Pit Stop starting September 19, are going to deal with themes from a
book by Tony Campolo and Brian McLaren called, Missing the Point.
Aug. 1
Aug. 8
Aug. 15
Aug. 22
Aug. 29

“Salvation”
“Theology”
“Kingdom of God” inc. communion
“End Times”
“The Bible” Final S’more worship of 2018

Wednesday, September 19 = first PITSTOP of 2018-2019. Watch for more in the Sept. Newsletter!

THE LAY LEADERSHIP & DEVELOPMENT TEAM will begin in August to identify leadership for 2019 and beyond. If you have sought a
means to serving within the church (#3 below) but still feel like you’re on the outside and under-utilized, please, let’s not play
hide-and-seek!! Just step out and let us know what and how much you’re willing to dedicate to ministries within the church. We
would not mind one little bit if every position was filled with people who just came forward!!
Members of that Lay Leadership & Development Team are: Linda Bress, Jane Ingledue, Becky Prentice, Carol Fisher, Rick Geidl,
Dorothy DeGroot, Lay Leader – TBN & Pastor Paul.
Every United Methodist Church in Iowa is being challenged to come up with a Discipleship Pathway. I don’t know what our
“finished” product will look like, but I envision a pathway that includes, in some form, some of the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Welcome all people.
Persons in active relationship with Grace Church are involved in some sort of a GIG. (Growth & Impact Group)
Persons of Grace Church are expected to have a hands-on ministry within the life of the church.
Active persons shall extend ministry outside “church” to some social, community, vocational, non-“church” setting.
“Members” are expected and all person are encouraged to support GUMC ministries through sound, wholistic financial
stewardship.

Mission news...

A person is either a Missionary
or a Mission Field...

Let all that you do be done in love. ~1 Corinthians 16:14
Head Start – Children’s Clothing Needed

Missions Rummage Sale - October

Just a reminder that the Missions Rummage
Sale will be held Friday, October 19, and
Saturday, October 20. As you do your
summer cleaning, please keep this in mind
and set aside “gently used” items for the sale.
Donations will be
accepted beginning
Monday, October 14.
More details will be
available in the
October newsletter.

Festival of Talents
As part of the Festival of Talents, the Missions
Team will provide space in the Narthex for you
to sell items or post signs to offer services/
talents. Market days are August 12, and
September 23. All money goes to
Missions. Consider what you’d like to give to
Missions and support to individuals sharing
their talents, please stop by the Narthex before
and after EACH worship service and see
what’s being offered.
On October 14, during worship, all participants
will have an opportunity to return the money
and any profits and share your experiences
with others. Of course, our hope is that YOU
stretch/grow your faith, creatively use your
talents and share what you’ve learned with
others.

Head Start is planning to have children’s clothing
available for their families this fall. The Missions team
will be collecting clothing (sizes 2T – 5)
in August for Head Start families. If
you have children or grandchildren with
gently used, clean clothing, your
donations will be appreciated.
Donations may be brought to the
Missions Corner in the Narthex.
Thanks!
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom
shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said,
“Here am I. Send me!” He said, “Go and tell this
people” ...
~Isaiah 6: 8-9

The Mission Market is now available outside the
church office. If you have extra produce you’d like to
donate, please bring them to the church. Any freewill
donations given for the fruits and vegetables will go to
mission projects.

Change the World –
Sharing the Weight

The Missions team has
decided that the Change the
World offering will go to the
Sharing the Weight project
in August. Sharing the
Weight is a non-profit
organization that makes and
distributes weighted blankets
to special needs children free of charge. Grace has
been hosting work days every other month this year
for sewers in the community making these weighted
blankets. Funds will be used to purchase fabric for
these much-needed blankets. For more information,
contact Brownie Small or Phyllis Sitter.

