Jesus, said, "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you."
Matthew 28:19-20
I got my face slapped!! No, not literally. (Whew!) It was like this…
I had been out of the office most of the day attending a meeting and I came in and cranked up the
computer and started to check email. I didn’t have many, and they didn’t request or demand much so
here I was, cruising through them, when, POW!! A “subject” line nearly knocked me off my chair.
What would cause such a shock? Here it is. Hold on to your seat; it’s gonna hurt:
“51% of U.S. churchgoers don’t know of the ‘Great Commission.’”
WHAM! BAM!! Are you with me yet? It may not hurt you as much as it stung me because, you see,
it’s my job to tell people about the Great Commission; to model for people what it may look like when
lived out; to teach and challenge people to “GO… and make disciples…”; and to celebrate every time
it has been accomplished with even one person!
The Barna Research article about this malady with the Great Commission affirmed that it’s possible
more than 51% of people actually know and carry out the spirit of the Great Commission, even if they
might not recognize the Matthew passage as the foundational statement of Jesus for that Christian
duty, responsibility and privilege. But however we look at the 51% response, I NEED TO DO A
BETTER JOB TEACHING & CELEBRATING “making disciples…. baptizing… and teaching.”
More and more you will be hearing about the importance and emphasis of making disciples. Some of
your leadership has read, heard and/or been subject to conversation about the difference between
making members (of a church) and making disciples. Disciples stick with Jesus in the midst of winds
of change and challenge. Their primary relationship is with Jesus. Members can become rather
whimsical about their relationship with the institution of the church.
Go to the top of this page and read THE GREAT COMMISSION!

Then GO!

Discipleship in the Wesleyan tradition has
always affirmed the corporate nature of
individual spiritual growth. We need one
another to be challenged and affirmed,
taught and corrected, to be tutored and
modeled. We will be working on a
DISCIPLESHIP PATHWAY, a map for
persons to follow to go spiritually from
where they are to a deeper discipleship.
By the way, speaking practically, here’s
another statement expressing the
importance of GIGs:
“A problem becomes easier when you
speak to someone about it.”

Time away...
Jane and I will be taking some time for R & R & R
(rest, relaxation, retreat!) in May and June. When I will
be out of town, I have contacted
area pastors, usually United
Methodist, to be on call. If you have
needs for spiritual care or pastoral
services contact the church office
(during hours) or the person
specified. We will be away towards
the end of May.
Pastor Paul

2018 GOALS to help us accomplish what God is asking:
I. DISCIPLESHIP:
A. Increase GIGs & increase/nurture GIG leaders.
B. Increase the number of people [%age of membership] in
GIGs
C. Have four people attend Walk to Emmaus.
D. Plan & hold a retreat at the Lake Okoboji UM Camp.
E. Recruit, train, support leadership for youth ministry.
II. LEADERSHIP:
A. Host a Lay Servant training; or at least try like mad to have
one very close to us!
B. Expect and build participation in Lay Servant trainings.
C. Recruit a student for the School of Lay Ministry.
D. Have the participation of 10 people at the COR Leadership
Institute (or similar event.)

Students connected to Grace who are
Graduating High School:











Darrian Adkins
Madison DeWitt
Nathaniel Fisher
Cooper Fox
MaKayla Gee
Christopher Gross
Morgan Peterson
Morgan Roberts
Emma Schwarck
Timothy Steele

III. OUTREACH:
A. Host two special, community-invited children's events.
B. Increase the number of people involved with hands-on
mission work, near & far.
C. New website and keep it current.
D. Improve publishing formats – Sunday programs, newsletter,
publicity, etc.

MEMBER NEWS



Family of Robert William Erick who died March 22,
son of Linda & Curt Foltz and Larry Erick
Friends and family of Shirley Woodford, who died
March 26
Lorrie Huffman whose grandson Andrew Huffman
died March 24

A reception will follow worship May 20.



We are happy to publicize the
College Graduates, too. So
far, we know of…
 Lauren Schwarck
 Emma Woolery both
from ISU

Wedding
 Wedding 4/7/18 Kristen Fisher & Matt Rosauer;
Kristen is the daughter of Carol & Dale.

THANK YOU....

