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Trustee Note: 
On Sunday, June 10, the congregation was presented with information in regards to the heating system of Grace United 
Methodist Church.  In review, the congregation was reminded that in 2015 Grace family assisted in the capital improvement 
project.  Because the large, main boiler was condemned by the boiler inspector for the state of Iowa.  It was replaced with two 
3999,000 BTU high efficiency unites.  This left four small, older, less efficient units to be used as back up for when the new 
units were not able to keep up due to harsh, cold weather.  At that time the Trustees were informed that the remaining units 
would need to be replaced sometime in the future due to their age and inefficiency.  Last winter the weather required that 
those four units be used to maintain the heat within the church.  As predicted because of their age and type of boiler they are, 
their efficiency, which is approximately 50%, brought the overall efficiency for heating the church down considerably.  When 
the bill began to come in several months in a row and the savings we had seen when the new boilers could handle the cold 
temperatures alone dwindled the Trustees determined that this situation needed to be addressed.  The meant replacing the old 
boilers before another winter set in.   
 
Going forward, the replacement of the remaining boilers is estimated to cost approximately $40,000.00. This project will 
replace the four outdated, inefficient boilers with two 500,000 BTU high efficiency units and control systems will be added to 
enable all four boiler to share the work load consistent.  This will provide Grace Church the capability of providing a warm 
environment for attenders and enable us to do so at the most economical price overall. 
 
The good news is that we applied for and received $19,519.98 from the Foundation to be used for this project.  This leaves a 
balance of $20,480.02 to cover the cost of the new boilers and will ensure that 
the unites that are heating Grace church are in optimum working order and 
running at approximately 95% efficiency.  The bids have been accepted and this 
project is expected to be completed by the end of September. 
 
At this time the Trustees are asking the members of Grace Church to prayerfully 
consider help to fund this capital improvement for the remaining $20,519.02 with 
donations to the remaining boiler replacement project.  If you have any questions 
I can be reached at (712)346-8184. 
 
Thank you for your time,  
Gary Small Trustee Chairperson  



This item was in the July 2017 Newsletter from Grace UMC:  
 The Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) of GUMC is in the process of determining the way forward 
for music ministries.  The SPRC is toying with the idea of pursuing a person to be Music Ministries 
 Coordinator.  This position might include directing the current Chancel Choir, but there are other 
possibilities for music ministries that we are not currently addressing via volunteers. The SPRC work in 
this area is in-process.  There will be more details as direction becomes clear but if you are curious what 
 this might look like or have ideas/inspirations to share, talk to SPRC chair Phil Kohrs [now Brian 
Fisher] or Pastor Paul. 

 

So the SPRC put together a job description for the position of Music Ministries Coordinator. We put out the word, had one bite, to 
which the response was, ñThis is more than I thought it would be.ò We continued to talk it up, pray, and hope ï not only for that 
position but also for a worship organist.  Then one day the phone rang and Ruth Steinkoenig was on the other end. She and Tom 
had spoken to their friend and former GUMC pastor Larry and Leanne Hartley, who attended the anniversary weekend in 
September. Larry had mentioned we were shopping for an organist. Ruth and I had not spoken very long before she said, ñYou 
want to talk to my husband. Heôs been a church music coordinator.ò  Well, as they say, ñthe rest is history.ò 
 

SPRC chair Phil Kohrs and I had a conversation (as opposed to an ñinterviewò!) with them and negotiated an agreement from 
November 1, 2017, through the end of May 2018.  Tomôs first request was a 3-month arrangement, but the months of Nov., Dec. 
(Journey, Christmas, New Years!) and Jan. were not, in our opinion, favorable months to see what could happen with music 
ministries. Somewhat reluctantly Tom signed the agreement.  But that did prove to be good for Grace UMC!  He and Ruth were 
marvelous additions and he did indeed bring out some fine music from Grace singers and instrumentalists. 
 

The week after Easter we needed to have some direction for the future so we conversed. On May 29th they affirmed having had a 
delightful time and a great experience with the ñwonderful people of Grace,ò expressed gratitude for the opportunityé AND stated 
that they were ñdone with church music.ò  We may have worn Tom out!! 
 

So your SPRC is once again seeking someone to fulfill the expectations of the Music Ministries Coordinator position. We believe 
we have a viable candidate and will communicate updates as appropriate. 

Trying to get some theology reading included in each day, I came across this statement in the Christian Century,                                  
               (June 6, 2018, p. 11) 

Theology is irrelevant when it is morally detached. 
A quote of theologian James Cone followed: ñThe passive acceptance of injustice is not the way of human beings.ò  After reading 
that article at breakfast, Tuesday, June 5, we went to cast our votes for the 2018 primary.  I took my theology right into that voting 
carrel.  In fact, every person needs to take their theology into such places.  If we do not, then we jest as we sing such songs as ñI 
wanna live so, God can use meéò or ñSent Out in Jesusô Name, my hands are ready now, to make the earth the place, in which 
the kingdom comes...ò  Your community ï wherever you are as you read this ï and the world need your Christian witness. 
 