Mission News continued....
UMCOR School Kits

With school supplies on sale, this is a GREAT time to purchase supplies for an UMCOR School Kit. In
some countries, without books, classrooms, or other supplies, a school kit may be a person’s only
educational resource.
Here’s a list of items in the school kit:
 3 Notebooks, approx. 8 ½ x 11 wide ruled (210 to 250 sheets total) spiral or bound
 1 2” or longer eraser
 1 blunt scissors (metal, round tips only)
 One pack of loose-leaf paper (100-200 sheets; wide or college rule)
 1 12” or 30 cm metric ruler (sturdy or flexible material accepted)
 1 hand pencil sharpener
 1 box of 24 crayons (ONLY 24)
 6 unsharpened pencils with erasers
All school supplies need to be put in 2 gallon re-sealable plastic bags. School bags no longer need to
be sewn for the school kits.

Thanksgiving Ingathering

The 2018 Ingathering brochure is available at the back of the sanctuary and in the office. Last year,
we donated 116 kits (including cleaning buckets) to the Ingathering. Let’s see if we can increase the
number of kits to 125. If each family puts together a couple of kits, we should easily accomplish this
goal. The Dedication of Ingathering Kits will be held on Sunday, October 28, so all kits must be turned
in by that date. The Thanksgiving Ingathering will be held Saturday, November 3, in Cherokee.
Thank you!
Thank you for supporting the
Missions Work Team’s trip to
Jubilee Project in Sneedville, TN.
We can’t report on the trip because
the newsletter deadline is before the
trip occurs. The work team does
want to thank you for your prayers,
the notes of encouragement, and
the financial support. We look
forward to serving and working with
Missionary Linda Stransky on your
behalf at Jubilee Project.

MEMBER NEWS:


Alison Martin now lives in Waukee and
has asked that she be dropped from the
membership roll here at Grace. Blessings
to she and Brandon as they develop a
church home there.



July 14: Wedding of Emma Woolery &
Colby Nelson



July 1: Wedding of Tarrel Storey &
Shane Habben

To all the Vacation Bible School Teachers, helpers, chief
cook and everyone else – Thank you! I could see all the time
and effort that was put into a great Vacation Bible School. My
Kiddos thought it was super fun and like the beach
theme. Each day they could tell me the Bible Story. Last night
I heard the songs – it’s in their minds! Thanks again.
Ardelle Faulkender
 Thanks for letting me help at VBS this year. It was fun
and I want to do it next year too. Sydni
 Thanks! It was fun! Ryonna
 Thank you so much for all the fun activities. Thank
you! Braylie
 Thank you - Camden

VBS

Thanks to ALL who contributed to Vacation Bible School this
summer! The prayers, food donations, helpers and leaders all
contributed to the success of our 3-day event July 9-11. A
special thanks to our leaders: Lisa Elliott, Sheryl Larson,
Crystal Handy and Pastor Paul; helpers: Hannah Boyens,
Emily Beehler, Bailey Swanson, Riley Herman, Erika Amendt,
Sydni Faulkender, Veronica Studer, Trinity Meaney, and
KayLeigh West; kitchen crew: Becky Prentice, Jane Moen &
Phyllis Sitter; and support troops: Bri Pullen, Dan & Paula
Harris, and Dave Decker. The number of kids who participated
in VBS increased slightly with 18 kids this year. If you took
time to invite a neighbor or friend, thank you!

Children Ministries

Our goal is to increase the number of classes/
activities for children & youth as well as the
number of people involved in Children’s and
Youth Ministries this next year. Please
consider how YOU might be able to help
out….teach or assist with Sunday School, start
a class for preschool kids, offer activities for 5th
and 6th grade kids, lead a time of music for SS
kids, serve on the Children’s Ministry team, or
simply make a commitment to
helping your kids grow
spiritually by coming to worship
and participating in Sunday
School or small groups/GIGs.

7 – 12 YOUth Summer Activities

In July, the youth attended a Drum & Bugle
Corps Competition at Morningside and rode
Okoboji’s Queen II & had dinner at Bob’s
Dogs. In August, the youth will serve floats
for the Main Street Market on August 9, and
have a picnic afterwards. If you’d like to be a
part of planning activities for youth this next
school year, please contact Jane Moen in the
church office. The Youth Advisory Council
will meet in August!
College Students AND Parents – Up-date
Address Information
With fall classes just around the corner,
please e-mail (kayclancy@spencergumc.com)
or call (262-5970) the church office with your
current contact information by Monday,
August 20. We need your college address,
e-mail address, phone number and birth date.
This information will be used by the church
office to send the church communications (i.e.
newsletter) and by the College Connections
group to send care packages and keep in
touch. If you’d like to be a part of the College
Connections ministry, contact Paula Harris or
Jane Moen. Thanks!