Home Delivered Meals (formerly
A heartfelt thank you to those of you involved Meals on Wheels) administered by
in the GUM Angels Relay for Life Rummage Elderbridge, once again allowed
Sale on April 6-7. Whether you donated
Grace UMC to make deliveries every
items, helped with set-up or clean-up, or
Thursday and Friday of March. John
shopped with us....Thank You! A special
Rahn coordinated this ministry. Thank
thank you to Dan and Dave for their help with you, John, and all of you who
the tables and chairs. It was all very much
delivered: Glen Chenhall, Jim and
appreciated. The team raised over $1000 to Linda Casey, Jim & Mike Cullen,
help in the fight against cancer.
John & Mary Rahn. Our next month
Relay for Life will be held on June 23, on the for delivering is
Courthouse Square. Thank you
September. Let
again for your generosity.
John know if you
want to help!
The GUM Angel Team

From...
DarLeen Reskie:
Thank you for the
cards you send
me. Also, I look
forward to the
monthly
newsletters…
My love & may
God bless all of
you.

Thank you...
Thank you to GUMC for all your care
support & kind letters received. How
quickly our roles can change (but
many of you know that) as we care for
our loved ones during difficult times.
Congratulations on fixing that
magnificent organ! I have heard a lot
of good comments on the music
department. It warms my heart as
all you do!!
In Christian Love,
Lois Mitchell

Thank Yous!
&
Notes...

ADOPT – A – ROOM
We are looking for people who would be willing to do a hour or
two deep cleaning. You can do this on your own or as a
group, but please clean your room before the end of June.
Anyone interested in participating in this cleaning project
would need to check in with the office and pick a room.
All persons that volunteer will be given a number and it will be
put in a jar and a drawing will take place. We will draw
numbers for prizes such as gift cards (Godfathers, Hy-Vee,
Fareway, DQ, Gas Cards, etc.)
Everyone who helps will be given a complimentary goodie bag
of treats to take and eat at home...
(not in the church...).
Sign up at the office
for your room!

Mother’s Day Prayer...

May our Lord guide you in all you do
as a Mother. May His Words be
planted deep in your heart that you
are able to help in guiding your
children as they are building their
foundation in their faith of our Lord.
May your foundation be so rock solid
that your children identify you walking
hand in hand with Jesus.

WALK TO EMMAUS
The purpose of Emmaus is to develop leaders for the
church. Emmaus will inspire, challenge, and equip
participants for Christian action in their homes,
churches, and places of work. Emmaus lifts up a
way for our grace-filled lives to be lived and shared
with others.
Summer– Men’s Walk, Humboldt, IA
July 19-July 22, 2018
Summer– Women’s Walk, Humboldt, IA July 26-July 29, 2018
If you would like to attend a Walk To Emmaus
weekend or are curious about this spiritual renewal
event, talk to anyone who has previously attended.
And, if you have previously
attended, could you drop a
note to or call Pastor Paul?
He would like to know the
GUMC alumni of the Walk.

It’s also good to note that every offering, large and small, is useful and important. The numbers show that
88 giving units gave an average between $.01 & $4.99/week. If that group averaged $2.50/week (or $130/
year!) for each giving unit, their offerings amounted to well over $11,000!! That’s major money!! God
doesn’t expect us to all give the same. But it is good to give; and God loves it when we can give cheerfully.

Lord

glory

At the end of 2017 we counted 682 members. But a “giving unit” may be a family of one, two, three or even
more people. So a better estimate of the potential number of “giving units” is the number of households on
our newsletter mailing list. That is somewhat over 450. At that rate, well over one-half of our potential giving units are financially supporting the ministries of Grace Church! And this may not include persons who
give regularly but use cash and don’t ‘need’ a record of their offering.

Give unto the
due unto HIS name;
The
Worship the Lord
In the beauty of holiness.
~Psalm 29:2

Our Finance Mgr. Sandy Thomas provided some numbers of Congregational Giving Patterns for 2017.
Just for your thoughts:
88 giving units gave $.01 to $4.99/wk
37 units @ $5 to $9.99/wk
42 units @ $10 to $19.99/wk
33 units @ $20 to $29.99/wk
15 units @ $30 to $39.99/wk
6 units @ $40 to 49.99/wk
21 units @ $50 to $74.99/wk
6 units @ $75 to $99.99/wk
9 units @ $100 to $149.99/wk
3 units @ $150 - $199.99/wk
5 units @ $200+/wk
265 Giving Units

Statements for the first quarter of 2018 are in a box in the Narthex in alpha-order.