By the time you read this, I hope to have seen the movie ñFirst Reformed.ò  Iôve only heard a bit about it, but it sounds like a film 
that will affirm our role as stated in the 13th Century prayer of St. Francis. Look for it elsewhere in this newsletter; or read it any 
time in the United Methodist Hymnal, No. 481. 

SPENCER ð GRACE UMC ORGAN RECITAL IS SCHEDULED!! 
 

Kent Tritle is one of Americaôs leading choral conductors. Called ñthe 
brightest star in New Yorkôs choral music worldò by The New York Times, he 
is Director of Cathedral Music and Organist at the Cathedral of St. John 
the Divine in New York City; Music Director of Musica Sacra, the longest 
continuously performing professional chorus in New York; and Music 
Director of the Oratorio Society of New York, the acclaimed 200-voice 
volunteer chorus. In addition, Kent is Director of Choral Activities and Chair 
of the Organ Department at the Manhattan School of Music and is a 
member of the graduate faculty of The Juilliard School. An acclaimed 
organ virtuoso, Kent Tritle is the organist of the New York 
Philharmonic and the American Symphony Orchestra. 
 

AND he will be the featured organist at a recital 3:00 PM- August 5th at 
Grace United Methodist Church of Spencer, Iowa!! 

http://www.stjohndivine.org/programs
http://www.stjohndivine.org/programs
http://www.musicasacrany.com/
http://www.oratoriosocietyofny.org/
http://www.msmnyc.edu/
http://www.juilliard.edu/
http://nyphil.org/
http://nyphil.org/
http://www.americansymphony.org/


 

The Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi ð Italy, 13th C. 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace; 
 Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
 Where there is injury, pardon; 
 Where there is doubt, faith; 
 Where there is despair, hope; 
 Where there is darkness, light; 
 And where there is sadness, joy. 
 

O Divine Master, 
    Grant that I may not so much seek to be  
  consoled as to console; 
 To be understood, as to understand; 
 To be loved, as to love; 
 For it is in giving that we receive, 
 It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
 And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Main Street Market is July 12, 19, 26, and Aug. 2 & 9.  This 
outdoor farmerôs market and craft sale is held five 
Thursdays every summer on the south lawn of the Clay 
County Courthouse, across the street from Grace UMC.  
 

The past two years weôve served root beer floats to the 
people who come. Itôs fun to hear the comment, ñYou mean 
itôs free?!ò 
 

It seems a good idea to do it again.  Every church is known 
on the street in some way. It could be worse than being 
known as ñthe church with free root beer floats!ò 
 

Yes, once again, we are inviting people to donate ice cream 
and root beer for this fun and Free-As-Godôs-Grace activity. 
 

Sign up sheets in the Narthex for volunteers.   CONFIRMATION will be offered 

this school year starting in September. 
Those invited to consider participation 
are typically going into 7th or 8th grade. 
Other possible students are high 
school-age youth who have not 
previously participated in this extensive 
introduction to the Bible and the Christian faith.  I am asking 
all families who have a potential student to let me know. In the 
later part of July and early August I will be visiting with each 
family. pastorpaul@spencergumc.com or call the church 
office: 712-262-5970  
     ~Pastor Paul  

Grace UMC is blessed with ñPot Farmersò!! 
In a previous newsletter we gave persons opportunity to 
adopt one of the seven different pots or plots around the 
church.  You gobbled them and planted amazing, beautiful 
plants!!  Thank you, thank you!  ñPot Gardenersò include 
Sheryl Larson, Sharon Montgomery, Jane Ingledue, Dorothy 
DeGroot, Bill & Jannis Liekweg.   

Hereõs a thought to ponder...   
 

Is it accurate for your life?  Is it accurate for 
the life of Grace UMC?  
 ñThere is no innovation and creativity without 
failure.  Period.ò   ~Breneô Brown 

Young Adults & Family Ministry 
Are YOU interested in exploring the needs of young adults and 
their families and finding ways to support and encourage them 
in their faith journey?  Would you like to develop relationships 
with young adults & families in the church?  If so, bring your 
coffee/lemonade to the Fireside Room after worship (10:45 AM) 
Sunday, July 15.  Anyone with a passion for reaching out and 
developing ministries for young adults and their families is 
encouraged to attend.  You are especially encouraged to attend 
if you are a young adult and/or have family.   We will discuss 
needs, share ideas and start to develop a plan for what we can 
do this summer and into the upcoming year.  Please bring any 
ideas or suggestions you might have.  Questions?  Please 
contact Jane Moen at 262-5970 or email me at 
janedshipcoordinator@spencergumc.com.  Thanks! 