THANK YOU....

June 18th- a new hip became part of my body
– painfully for awhile.
But, you were there with me with your prayers,
visits, cards, flowers, food.
I will always remember the encouragement and love
that was given to me and Blaine by our Pastor Paul and
our church family.
Gods Blessings to all,
Marge & Blaine Pedersen

PITSTOP

The PITSTOP meal and worship will start
again Wednesday, September 19. The
meal is served 5:30 – 6:15 PM and worship
is 6:06 – 6:30 PM. Last year, we had 6 crews rotate
responsibilities for preparing the weekly meal. In
August, we will ask which of last year’s crews would
like to continue and set up new ones to participate this
year. If you served on a crew last year, simply contact
your crew lead to indicate whether you’ll be able to
continue this year. We need to know if you’d like to
serve on the same crew or if you’d be willing to serve
on or even lead another crew. If you haven’t been a
part of a crew and would like to help fix meals on
Wednesday, please sign up in the Narthex. It’s a great
way to get to know others in the church!

Leadership Training

Two national church leadership events will be held in
the next two months – one in August and one in
September. These events are intended to equip
church leaders and strengthen churches. If you have
an interest in developing leadership skills and using
your gifts to serve in ministry at Grace UMC, please
consider attending one or both of these events. See
details below....

The Global Leadership Summit will be held Thursday,
August 9 and Friday, August 10, 2018. The event,
planned by Willow Creek, has a satellite location at the
Good News Community Church in Okoboji. Well
known speakers such as John Maxwell, Craig
Groeschel, Simon Sinek & Daniel Pink will be
presenting. Let us know by Friday, August 3rd if you
are interested. For more information, go to
www.willowcreek.com/events/leadership/.
The Leadership Institute will be held Wednesday,
September 26 – Friday, September 28. The event will
be held at the Church of the Resurrection in Leawood,
Kansas. Adam Hamilton is the senior pastor at the
Church of the Resurrection. The institute provides an
opportunity to experience renewal and connect with
more than 2000 pastors and leaders from around the
country. Let us know by Friday, September 14 if you’re
interested. For more information, go to:
https://li.cor.org.
Foundation funds are available to support up to
10 individuals interested in developing
their skills. If you’re interested in
attending either event, contact Pastor
Paul or Jane Moen. Leaders will come
away with fresh ideas, renewed focus
and a rekindled hope for the future.

Spiritual Retreats

Looking for opportunities to become spiritually renewed? Consider one of the following retreats:
Spiritual Formation and the Psalms Retreat –
August 25
“The Lord is my Shepherd” and “Praise the
Lord!” are familiar words from the Psalms.
Grace UMC is hosting an adult retreat entitled
“Spiritual Formation and the Psalms” Saturday,
August 25, at Okoboji United Methodist Camp.
This retreat will invite you into a closer
relationship with our Creator as we spend time in
the Psalms. The retreat will start at 9:00 AM and
end at 3:30 PM. The retreat will be led by Jerry
Oakland from the Iowa Conference. It will
include worship, presentations, silent reflection
and group sharing. The retreat and lunch will be
provided at no cost to participants. Please sign
up for the retreat by Friday, August 17.

Living as Vessels of Compassion: A Faithful
Response in Troubling Times –
September 24 - 27
This retreat is 3-Day “Spirit Streams” academy for
Spiritual Formation at Camp Wesley Woods. It
offers lay and clergy person a chance to grow
spiritually in a disciplined community. Worship,
study, rest and renews are all a part of the retreat.
Applications and additional info are available in the
church office.
...but if from there you seek the Lord your God, you
will find him if you seek him with all your heart and
with all your soul.
~Deuteronomy 4:29