If you ever have questions about Grace church’s fiscal practices, contact Sandy Thomas (Finance Mgr.),
Dennis Spooner (Treasurer), or Pastor Paul.

Summer Church Camps
It’s time to mark your calendar and register for Summer Church Camp. www.iaumc.org/camps; or 1-800-765-1651. Iowa UM
Conference Camp Catalogs are now available; and the camps are also on the website. One catalogue is hanging outside the
church office.
The church values the unique experience offered by a “camp” setting. Campers who wish to seek financial assistance for the UM
Church Camp experience are asked to write a letter to the church requesting the campership. Please enclose the dates of the
camp and the total cost. There are also scholarships available through the Iowa Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. Campers are asked to contact Pastor Paul for information
and application forms for that source. Pastor Paul
Okoboji – Okoboji.Camp@iaumc.org
Pictured Rocks – PicturedRocks.Camp@iaumc.org
Wesley Woods – WesleyWoods.Camp@iaumc.org

www.OkobojiCamp.com
www.PicturedRocks.org
www.WesleyWoodsIowa.org

Pentecost
Sunday, May 20 (Acts 2)

GUMC Foundation Update

The Foundation of Grace UMC was initiated in 1991; and the first contributions were received in
1996. There have been occasional additions to the funds and most years the funds have gained value.
At the end of 2017 asset balances totaled $1,828,792.37.
The Hilda Josephine Blabaum scholarship income, to be used for scholarships, is in the amount of
$2,800.
Once a year, Grace Church receives the income from the previous year, if indeed there was some.
From 2017 we have received the funds from distribution, totaling $88,432.46.
The income from the Abben Fund is specified to be used for Trustees-related projects. The
remaining income is divided equally four ways, 1/4th or $19,519, going to each of these areas: Missions,
Capital Improvements, Outreach/Emerging Ministries, and Educational Opportunities. No income from
the Foundation goes toward any expense normally found in the General Budget of the church. We the
living have the privilege and responsibility of providing for those ministries with our friends, neighbors &
family.
As stated in the April newsletter, the deadline for applications for those funds was 8:05 a.m.
Monday, April 23. The Foundation Disbursement Committee, elected annually by the Church
Conference, received and will be reviewing the applications. They prepare a recommendation to the
Administrative Council, which will act on that recommendations at their May meeting. It is the intent of
your leadership to provide notification to applicants by June 1. When it works with the publishing
schedule, the newsletter will include a complete list of 2018-2020 awards.

How does the church ‘work’?
Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC)
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee meets approximately once a month. Current members include
Chairperson Brian Fisher, Lynnette Gross, Jackie Huckfelt, Julie Krull, Tarrel Storey, John Olson, Elaine
Orthmann, Pastor Paul Frederiksen, and a Lay Leader representative (Sandy Heerdt/John Rahn).
The Book of Discipline states 17 specific duties (some are stated in a lengthy manner), but the following
summary works well to condense these duties: *The committee shall reflect biblically and theologically on
the role and work of the pastor and staff as they carry out their leadership responsibilities. The committee
shall assist the pastor and staff in assessing their gifts, maintaining health holistically and work-life
balance, and setting priorities for leadership and service. It is the responsibility of the committee to
communicate with the Lay Leadership & Development Team and/or the Administrative Council when
there is a need for other leaders or for employed staff to perform in areas where utilization of the gifts of
the pastor and staff proves an inappropriate stewardship of time.
Recent work completed by the SPRC has included writing position expectations of, interviewing and hiring
of the Music Ministries Coordinator and Discipleship Coordinator. We are currently working on a
document titled “Another Set of Eyes” which helps the SPRC complete its annual Pastor evaluation which
is shared and filed with the District Superintendent.
*Book of Discipline ¶ 258.2. Pastor-Parish Relations Committee

Church Ground Beautification

WORSHIP:

Believe – spring will come some day. The trustees
are looking for individuals, families, groups or people
interested in adopting a planter. The Church has
funds to reimburse you for plants, soil or other
materials needed. There are five round planters, a
flower bed on the North side of the Chapel as well as
the garden West of the Narthex. If
you are interested call the Church to
claim your plot!

May 6: Communion;
Music: Chancel Choir

Dale Fisher- Trustee member

May 13: Mother’s Day;
Music: Instrumental Band
May 20: Pentecost – Wear RED! Communion
Music: Chancel Choir
May 27: Memorial Day Weekend
Music: ‘the Amazing Gracies”

Change the World...

Mother’s Day Bake Sale
This summer’s work trip team is holding a bake sale on
Sunday, May 13, before and after worship to raise funds
for our trip to Tennessee. If you’d like to bake something
for the sale, sign up in the Narthex ahead of time and bring
your goodies packaged and ready to sell by Friday, May
11, OR by 8:45 AM Sunday morning, May 13. Of course,
if you’d prefer, you may make a financial donation to the
work trip by making a check out to “Grace UMC” and
writing “Jubilee Project” in the memo line.

Okoboji Clean-Up – May 19
Lake Okoboji United Methodist Camp is looking for extra
hands to assist with small projects and general cleanup of
our site in preparation for youth to attend our 2018
summer camp season! Type of projects may include:
Painting/Staining, Raking/Yard work, General cleaning
(inside and out), and Sorting/inventory. Our church will be
taking a group to work at the camp May 19. We will leave
at 8:30 AM and return home by 5:00 PM. A light lunch will
be provided. Please RSVP to the church office by
Wednesday, May 16, so we can make arrangements for
transportation and give the camp a head count for food.
All ages and skills levels are welcome!

Thanks...
The Easter Pool offering took in a total of $1,232; split 10
ways evenly to make a difference through the ministries
of the United Methodist Special Offerings.

Just for fun... See if you can find the typo in the
Newsletter. If you do let us know and your name will go
into a drawing to have donut and coffee with the Pastor at
Carroll’s bakery.

Change the World funds will
go to the local Upper Des
Moines Opportunity
program in May. The
Missions team will do a
special offering during
worship the second Sunday each month to collect
Change the World funds for mission projects. This
special offering will start in May. Using Change the
World funds, we recently gave $100 to Head Start
and $100 to the Grace Campership fund. We will
continue to have world globes and baskets at the
back of the sanctuary each week. Together, we can
make a difference one penny, nickel, or quarter at a
time!
Cherish House
Campaign

Cherish House- Baby Bottle Campaign
Cherish House is a maternity home for
unwed teens. Filling the baby bottle,
available now in the Narthex, with coins
can make a difference in the lives of teen
moms and their babies. Bottles need to be
returned to the church by Mother’s Day,
May 13.

Special Offering Native American Ministries
Native American Ministries will receive
$123.20 from the recent Easter Pool
offering.
The Native American Ministry offering
supports Native American outreach,
provides seminary scholarships for Native
Americans and strengthens Native
American rural, urban, and reservation
congregations,
ministries and
communities. Thank
you for your gift to
the Native American
Ministries!
Missions Committee

Thanksgiving Ingathering
We have upholstery fabric donated by All
Steel for our church to use to make
school bags. Stop by
the church office if
you’d like to make
school bags for the
Thanksgiving
Ingathering this fall.

Thank you...

Thank you for your ongoing prayers, love
and support for our family! Words can not
adequately express our deep gratitude for
Festival of Talents – Reverse Offering!!
what you have done for all of us, during
The kick-off for the Mission’s Festival of Talents was
Nate’s multi-organ transplant journey.
delayed a week with the recent blizzard. Pastor Paul
With your incredible prayers, we have
used the Matthew 25:14-30 scripture as the focus for his been blessed to watch Nate successfully
message on April 22, and everyone was given the
endure the 22 month wait, the 11 hour
opportunity to TAKE money out of the offering plate. All transplant surgery on February 17, postwere challenged to use the money individually, as a
op recovery in the ICU, acute rejection
family, to form a co-op to make the most of your
and numerous other procedures.
“talents.” If you weren’t in worship and want to
Presently, he is in the out-patient phase,
participate in the Festival of Talents, stop by the church working toward coming home.
office to see if any money is still available.
Our Grace church family is, and has

always been, an incredible support to us.
We have felt peace through the
challenges of this journey and great joy
being able to share Nate’s progress with
all of you! He is now preparing for a
lifetime of monitoring for rejection,
managing post-transplant medications
On October 14, during worship, you will have an
and planning unlimited adventures, as he
opportunity to return your “talents,” any profits and
celebrates the incredible new gift of life he
share stories/testimonies of how you invested (or
was given! We are blessed and thankful
perhaps didn’t!?) your talents. Of course, our hope is
for your overwhelming kindness and
that YOU will creatively use your talents and share what compassion shown to our family!
you’ve learned with others.
Brian & Kristi Fisher Family
The Missions team will provide space for individuals to
sell and buy items. Market dates are June 3, and will be
determined for July, August, and September. For
example, you could sell baked goods, craft projects or
use your skills and offer to do something for someone.
The list of what you can do is endless.