Walk to Emmaus

Walk to Emmaus is a three-day retreat that will take you away from the distractions of life and allow you to
refocus on your faith. You’ll be immersed in a Christian community. The activities and discussions will
encourage you to live out your faith in new ways.
Men’s Walk: October 18-21 at First UMC in Ankeny
February 7 – 10 at West Des Moines UMC in West Des Moines
March 21 – 24 at Inspiration Hills in Canton, SD

Women’s Walk: October 25-28 at First UMC in Ankeny
February 14-17 at West Des Moines UMC in West Des Moines
March 29 – 31 at Inspiration Hills in Canton, SD
If you are interested in learning more about the Walk to Emmaus, contact the church office, so we can
arrange for you to meet someone who has already experienced a walk. You’ll come away from the
weekend with a renewed sense on energy and commitment to your faith.

VBS...

Kent is Director of Choral Activities at the Manhattan School of
Music and is a member of the graduate faculty of The Juilliard
School. Also an acclaimed organ virtuoso, Kent Tritle is the
organist of the New York Philharmonic and the American
Symphony Orchestra.

VBS 2018 snapshots...
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Pastor Paul Frederiksen
pastorpaul@spencergumc.com
Committee Contacts:
Ad Council Chair: Judith Olson
SPRC Chair: Brian Fisher
Treasure: Dennis Spooner
Trustee Chair: Gary Small
Lay Leaders: Sandy Heerdt & John Rahn
Missions Chair: Gina Kohrs
Worship Chair: Cyndi O’Hara
Children’s Ministry Chair: Bri Pullen
Discipleship Coordinator: Jane Moen
UMW: Linda Johnston
UMM: Roger Ingledue
Missionary: Linda Stransky
Jubilee Project, Tennessee

*Regular scheduling...
Sundays:
8:00 AM GIG
9:30 AM Worship
10:45 AM Disciple Growth
Aug 1:
Pastor and Jane out of town
9:30 AM Coffee at Grace
6:30 PM Smore Worship
Aug 2:
2:30 PM Boys Town
5:00 PM Root Beer Floats
Aug 5:
8:00 AM GIG
9:30 PM Worship
3:00 PM Kent Tritle Recital
Aug 6:
11:30 AM Wellness Group
5:30 PM SPRC
6:00 PM Mission Meeting
7:00 PM Ad Council Meeting
Aug 7:
6:45 AM Community Bible Study
5:15 PM PALS Board Meeting
5:30 PM Grace Cares
6:00 PM Children’s Ministry
6:00 PM District Boy Scouts Meeting
7:00 PM Troop 123
Aug 8:
11:00 AM Central Iowa Testing

1:15 PM Communion LH/NS
6:30 PM Smore Worship
Aug 9:
5:00 PM Root Beer Floats
Aug 11:
11:00 AM Private Gathering
Aug 12: Festival of Talents Market Day
*Regular schedule
10:45 AM Membership Orientation
Aug 13:
11:00 AM Central Iowa Testing
5:30 PM Facilities Study Group
6:00 PM Host District Pastors Meeting
6:30 PM Trustee Meeting
Aug 14:
6:45 AM Community Bible Study
9:30 AM DHS Meeting
7:00 PM Troop 123
7:00 PM District Boy Scout Meeting
Aug 15: Newsletter Deadline
9:30 AM Coffee at Grace
6:30 PM Smore Worship
7:15 PM Root beer with the Pastor
Aug 16:
1:30 PM Mary Circle
Aug 19:
*Regular Scheduling
Aug 20:
11:30 AM Wellness Group
3:00 PM Sunset Program
Aug 21:

6:45 AM Community Bible Study
7:00 PM Troop 123
Aug 22:
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM Share the Weight Blankets
11:00 AM Central Iowa Testing
3:35 PM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM Smore Worship
Aug 25:
10:00 AM Worship Meeting– Fireside Room
Aug 26:
*Regular scheduling
12:00 PM GGT Church Picnic
Aug 27:
6:00 PM Children’s Ministry
7:00 PM Ad Council
Aug 28:
6:45 AM Community Bible Study
5:30 PM GGT Meeting
7:00 PM Troop 123
Aug 29:
9:00 AM PALS Meeting
6:30 PM Smore Worship
Aug 30:
9:30 AM DHS Meeting
11:00 AM Central Iowa Testing