New GIGs

New Growth and Impact Groups will start this
summer. Sign-ups available soon in the Narthex
if you are interested in being a part of a GIG. If
you’ve never been in a GIG, this is a great time to
try one out. Another option is to start a GIG
yourself. All you need is a group of 4-8 people
then find a place and time to meet. Rather than
meeting at the church, try meeting in homes or
even a park or coffee shop. Pick up a “Starting A
GIG” handout in the Narthex
and/or talk to Pastor Paul or
Jane about starting a GIG.
Great way to develop
relationship and grow your faith!

Hospitality – Coffee Cups

We are looking into getting real coffee cups for
hospitality time after worship. Rather than have
the hospitality teams take responsibility for
washing the coffee cups, we are looking for
4–8 volunteers so you’d only need to wash the
cups in the main floor (new) dishwasher once a
month or every two months if we get enough
volunteers. Contact the office to get your name
on this ministry!
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Pastor Paul Frederiksen
pastorpaul@spencergumc.com
Committee Contacts:
Ad Council Chair: Judith Olson
SPRC Chair: Brian Fisher
Treasure: Dennis Spooner
Trustee Chair: Gary Small
Lay Leaders: Sandy Heerdt & John Rahn
Missions Chair: Gina Kohrs
Worship Chair: Cyndi O’Hara
Children’s Ministry Chair: Bri Pullen
Discipleship Coordinator: Jane Moen
UMW: Linda Johnston
UMM: Roger Ingledue

*Regular scheduling...
Sundays:
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:45 AM
5:30 PM

GIG
Worship
Disciple Growth all ages
Adult Bible Study

Wednesdays:
1:30 PM
4:30 PM
5:00 PM
5:30 PM
6:06 PM
6:30 PM
6:35 PM
6:35 PM

GIG Study
Men’s Choir
Women’s Choir
Pit Stop Meal
Worship
HS Girls Bible Study
GIG Study
Grace Choir Practice

May 16:45 AM Community Study
5:15 PM PALS Board Meeting
6:30 PM District Boy Scout Mtg.
7:00 PM Troop 123
May 2*Regular schedule
11:00 AM Central Iowa Testing
May 32:00 PM UMW Meeting
May 6First Chance Quilters Sale
10:45 AM SPRC
*Regular schedule
May 711:00 AM Central Iowa Testing
11:30 AM Wellness Group

6:30 PM Mission Committee
May 86:45 AM Community Study
7:00 PM Troop 123
May 91:15 PM Communion LH/NS
*Regular Schedule
May 121:00 PM Graduation Celebration
May 13-Mother’s Day
Cherish House Baby Bottles Due
Missions Bake Sale
*Regular Schedule
May 145:30 PM ADT
6:30 PM Trustee Meeting
May 15– Newsletter Deadline
6:45 AM Community Study
11:00 AM Central Iowa Testing
7:00 PM Troop 123
May 16*Regular schedule
RSVP to Office for Okoboji Work Day
3:35 PM Staff Meeting– Library
May 179:30 AM Lydia Circle
1:30 PM Mary Circle
May 198:30 AM to 5 PM Okoboji Camp Work Day
May 20– Pentecost
*Regular Schedule
Last day children’s Sunday school

SHS Graduation-Field House
May 2111:30 AM Wellness Group
3:00 PM Sunset Program
May 226:45 AM Community Study
11:00 AM Central Iowa Testing
7:00 PM Troop 123
May 238:00 AM Share the Weight Blanket Making
*Regular Schedule
No Choir Practice
May 2410:00 AM Newsletter folding (all are welcome)
May 268:00 AM Methodist Men Meeting
10:00 AM Worship Meeting
May 27*Regular Schedule
No Children/Youth Sunday school
May 28Closed for the Holiday
May 296:45 AM Community Study
5:30 PM GGT Meeting
6:00 PM Children’s Ministry Meeting
7:00 PM Ad Council Meeting
7:00 PM Troop 123
May 3111:00 AM Central Iowa Testing
5:00 PM The Table

